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PREFACE 

To talk of India’s political problem is lo bring one face 
to face with a labyrintlı of innumerable intricacies in tlıe 
shape of inler-social, inter-provincial and inler-coınmunal 
topics. It bas been an unfortunate phenomenon tliat wlıenever 
this land of ours has faced any serious crisis tlıere have often 
shot up in our public life a large number of sclıools of ihought, 
not only conflicting in tlıeir opinions but invariably anta- 
gonistic to eaclı other, witlı tlıe result tliat in tlıe midst of the 
tumultuous claslı of inlerests tlıe very problem on ıvhiclı the 
whole pivot of our public life revolved, has invariably been 
pushed aside and left India’s millions helpless. 

In an age of faction, partisanship, personal rancour, and 
cormııunal animosity healthy criticisnıs are rarely to be found 
either in the press or on the public platform or in private 
circles. Misrepresentations, misinterpretations and vilifica- 
tions are not rare. Respective groups in justification. of 
their conflicting standpoints not only cloud the issues but do 

X ^ * 

not hesitate to tlıroiv mud at each other. In such an atmosphere 
a dispassionate study becomes difficult. 

In order to put the true facts before those in search of 
truth, I am presenting a collection of the cofreşppndence ıvhich 
took place betıveen Mr. M. A. Jiiınah, President, All-India 
Müslim League on the one hand, and several öf our contem- 
porary leaders on the other. The correspondence speaks for 
itself^ I have no comments td make-eîcöepf that-*! would ask 
the reader in the words of Bacon • • 

• i 

—"" Read not to contradict and -oonfute, nor 'to believe. 
and take for granted, nor to find talk and discourse. but to 
ıveigJı and consîder’^ 

Bombay, SYED SHARIFUDDIN PEERZADA. 

January, 1944'. 
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LEADERS' CORRESPONDENCE 

WITH MR. JINNAH 


From M. A. Jinnah Esq., m.l.a., President, All- 
India Müslim League. 

New Delhi, November 5tlı, 1939. 
Dear Lord Linlitlıgow, 

I \visli to thank you for giving me the inlervicw on 
tlıe 4tlı of November as you had promised in your letter 
of the 28tlı of Octoher wherein you stated thal you will 
he glad al some suitahle moment to endeavour further 
to elucidate any points that there may he in doubt as 
desired hy tlıe resolution of tlıe Working Committee of 
tlıe All-India Müslim League of tlıe 22nd of Octoher. 

In my interview with you on the 4th of November 
tlıe subject ıvas fully discussed and now. as desired by 
Your Excellency, I am herewith submitting to you the 
following points for your consideration and early 
reply :— 

(1) that as soon as circumstances may permit or 
immediately after the war the entire problem of 
India’s future constitution, apart from the Gov¬ 
ernment of India Act, 1935, shall be examîned 
and reconsidered de novo ; 
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(2) that no dedaralion shall, either in principle or 
othenvıse, be tnade or any constitution be enacted 
y His Majesty’s Government or the Parliament 
wıthoul the approval and the consent of the two 
majör communities of India, viz., the Mns'sal- 
maııs and the Hindus ; 

<3) that His Majesty’s Government shouid try and 
meet all reasonable national demands of the 
Arabs in Palesline ; 

(4) that the Indian troops will not he used outside 
ndıa agamst any Müslim power or country. 

I have already, in my intei-vieıv, fully exp]ained the 
easons and the grounds in support of ıhese points över 
and above of what is indicated in the statement of the 

Orinh! of the 22nd of 

Mosli Committee of the AlUndia 

tt.» T*; mentioned in 

the statement of the Workîng Committee df tiıe 18th of 

p ember, vk, the cjuestion of securing justice and 
faııplay to the Mussalmans in the Congress-govcmed 
even theîr elementaıy rights were heîng 
uthlessly trampled upon ; but as the CongrdsSMinistries 

«gardıng thıs matter at presem. 
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■ May I inform Yoür Excellency tîıat I atn leaving 
dor Bombay tomorrow morning. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. JlNNAH. 


To M. A. JiNT^AH, Esq,, jm.l.a., President, All-India 
Aluslim League. 

The Viceroy’s House, New Delhi, 

November 7tk, 1939. 

iDear Mr. Jinnab, ^ 

■ Many fhanks for your letter of 5th November. I 
fully appreciate ihe importance of the points which yon 
ıiaise and I \vi'll not fail to let you have as early a reply 
^as practicable. 

Yours sincerely, 
Linlithgow. 

t 

From M. A. Jinnah, Esq., m.l.a., President, All- 
îndia Müslim League. 

^ , Bombay, November 1939. 

Dear Lord Linlithgow, 

Thank you for your letter of tlıe 7th November 
1939. Since tbe rec’eipt of your letter I have been pressed 
nvith inquiries from different parts of the country as to 
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how and ^vhere •vve stand. Wonld you, tlierefore, mind' 
if I were to publish my lelter to Your Excellency, dated 
ihe 5th November and your letter under reply, 

Yours sinceıely, 

M. A. JlNNAII. 


To M. A. JiNNAH, Esq., M.L.A., Presidenl, AH- 
India Müslim League. 


Vicerofs Camp, 
November 26th, 1939.. 


27 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Tlıank you for your letter of tlıe 18th November. F 
quîte understand your anxiety to publish your letter to* 
me of tlıe 5th November and my acknowledgment of it». 
I slıould welcome it if you could postpone publîcation* 
for, say, another ten days, as I am anxious tliat tlıe 
înlerval between publîcation by you and my repîy 
{wlıich naturally must take some littie time to prcpare* 
as I have to consult His Majesty’s Government) should 
be as short as possible. Bul if you fcel tbat it is essen* 
tial for you to publish Avitbout ıvaîlîng so long, I can* 
raise no objeclîon, ibough I ^vould ask you to be kind 
cnougb to let me know in advance the date you contem- 
plate. 

Yours sîncerely, 
LiNtrnıcotv.. 
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TELEGRAM 

From Mr. Jinnah, Bombay. 

To Lord Linlithgow, New Delhi. 

Dated the 29th November 1939. 

Hope my letter eighteenth has reached your Excel- 
lency am waiting for reply as soon as possible. 

TELEGRAM 

M. A. JlNNAH, EsQ. 

* 

Littie Gibbs Road, 
Malabar Hili, Bombay, 

29th November, 1939. 

Many thanks for your telegram of today. I hope 
'ydıı will by now have received my letter of 27tlı 
TMovember posted from Bahawalpur— ^Viceroy. 


1 

To M. A. JiNNAH, Esq., M.L.A., Presideut, AİL 
Tndia Müslim League. 

Viceroy’s Camp, India, 
Calcutta, December 23rd, 1939. 

T)ear Mr. Jinnah, 

I am now in a position to reply to )’^our letter of 
INovember 5th, in Avhich you submitted ceıiain points 
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for my consideration. You 1 am sure, appreciate* 
that more Ihan one of your queslions, if consideıed in' 
the light of ali the implications involved in it, 'ivould raise- 
issues affecting otheı communities in India, and that this* 
correspondence between us would not be an appropriate- 
medium for making pronouncements on ibem. But I 
bope that my answers, limiled though their scope may be- 
by tlıis consideration, "vvill none-tlıe-less serve to lemove- 
your difhculties. 

2* My ans^ver to >our fırst questîon is that the- 
declaration I made with the approval of His Majesty’s 
Government on Octobeı 18th last does not exclude exami- 
nation of any part either of the Act of 1935 or of the 
policy and plans on ^vhich it is based. 

3. With leference to your second poînt, I can» 
assure you tliat His Majesty’s Government are not under 
any mîsapprehenslon as to the inıportance of the conlent- 
ment of the Müslim communİty to the stabilîty and’ 
success of any constitııtional developments in India. 
You need tlıerefore have no fear that the weight which 
youT coTnmunity’s posıtion in India necessarily gives- 
iheîr vîeu’s ■vvili be undcrstood, 

4. In framing their policy for Paleslİne, Hİs- 
Majesty’s Government havc cndeavoured to meel alE 
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reasonable.Arab demands, and ihey continııe to be fully 
alive to tlıe importance of tliat issue. 

5. Finally you asked for an assurance that Indian- 
troops will not be used outside India against any Muslini! 

N 

power or country. TIıis guestion is fortunately hypothe- 
tical. since His Majesty is not at war witb any Müslim- 
poıver. You ıvill appreciate, however, tliat it is impos- 
sible to give a guarantee in terms so wide as those of 
your letter, ıvhich would lıave tlıe elfect of limiting 
India’s riglıt to use its omı army in its o\vn defence İn- 
circumstances which cannot now be foreseen ; in tbe- 
present situation, lıowever, as you are aware, every 
precaution has been taken by His Majesty’s Government 
at tlıe instance of the Government of India to ensure- 
tliat Müslim feeling in India on tlıis matter is fully 
respected. 

Yours sincerely, 
Linlithgow.. 

t 

10, Aurangzeb Road, 

New Delilip 6th February, 19401 

% , 

Dear Lord Linlithgoiv, 

I am herewitlı sendiiıg a copy of the Working' 

_ / 

Committee’s resolution passed on the 3rd of February, 
1940, regarding the correspondence that has passed 
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bet^veen Your Excellency and myself for your consi* 
•deration. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. JlNNAH. 
’To 

H. E. Lord Linlithgow, 

Viceroy and Govemor-General of India, 

New Delhi. 

Passed at the meeting of the Working Commitlee 
•of the All-India Müslim League held at Gul-i-Raana, 
Hardinge Avenue, New Delhi, ,on the 3rd and 4lh of 
Fehruary, 1940, under the Presâdentship of Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah. 

RESOLUTION NO. 1 : 

The Working Committee of the All-India Müslim 
League considered the correspondence that has passed 
helween Mr. Jinnah, the President, and His Excellency 
the Viceroy, ending wit}ı his final reply daled 23rd 
Decemher 1939. The Committee is of the opinion that 
tlıe reply of His Excellency is not satisfactory as ccrlain 
important points stili require furtlıer clarification and 
•elucidatîon. The Committee therefore, empowers the 
President lo place the views of the Workîng Committee 
■hefore His Excellency and requesl him lo reconsider 
ihe matter regarding the assurances asked for in the 
resolution of tlıe Working Committee daled the 18th of 
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.‘September and dıe 22nd of Oclober, 1939, and thereby 
remove ali doubts and apprehensions from the mind 
•of Müslim India. 


Neıu Delhi, February 23rd, 1940. 
Dear Lord Linlithgow, 

I placed the whole correspondence tliat had passed 
between Your Excellency and myself, ending with your 
letter dated December 23, 1939, before the meeting of 
ilıe Working Committee of tlıe All-India Müslim League 
•on February 3, 1940. 

As was desired by Your Excellency in our conver- 
sation on February 6, I now beg to State briefly the 
-views of the Working Committee, which are as follows:— 

The Working Committee appreciate the clarificalion 
made by Your Excellency regarding tlıe first point and 
.are glad to note that the declaration made by Your 
Excellency, with the approval of His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, on October 18, 1939, does not exclude the exami- 
nation of any part either of the Act of 1935 or of the 
policy and plans on which it is based. 

As regards the second point, the Working Com¬ 
mittee do not feel satisfied as the reguest made for a 
•definite assurance has not been met, namely, that no 
•declaration should, either in principle or otherwise, be 
'made or any constitution be enforced by His Majesty’s 
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Government or enacted by Parlıament wıthoiit the 
approval and consent of the Mussalmans of Indn We 
recognıse Your Excellency’s assurance when }on State 
“ His Majesty’s Government are not under an) mısap 
prehension as to the ımportance of the contentment of 
t!ıe Müslim communıty to the stabılıty and success of 
any constıtutıonal development ın Indıa Yon need, 
therefore, have no feaı ihat the \\eight ^\hıch yom 
communıty’s posıtion ın Indıa necessaiıl) gı\es theıı 
\iews, wıll be underiated ” But, I regret to say, tlu« 
does not meet the poınt raised by the Müslim League, 
because ıt stili leaves the posıtion of the nınet) mılhon 
Mussalmans of Indıa only ın the regıon of consultatıon 
and counsel, and vests the final decısion ın tlıe hands of 
Gıeat Brıtam to determıne the fate and future of Müslim 
Indıa We regret tliat \\e cannot accept thıs posıtion 

As to tlıe polıc) for Palestıne, the Woıkıng Com- 
mıttce of the Ali Indıa Müslim League '\Msh to ımpıcss 
upon His Majest\’«; Go\ernment that a solulion «shoııld 
be foıınd to the satısfaction of the Aral)'; The Com 
mıltee aıe glad to nole, as Your Excellenc) •îtate';, tlıal 
His Majesiy’s Government have endeavoıııed to meet 
ali rea^îomble Aral) demands, and the) conlınue lo be 
fully alive lo that ıs'jue But the e) es of the Mu'^lım 
vvorld arc vvalchıng the «ıtuatıon keenly and a dcfinıtc 
«olution «hould he foıınd vMthout Idav 
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Witlı regard to the use of Indian troops against 

any Müslim Power or country, the Committee feel that 

Your ExceIIency has misıınderstood the position. Wîıeıı 

^ve asked for an assurance tliat Indian troops will not 

be used outside Iııdia against any Mııslim Power or 

country, it was not intended that Üıey shall not be used 

^for the defence of the country in case of an attack on, 

or aggression against India. 'Wlıile we thank Your 

Excellency for informing us tliat every precaution has 

heen taken by His Majesty's Government, at the instance 

of the Government of India, to insure that Müslim 

fceling in India on this matter is fully respected we feel 

\ 

that further clarification of the position is necessary. 

It is reguired of the Müslim League to give- 
assurance of wholehearted co-operation and active sup- 
port on behalf of the Mussalmans of India to the British 
Government for the purpose of prosecution of the war. 
The Committee are of opinion that before doing that they 
must feel confident that the future of the Mussalmans 
of India is not left in the region of uncertainty or doubt- 
ful possibility. Consequently, we do not consider it 
unreasonable on our part to ask for a definite assurance 
that no commitments will be made with regard to the* 
future constitution of India or any interim settlement 
with any other party -vvithout our approval and consent. 
If His Majesty’s Government are prepared to treat the“ 



12 


LEADERS’ CORRESPONDENCE 


leadership of the Mussalmans as a responsible body, 
then they must be tmsted, especially where the guestîon 
•of determining their oıvn future is concerned. 

We are constrained to State that Your Excellency 
is unnecessarily over-anxious about the interests of otlıer 
conımunitîes. It has never been our desîre unjustly to 
harm any community. The issues that have been raised 
by us are due to apprehensions that the Brilish Govenı- 
ment may be stampeded by other powerful organîsations 
in the country into adopting a coıırse or agreeing to a 
scitlement in the matter of India’s cohstitution ıvhich 
ınay prove not only highly detrimental to the interesis 
of the Mussalmans but may be disastrous for them. 

As regards Palestine and the use of Indian troops, 
our demands, as explained by me above, cannot in any 
way prejudice the interests of any other community. 
It is not possible in a letter of this kind to State fully 
tlıe various reasons and details ; but, if Your Excellency 
so desires, I shall be very giad to place tlıe views of 
the Commiltee before you in fuller details at an early 
•date, Avhenever Your Excellency fınds il convcnient. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. JlNNAII. 
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H. E. llıe Viccroy's îeller to Mr. Jinnah, 

Dateâ, April 19, 1940 • 

Dcar Mr. Jinııalı, 

I Avn? glad lo gatlıcr froın your İdler of Februaıy 
24. îhat mv İdler lo you of December 23 had removed 

» • m* 

sonıe of tbe doubis, Miich bad been felt by ibe All-India 
Muslini Leagııe. I do nol rcad your Îeller as indicaling 
ibat ibe Vorking Comnıillce of ibe Leagııe e.xpecls any- 
ibing furiber fronı ine in your poinis—tbe scope of llıe 
exanıinalion of llıe conslilıılional posilion to follow war 
and llıe policy in Palesline. 

Yon ask. lıoıvever, ^for furtlıer clarilıcalioıı of llıe- 
posilion in regard to llıe ııse of Indian troops against 
Müslim Powers or couniries, wlıile explaining, as I note 
and appreciate, tliat you had no intention of atlempling 
to circumscribc llıeir use in defending India against 
altack or aggression. I presume lliat you do not expect 
a guaranlee. ıvliiclı it would obviously be impossible to- 
give, binding us in future contingencies ıvlıiclı no one 
can foresee. But you need have no fear tliat if at any 
time suciı a contingeney arose tlıe consideration under- 
lying your suggestion would be overlooked. Fortunately, 
however, so far as tlıe preseni situation is concerned. 
His Majesty’s Government. are in friendly and sympa- 
tlıetic relations witlı ali Müslim Poıvers to some of 
ıvhom indeed tlıey are bound by alliance, while with tbe 
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lebt they are on terms of most cordîal fııendshıp 

You repifisent that your second poınt was not felt 
Ly the Woıkıng Commıttee to be adequately met by 
iJıe terms of my letteı You have no doubt notıced tlıe 
passage ın tbe Secietaıy of State’a speeclı on Apul 18 
m ^vhıch he used these ^vords . 

“ But that does not ınean that the futuıe conslitution 
of Indıa ıs to be a constıtutıoıı dıclated by tlıe Govenı 
men and Paılıament of thıs country agaınst the wıshes 
of the Indıan people The undertaKıng gıven by His 
Majesty’s Government to examıne tlıe con&tıtulıonal fıeld 
m consultation ^vıth lepresentatıves of ali parlıes and 
ınterests ın Indıa connotes not dıclatıon but negotiation 
Admıtledly a substantial measure of agıecnıent amoııgst 
the communıtıes ın Indıa ıs essential ıf the Msion of a 
United Indıa, whıch has ınspıred the îabouıs of so many 
Tndians and Englıshmen, ıs to become a realıty , foı I 
cannot belıeve that any Government or Paılıament m 
thıs country vvould attempt to ımpose by foıce upon, for 
example, 80 mıllion Müslim subjects of His Majcsty ın 
Indıa, a form of conslitution under vvbıcb tlıey uoııld 
not hve peacefuUy and contentedly ’* 

Tlııs statemeııt, I am sure you vvıll agree, İns 
removed any possıble doııbls on tlns poınt 

Youi'j sınccrely, 
Linlitjicovv. 
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reported, ‘good bag today, polished off rebels,’ it being borne 
in inind that the ‘rebels’ thüs lıanged or blown from guns were 
not taken in arms but- villagers apprehended^ 'on süspicion’. 
Düring this marcb atrocities \vere committed in the burnin j 
of villages and rhassacre of innocent ■ inhabitants at whic ı 
Mohammad Tuglak himself \vould have stoöd aslıamed, 
Ho\v General Havelock behaved after entering Cavvnpore 

is writte®n by Charles Bal 1 as fol]ows:— 

“General Havelock began to \vreak. a'.terrible vengeance 
for the death of Sir Hugh Wheeler. Batch upon batch of 
riatives mounted the scaffold. The calmness of mind and 
nobility of demeanour which some of the revölutionaries 
showed at the time of death was such as \vould do credit to 
those who martyred themselves for devotion to a principle.’’ 

Charles Ball’s Indian Muttny, vol. 1. p. 388. 

First the British and Sikli söldiers were ordered to plunder 
the'City and then the business of hanging was started. The 
most insulting was the event of forcing the Brahmins to' lick 
with their tongues a blood-stained spot which \vas suspected 
to be tainted with thd blood of the English ladies, alleged to 
have been mürdered by Revölutionaries. The object of this 
heinoüs act is described by öne English Historian as below: 

“T know that the a;ct of touching Feringhi blood and 
washing it with a s\veeper’s broom degrades a high caste 
Hindoo from his religion. Not önly this but 1 make them do 
it because I know it. We could not wreak a true revenge 
uriless we' trample ali their reliğioüs instincts under foot, 
before \ve hang them, so that they mây not have the satisfactioh 

of dying as Hindoos.’’—.—İbid. 

Some outrages Nvhich were • committed after the sieğe of 
Delhi by the söldiers of the coropany may also be mentioned. 

“After.the siege was över, the outrages committed by our 
army are simply heart-rending. A wholesale vengeance is 
being taken without distinction of friend and foe-. As regards 
the looting, we have indeed surpassed Nadirshah !’’ 

Lord Elphinstone wrote the above in his letter to Lord 

La\vrence. .. • . 

Again Lord Montgomery Martin writes 1 

“Ali the City people lound \vithin the'walls, ıvhen our 
troops entered, •were bayonetted on the spot ; and the number 
was conşiderable, as you. may suppose, when I teli you that 
in some houses forty, or fifty • persons were hiding. These 
\vere not mutineers, but residents of the city, \vho trusted to 
our ıvell'knoıvn mild rule for pardon. 1 am glad to say they 
\vere disappointed.” 

How Hindus and Muslims before being put to death were 
defiled \vrites Russell 
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Proceedings of the meeting of the Working Com- 
mittee of the All-India Müslim League held on June 15^ 
16 and 17, 1940 at Bombay :— 

Resolved ; The Working Commiltee of the All-India 
Müslim League, while being of the opinion that furlher 
clarification contained in the letter of His Excellency the 
Viceroy, dated April 19, 1940, with regard to the 
assurances asked for hy the All-India Müslim League 
is not satisfactory, endorses the followng from the 
statement issued by the President, Mr. M. A. Jinnah, 
on May 27, 1940 : 

“ Up lo the present moment, we have not created 
any difficulty nor have we embarrassed the British Gov¬ 
ernment in tlıe prosecution of the ıvar. The provinces 
wlıere tlıe Müslim League has a dominant voice have 
been left free to co-operate ı\ith the British Government, 
pending their consideration 'vvith regard to the assurances 
wc have asked for, and in particular that the British 
Government should make no declaration regard i ng tlıe 
fulure conslitutional prohlems of India and tlıe vilal 
îssues that have been raised in that conneclion withoııt 
our approval and consent. 

“ Nevcrlheless, vithout prejudîcc to the adjustmcnt 
of the larger issues la ter on, \ve were cven ^vİllîng, as far 
back as No\emher last, to consîder the proposal of the* - 
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Viceroy to briiıg about an Iıoııourable and workable 
adjustment in tlıe provincial field, \\^hich ıvould have 
been followed ııp witlı our representatives being appoint- 
ed to tlıe Execııtive Council of tlıe Central Government 
to tlıe extent permissible vdtliin tlıe frameıvork of tlıe 
present coııstitution and exitsing law. But tlıis proposal 
was sıınımarily rejected by Mr. Gandlıi and tlıe 
Coııgress. 

A similar attempt was again ınade by His Excel- 
lency early in February, ‘vvlıiclı met witlı tlıe same fate. 
Since then it seenıs tbat the Viceroy has been waiting 
for tlıe Congress to pass its word. 

“ With regard to Mr. Amery’s statemeııt and tlıe 
broadcast appeal of His Excellency tlıe Viceroy, may 1 
say tbat it is up to the British Government to slıow trust 
in Müslim leadership. There are many ways of .doiııg 
so—and, as confident friends seek our wlıolelıearted co- 
operation, v^e slıall not fail.” 

The Working Conımittee looks ıvitlı alarm at tlıe 
growing menace of Nazi aggression which has been most 
ruthlessly deprivingi one nation after another of its 
liberty and freedom and regards the unprovoked attack 
by the Italian Government against the Allies as most 
umvarranted and immoral at a time when France was. 
engaged in a brave struggle against very heavy odds. 


2 
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Proceedıngs of the meetıng of the Workıng Com- 
mıttee of the Ali Indıa Müslim League held on June 15^ 
16 and 17, 1940 at Bombay .— 

Resolved Tlıe Workıng Commıttee of the Ali Indıa 
Müslim League, whıle beıng of the opınıon that further 
clarıfication contaıned ın the lelter of His Excellency the 
Vıceroy, dated Apul 19, 1940, wıth regard to the 
assurances asked for hy the Ali Indıa Mushm League 
ıs not satısfactory, endorses the folloıvıng from the 
statement ıssued by the Presıdenl, Mr M A Jınnah, 
on May 27, 1940 : 

“Up to tlıe preseni moment, ne ha ve not created 
any dıfficully nor hav e vve embarrassed the Brılıslı Gov¬ 
ernment ın the prosecııtion of the v\ar The provınces 
vvliere the Müslim League has a dominant voıce hav e 
been left free to co operate vvıth the Brıtısh Government, 
pendıng theır consıderation vvıth regard to the assurances 
vve Iıave asked for, and ın partıcular that tlıe Bnlısh 
Government should make no declaration regardıng the 
fulure constıtutıonal problem^î of Indn and the vıtal 
ıssues that hav e been raısed ın that connection vvjthoııt 
our approval and con«ent 

“ Neverlheles*!, vvıthout prejudıce to the adjııstment 
of the larger i'^sue» later on, vve vvere ev en vvıllıng, as far 
İnek as November la^t, to consıder ihe propo^al of ihc* 
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Viceroy to bring about an honourable and workable 
adjustment in the provincial field, which woııld lıave 
been followed ııp with our representatives being appoint- 
ed to the Execııtive Council of the Central Gk)vernment 
to the extent permissible within the framework of tlıe 
present constitution and exitsing law. But this pro^DOsal 
was sıımmarily rejected by Mr. Gandhi and the 
Congress. 

“ A similar attempt was again made by His Excel' 
lency early in February, which met with tlıe same fate. 
Since tlıen it seems that the Viceroy has been waiting 

for the Congress to pass its word. 

/ 

“With regard to Mr. Amery's statement and the 
broadcast appeal of His Excellency the Viceroy, may I 
say that it is up to tlıe British Government to show trust 
in Müslim leadership. There are maiıy ways of doing 
so—and, as confident friends seek our wholehearted co- 
operation, we shall not fail.” 

Tlıe Working Coııımittee looks wilh alarm at the 
groıving menace of Nazi aggression which has been mosl 
rutlılessly depriving! one nation afler aıiother of its 
liberty and freedom and regards tlıe unprovoked attack 
by the Italiaıı Government agaiııst the Allies as most 
umvarraıited and immoral at a time ıvhen France was 
cngaged in a brave siruggle agaiııst very heavy odds. 


2 
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Tiıe gıave ^\oıld situatîon demands seıious effoıts 
on tlıe paıt of eveıy Indıan foı tlıe defeııce of his couutıy, 
and tlıe Woıking Committee calls upon tlıe Go\enıment 
of India to pıepare the couniry in an oıganised manner 
to meet ev'ery eventualıty. Tlıe Committee is coııstıaîned 
to State tliat the pioposals for the Defeııce of India 
îndicaled ın the slatenıenl of Theiı E^cellencies the 
Viceıoy and the Commandei-in-Chief, as \v'eU as the 
statements of some pıovincial Govemozs, aıe ^vlıoUy 
inadequate to meet tlıe urgent ıeqııirements of tlıe situa- 
iidn. The Committee, theıefoıe, audıoııses ils Pıesidenl 
io enteı ınto communıcation ;\itlı His E\celleııcy the 
Viceroy ^MtIı a vıeıv to exploıing the possibility of devis- 
ıng piompt and effective nıeasmes to mobilise the 
•counlry’s lesouıces foı the pmpose of inlensifying 'ivar 
olfoıts and the delence of India. 

The Committee is of the \îew timi, unless a satîs- 
factory hasis for close co*opeıation is agıeed upon on 
an All-India hasis and not pıovince-uisc betueen the 
Government and tlıe Muslini League and such other 
partıes as are \siUîng to undeitake the responsibility for 
the defeııce of tlıe country in Ihe face of imminent 
danger, the real purpose and objeclive ıwTI not be scr\cd 
and achic\ed. Tlıe Workîng Conıniiltec is of the opînion 
that, in \iew of the imnıediale gra\e danger that is faciııg 
the country, real pMrpo«e uill not be «encd by tlıe 
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Mussalmaııs and others merely joiuing tlıe proposed 
jprovincial and district war committees witlı their preseni 
:Scope and fımctions. 

Mi’. Jinıiah’s letter. 

Dated, Sinıla, July 1, 1940. 

Dear TMr. Laitinvaite, 

I .am (euclosîng here^vith a rough note of tlıe points 
I discnsaed witlı him on June 27, 1940, in tlıe course 
Dİ my interview. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. JlNNAH. 

TVqte : Tlıat no pronouncement or stalemeııt slıould 
Hıe made by His Majesty’s Government wlıiclı wouid, in 
any way, militate against the basic and fundamental 
principles laid down by the Lahore resolution of division 
•of India and creating Müslim States in tlıe Nortlı-west 
.and Eastern zones ; and it may be stated tbat tlıat ideal 
inow has beooine the universal faith of Müslim India. 

That His Majesty’s Government must give delîııite 
.and categorical assıırances to the Mussalmans of India 
îthat no inlerim or final scheme of constitution 'vvoııld 
be adopted by the British Government without tlıe pre- 
Aİons approval of Müslim India. 

Jn view of the rapid developments in Europe and 
.grave daıager tlıat is facing India, it is fuHy realised 
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that everythıng should be done tliat ıs possıble to ınten-- 
sıfy war efforts and mobılıse ali the resources of Indıan 
for her defence for the purpose of maıntaınmg ınternaL 
secuııt^, peace and tıanquıllıty, and to ward off extemaL 
aggression But thıs can only be achıeved provıded tJıe 
Brıtısh Government aıe ready and ^^ıllıng to assocıate 
the Müslim leadeislııp as equal partners ın the Goverıı 
Tnent both at the Centre and ın ali tlıe provınces In 
otheı words, Müslim Indıa leadershıp must be fully 
trusted as equals, and have equal share ın the autUonty 
and control of the Goıenıments, Central and Provıncıal 

Provısıonall) and durıng the peııod of the ^var 
tlıe followıng steps should be taken to comply ıvılh tlıe 
formula, namel>, co operation "vvıtlı the Government \Mth 
equal share ın the authorıty of tlıe Government 

(A) That tlıe Eveculıve Councıl of the Vıccıoy 
should be enlarged, nıthın the frameıvork of the preseni 
con^lıtutıoml exıstıng law, the addılıoml numbeı to 
be "Cttled bj furtlıer dıscussıons, but ıt heıng linderstood 
that the Müslim representatıon must be egual t o thot of 
the Hındııs ıf the CongreSs comes m, othenvıse thc) 
should haıe the majorıty of the addıtıonal mcmbcrs, as 
jt ıs obıious that the mam hürden and the responsıbıîıty 
wıll be borne by îhc Mııssalmans ın that casc 

(B) In tlıe provınces vvhere Scction 93 has to 
operate, nonolTıcıal advısers should lıc appoınlcd, thç 
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aıumber to Le fixed after îurther discussioıı, and tlıe 
mıajority of dıe non-official advisers slıould he the repre- 
sentatives of Mussalmans ; and where the provinces can 
ie run hy comhination of parties or ‘ coalition natur- 
:ally it woııld he for the parties concerned to adjust 
anatters hy agreement among themselves. 

(C) Tliere should he a War Council consisting 
*of not less tlıan fifteen memhers, inciuding the President, 
*to he presided över hy His Excellency the Viceroy. I 
•don’t like tlıe expression “ War Consultative Committee.” 
This Council should regularly meet to deal with, any 
Teview, the general situation as it may develop from time 
to time, and advise tiıe Government with regard to 
anatters in connection with the prosecution of the ■war 
generally, and in particular, ihe fullest development of 
the defence possihle, and finance, and to make a thorough 
economic and industrial drive. In this hody it will not 
he difficult to secure the representafion and full co- 
operation of the Indian Princes, and as far as I can 
judge, they would have no difficulty in joining it, It is 
through this hody dıat the association of the Princes can 
he secured. Here again, the, representation of Muslini 
Tndia must he equal to that of the Hindus if the Congress 
comes in, otherwise dıey should have the ınajority. 

Finally, the representatives of the Mussalmans on 
lîhe ’proposed War Council and the Executive Comıcil 
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of the Goveınor Geneıal, and the addıtıoııal non ofîicjaT 
advısers of tlıe Goveınoıs, should I>e choseıı b) ihe* 
Mııslım League 

H E the Vıceıoy’s letteı to Mr Jmnah 

Sımla, Jul} 6, 1940- 

Dear Mı Jınnah, 

I am mudi oblıged foı tlıe pııvate and peisonaî 
ra em Ol an d um headed “tentatıve pioposal ” ıvhıclı >ou 
ı\ere kınd enoııgh to send me m youı letteı to mjTııvate 
Secretary on Jul> 1 I note the poınls tahen m para- 
graph one of that memorandum, and m the fiisl sentence- 
of paıagıaplı tu o both of whıdı yoıı empinsısed m our 
receııt conveısatıon I uelcome also the amplıficatıon^ 
a'î pııttmg me m fulleı possession of youı mınd, of tliat 
convei'iatıon repıesenled by the halance of your letler» 
But certam of the poınts suggest that ıh ere nny be somc* 
dıght mı«appıelıensıon, w}ııclı yoıı uıll, I thmk, agree- 
tlnt ıt uould be desırable tlnt I dıould cleaı uıthoul 
dela> 

A« regards the expansıon of my Execulıve Councıl, 
this. uould, as yoıı nghtly observe m your n emonndum, 
be uıthın tlıe e\ısttng constılutıoınl «eheme In olher 
uord'', any Councıl «o expanded uould co opera te as u 
uhole and as a «mgle Go\ emmeni of Indi'i It ıs not ip 
ca«e of «tııkıng a Inlancc lıeluecn tlıe dılTcrcnt ıntcre-ls» 
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Ol* of preserving tlıe proporlions behveen Üıe imporlant 
parties. As you yoıırself indicaled in tlıe course of our 
■conversalion, lliere are parlies olher llıan eillıer Congress 
or llıe Muslini League wlıo ııiay fairly daim to be 
considered for inciıısion, and tliere is a very definite 
limit of nıımbers lo any possible expansion. 

At tlıe sanıe lime I really accepl tlıe importance. 
in tlıe evenl of any expansion, of securing adecpıate 
representation of Muslini inlerests, and llıal is a point 
Avliiclı I Avould bear in mind. Tliere is, Iıo^^'ever, as you 
Avili see from my explanation, no cjuestion of responsi- 
bilily falling in grealer or less degree on any parlicular 
seclion. Responsibilily ıvill be tlıal of tlıe Governor- 
General-in-Council as a -svlıole. Again, il will be clear 
tlıal under llıe exisliııg law and practice it must remain 
\vitli llıe Secretary of Slate, in consultatioıı "ivitlı tlıe 
Governor-General’s Executive Comıcil, and suciı persons 
cannot be tlıe nominees of political parties, lıowever 
importaııl ; tlıouglı il may, of course, be assumed tliat 
botb tlıe Secretary of State and tlıe Governor-General 
woııld, in ali cases, do tlıeir utmost to select persons from 
tlıe various sections of tlıe commmıity. 

I need not remind you tliat under law the wlıole 
responsibilily for Government in section 93 provinces 
vests exclusively in tlıe Governor, altlıouglı a Governor 
can, of course, take advantage of tlıe assistance of any 
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adviserö he may appomt Whether, and ıf so at -vvlıat 
poınt and ın ıvhat strengûı, non officıal advısers fıom 
polıtıcal partıes should be appoınled m pıovınces under 
sectıon 93 admınısiration, ın the event oî an expansıon 
of the Govemor General’s Councjl, 'tvould dearly cali 
for consıderatıon ın the lıght of cırcumstances of each 
provınce You wıll, I thınk, agree WJtIı me also that the 
ımportance of the communıty from whıch advıseıs aıe 
<lra\vn ın a parlicular pı o vince has a dııect beaııng 

Your ıdea foı a Waı Councıl ıs, m my vıew, uell 
worth '^vhıle consıderıng, tlıough detaıls uould ha\e to he 
•^orked out Heıe ağam there are, of course, nnny 
partıes to be consıdeıed other dian the Müslim League 
or Congress 

As regards sectıon 111 of youı memorandum, I 
oııght, I thmk,to make ıt clear that ıt \so\ild be constı* 
tutionally ımpossible for the choıce of Müslim gentîc- 
men to be appomted to any expanded Executı\e Councıl 
or as non officıal ad\ısers to rest -ıvıth tbe Müslim League. 
But m tbe contmgency envısaged you need not fear tlnt 
any sııggestions ;)OU mny put fonvard Aioııld not receı\c 
lull consıderatıon 

Let me ın conciusion tlıank jou agaın foı )our \ery 
clear and vahıable memorandum 1 ıcıîı«e, of comse, 
fully tîıat İl ıs not mercij prnate and peı^oınl, bul tlnt, 
m joıır oun uord", ıt embodıes a tcntaluc proposaL 
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1 am sure tJıal 5 ^ou will agree willı me lliat il is well tliat 

tilere should he no misıınderslanding on tlıe iınporlant 

poinis on Avliich I Iıave louched above. 

« 

Yours sincerely, 
Linlithgow. 


Mr. Jinnalı’s lelter. 

Bombay, July 17, 1940. 

Dear Lord Linlitligow, 

I am in receipt of your letler of July 6, 1940, and 

V 

llıank you lor it. 

As regards tlıe constitutional and legal position 
tliat you Iıave been good enough to point out to me in 
•conneption "vvitlı the expansion ol tlıe Executive Council, 
.and also with regard to tlıe appointment of advisers to 
the Governor and tlıe position of tlıe Goverııor, ıvorking 
under Section 93 I fully appreciate it. 

* I am glad that tlıe idea of constituting a War Coun- 
-cil, in your opinion, is well wortlıwlıile considering. 
No doubt the details \vould have to be ıvorked out. But 
I do not tliink there is anything in ıııy memorandum 
which cannot be given effect to by way of convention 
■and, if the Secretary of State and yourself meet us in 
the spiril of trust and co-operation, the legal and cons- 
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titııtional foımalities can be met and complied witlu 
Wbat is ıeqıured is tlıe spirit of complele un ders tan d ing. 

I am, }joı\e\er, gratefııl to you foı yoıır assurance 
in paıagraph foc of your letter, \vith legaıd to tlıe choîc& 
of Müslim gentlemen to he appointed to the Executive 
Council Ol as non-officıal ad\iseıs, ısbich luns as fol- 
lows : “ But in the contîngency envisaged you need not 
feaı that any suggestion you may put foıuard 'uould not 
leceive full consideıation.” On my paıt, I hope that 
I shall meel you in e\er)" leasonable ıvay possîble. 

Yours sincerelv, 

M. A. Jl\NAH. 

H. E. the Viceroy’s letteı to Mı. Jinnah en roııte 
to Poona, 

Augıtst 5, 1910. 

Deaı Mı. Jinnah, 

I ha\e !ıad the advanlage of recent discu'^siou ısith 
you ın regaid to the geneıal political situalion in India, 
and I lm\e leported our conversations on tliat matter to 
His GoseYument, ^^i\h v.l\OTn also I has e lıeen 

in consullation as to the desirabîlity of some furlher 
slatenıent designed to remove mîsunderstandİngs and 
furüıer lo clarify thcir înlenlions İn the constitutionaî 
fıeld. I «im glad lo say tliat I ha\c nou becn authorised 
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lo make ihe slalenıeııl of wlnch I enclose a copy. It 
Avili be pııblished in llıe morning papers of Tbursday 
Aııgust 8. and I would ask you lo Ireal il as enlirely 
secrel and for yoıır personal informalion unlil llıen. 

As you will see His Majesiy's Governnıenl bave 
aulborised ine lo invile a cerlaiıı nıımber of represen- 
lative Indians lo join my Execulive Coııncil, and llıey 
bave aulborised ine furllıer to establislı a War Advisory 
Coııncil wlîiclı would meel al regular inlervals and wlıiclı 
■\vould conlain represenlalives of tbe Indian Slales and 
of ollıer interests in tlıe national life of India as a wlıole. 

I trusl sincerely tlıat you and the organisalion of which 
you are the President will be prepared lo join wilh ine in 
llıe Central Covernment and in llıe War Advisory Coun- 
cil ; and I ıvould greatly appreciate il if you are able to • 
let ine bave a reply by August 21 at the lalest. I ıvould 
bo^ıe to bave an opportunity of conversation ıvitlı you in 
Bombay on August 13, and I suggest tlıat tlıis ıvoııld be 
a convenienl opportunity to clear tlıe ground for yoıır 
formal reply. I woııld only add tlıat I anı anxious tlıat 
tlıe names of tlıe expanded Executive Coııncil slıould 
appear not later tlıan tlıe end of August, and tliose of tlıe 
War Advisory Council by the ıniddle of September at 
the latest and if possible earlier tlıan tlıat date. 

Yoıırs siiıcerelv, 

Linlithgow... 
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Letler from H E tLe Vıceroy to Mr Jınnah 

Dated August 14, 1910 

Dear Mr Jmnah, 

I thmk İt may be convenıent for you to ha\e in 
^\rıtıng the Information on the poınts belou ıvlııch I 
^a\e you ın our conversation today I ınformed you ın 
ıha t conver-ation first that my statement clearly «safe 
guarded the Müslim posıtion ın relatıon to future constı 
tutional development secondlj, tliat I equall) pro\ıded 
a basıs on ı\hıclı tbe IMuslıms could, ıf thej so desired, 
co operate at the Centre As I explaıned to jou m ouı 
eaılıer conver'^atıon, I cannot yet take up the ıssue of 
the proMiıces but I do not conlemplate non oRicıal 
^dvi'-ers at any rate at thıs stage 

You a-'ked me the probable strength of the expanded 
Executı\e Councıl I cannot, for reasons rshıch ^ou \\ill 
4ippıecıale, jet ındıcate a precıse figuıe, but tlıe total 
«îtıength of the Councıl ıvıll be lıkely to be ın tlıe neıgh 
bouıhood of 11 If, as I tru<ît, the Müslim Leıguc aıe 
pıepared to accept my ınvılalıon, I \\ould like jou to 
İftl Toe panel oî «>ay fonr, -v to 

mj «electıng tno fıom ıt for appoıntmenl to mj Councıl 
A» I ln\e alreadj made cîear to you, SırZafrulla Khan, 
ıf he remaın» ın my Councıl, mil not count agıınst thıs 
•figüre II 1 " cîeırîv ımpossıble unlıl the dı^cu'^ıona ou 
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^\•lnclı I anı al preseni enjıaged are conıplelc lo indicale 
prcei>ely \\lial \vould be llıe jıarlies rcpresenicd in ihe 
expanded Council. 


d lıe .-Ircngllı and eonıposilion of ihc War Advisoiy 
Conneil ean elearly (inly bc fıxed aflcr llıe cxpansion of 
llıe Exeeulive Couneil is eonıplele. Here, too, I shoıdd 
be gralefnl if yon would be good enouglı lo Icl ine bavc 
a panel of nanıes for nıy eonsideralion on llıe assunıplion 
lluP illere ^vould probably bc, say. fivc Muslini Lcague 
rc))l■c^entalives oııl of a lolal of sonielhing in llıe neiglı- 
boıırlıood of 20. 


As yoıı ^vill ajıpreeiale. I anı very anxious lo lake- 
very enriy decisions in ihcse nıallcrs and lo reaclı fınalily 
as regards llıe personnel of ,lbe expanded Execulive 
Council and of llıe Advisory Council al as early a dale- 
as possible. and I liope ihat you ıvill be able lo assisi me- 
by lelling nıe lıave a very early rcpiy. 

Tilere is,-of course, no objeclion Mıalcver lo yoıır 
communicating llıe informalion above lo your colleagııes 
confidenlially, but I slıould be grateful if aııy publicity 
could be avoided for llıe preseni. 


Yours sincely, 
Linlithgow.. 
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H E^lhe Vıceroy’s letter. 

Dated S imla, Septemher 25, 1940 

Deaı Mı Jınnalj, 

I duly leceıved tlıe lesolııtıons of tlıe Woıkıng 
HCommıttee of tbe Müslim League passed at tlıeıı meel 
ıngs m Bombay, on Septembeı 2 

I have, I tlımk, made tlıe genel al posıtion peıfectly 
cleaı 111 the couıse of ouı conveısatıon, and ıt ıs umıeces 
saıy fol me to enteı ınto fuıtheı detaıl about ıt beıe As 
legaıds ceıtam specıfic matters, I would, lıoueveı, pul 
on lecoıd that I explaıned to you tlıe constıtutıonal 
leasons uİneli make ıt essenlıal tliat tlıe clıoıce of ıneın 
beis of the Governor GeneıaBs Executıve Councıl nıust 
jest exclusıvely wıth the Goveınoı Geneıal and tlıe 
Secretaıy of State, ^vıth ıvhom ıt must ıe»t to tendcı 
advıce ın thıs matteı to His Majesty I appıecıate, how 
eveı, the dıfiîcultıes ‘vvlııch, yon made ıt cleaı to me, 
confıonted }ou ın conneclion uıth the foımatıon of the 
panel uhıclı î İnd earlıer suggesled to you, and m the 
lıght of ouı di'^cussıon I am conlent tliat the selectıon of 
ıepıesentalı\e^, nhıle restmg^Mth the Goveınoı General, 
should lıe btsed, ın the ca'^e of the Müslim League (and, 
^bould llıey so desıre, of the olher parti e» to be repre 
''Cnlcd ın my Councıl) not on a panel fomıally submıtted, 
but on confıdentıal dıscussıon beltveen tlıe İcader of the 
pırtj conccıncd and my-'elf 
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I lıave also indicated the impracticability of a final 
-decision as to tlıe total strength of tlıe expanded Council 
•or as to the allocation of portfolios (a matter wlıich 
must, of course, rest entirely witlı the Governor-General) 
Tintil tlıe replies of ali tliose ıvho may be invited to serve 
.have been received. But I ha ve made clear to you (as 
I have also to the leaders of the other parties whom I 
.have recently seen) my attitude on both ihose issues. 

The general position of His Majesty’s Government 
had been made clear in my statement of August 8 and 
.in the Secretary of State’s speech in the House of Com- 
mons on August 15, it is that His Majesty’s Government 
regard the expansion of my Council and the constitution 
•of a War Advisory Council as steps of the first import- 
.ance in terms of the association of Indian public opinion 
with the conduct of the war by the Central Government 
.and of the constitutional machinery of the Government 
-of India pending the post-war investigations, the machi¬ 
nery for which has been indicated in my statement and 
in Mr. Amery’s speech. His Majesty’s Government 
-sincerely trust that the Muslini League, like the other 
parties and interests 'vvhich they have invited to join the 
•expanded Council and to participate in the War Advisory 
•Council, will respond to that invitation. Their collabo- 
ratioıı in both tliose bodies will, of course, be entirely 
nvithout prejudice to tlıe coıısideration and decision after 
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fhe conciusion of the war, and on the hasis already indi- 
cated in my statement, of the rnain constitutional îssue. 
But His Majesiy’s Government trust and anlicipale that 
ihey and the other parlies ^dıo are lepresented in tlıe 
expanded Council and the War Advisory Council 'vvili 
uelcome the oppoılunıty offered to them of influencing- 
the cause of publıc affairs in the immensely important 
peıiod ndıich lies ahead, and> in so doing, ndll, in the 
norking throughout the perİod of the war of tliose bodies, 
fınd a hasis for that general co-operation, ^vith full 
legaıd to the interests of ali concemed, on 'vvhich the 
post-nar constitution foıeshadoned in my statement and¬ 
ın the Secretaıy of State’s speech can be buîlt. 

Youıs sincerely, 
Lînlitiicotv. 


Mr. Jınnah’s letter. 

New Delhi, Septemher 26, 1940, 
Dear Loıd Linlithgmv, 

I anı in leceîpt of your letter of Septemher 25, 
1910, in leply t o the resolulion of the Workîng Com* 
mitlee of the All-India Muslini Leaguc on Septemher 2, . 

nhich ı\as despatehed to you ıvitlı my coıering letter of 
Septemher 5. 
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I slıall place tlıe matter befcre ihe Committee on 
September 28, and let you have tlıe reply as soon a& 
possible. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. JlNNAH, 

H. E. the Viceroy’s letter. 

Dated, Simla, September 25, 1940 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

You asked me yesterday to let you have a formal 
reply before you left for Delhi to the resolutions which 
you were kind enough to send me earlier this montlı, 
and I accordingiy send you a formal letter herewith. 
I have given the most careful consideration since we 
parted last night as to whether I could devise any form 
of words such as you mentioned ’to me "vvhich ■vvould 
meet the purpose which you had in view. I warned you, 
as you will remember, that I anticipated the greatest 
difficulty in doing so, and I am bound to confess with 
regret that I have in fact after the most careful thought 
found it impracticable. But, knowing your mind as I 
do, I have endeavoured in the last paragraph of my 
formal letter sent herewith to do what I could to make 
tlıe general position clear, and I hope that that may be 
of assistaııce to you. I trust tliat in tlıe light of our 
talks you will now be able to let me have a definite 
decision önce your meeting at Delhi is över, and I trust 


3 
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ihat tliat decision nıay be a fa\ouıable one ; foı matleıs 
have noR reached a blage at Rbîch ît is essential tîıat a 
defînite conciusion should be reached. 

Youıs sîncerely, 
Li\lithcow. 

i\Ir. Jinnah’s letter. 

Dated Netv Delhi, September 26, 1910. 
Dear Loıd Linlîtlıgo^v, 

I thank >ou foı >our lelteı of September 25 and I 
«xtremely regıet tliat )ou are unable lo meel me on tbe 
point ı\hıch I raised duıing tlıe conıse of om conveı- 
satîon on tbe 24tlı, tiıough in tlıe comse of tlıe dîscussions 
>ou appreciated and lecognised tliat it Ras a vital point 
so far as tbe Muslini League ı\as conceıned, ııaniely, 
tliat in tlıe e\ent of any otbeı paıty decîding later on 
lo be asbocialed asitli your Executne Council to assist 
in tbe prosecution of ı\ar it sbould be alloı^ed to do so 
on terms tbat ınay be appıo\cd of and consented to by 
tbe Müslim League paıty, as \\e ıvere enlering itilo, so 
lo say, a “ uar contract 

I ibank yoıı for yom endeavour in tbe lasi p.ıra- 
grapb of your formal letter lo do ishal you could to 
make tlıe general position clear, bul, I anı afraid, it 
does not meel tbe point raised by me and I canııot 
<îeri%c mudi assistance from İL 

Yours sîncereî), 

M. A. JiNN^ıı. 



COURESPONDENCE: 


MR. JINNAH & MR. GANDHI 




WIT 11 MT?. JINNAîî 


O i 


Mı-. M. A. Jinnalı <enf Mr. 1)‘. G. Kfırr ^vîth a 
.-'pccial mossafrc lo Gandhiji alıoııt Miıultı-Mıısliüi 
IJııity. ]\îr. Klıer sa\v Gandhiji al d'ithal. As a rnsıdt 
•of llıcir fonvorsatîon Gandhiji addrcss(.'d llıe followiınr 
‘lotlc'r U) M)'. Jinnalı fronı J ilha] : 


rithal. May 22. 1937. 


Dkmi Shhi Jinnah. 


Klu’r has pivnn nnı your nn's^ajıc. I AsaGh I oonhî 
•dt» sonıollıinp: hnt T am nlUn-ly ludjılcss. My failli in 
IJnilv is as hriclıt as nvcr : onlv I sen no davlichl ont 

• ^ 4 ir • ^ 

•of iho iınponolrahlo darkno>s. and in snrh distros*' î 

•«’iv onl lo God for lichl. 

♦ * 

Yoıırs siıu'orcî}', 

M. K. Gandhi. 


lailiT frnnı Mr, Gandhi lo Mr. Jinnalı. 
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“As I reati it, tlıe A\lıoIe of yom speeclı is a declara- 
tîon of v,a\. Onl>, I had hoped ^ou ^'.ould leseıve- 
pooı me as a bridge beUveen ihe tu o. I see that )ou 
want no bııdge. I a m son >. It la kes tu o to nıake a 
quaııel. You uon’t fmd me one, even îf I cannot become 
a peace-maker. 

“ This ıs not foı publication, unless >ou desirc it. 
Il !«: üniten ın ali good faitb and out of an anguished 
lıeart.’^’ 

Letter fıom Mı. İmnah to Mı. Gandlû. 

Dated Bombay, Novembeı 5, 1937.. 

“ I am of opinion tliat I uas fully justificd in 
pubb-inng )our letter from Teelbal last May ; I am 
of opinion that I "ivas fully justifıed in doing so ; but 
)ouı letteı nıeans sometbıng dîffeıent fıom ubal I 
Uiulersland ıt to mean SuıeK it uas öpen lo )on to 
offeı )oıu e\planatıon to tbe public. The Jetler un« 
not ınarked as ıt is usu al to do so ulıen îls publication 
is not deşiled lq tlıe uıiter, and ni} nıessage to ^on uas 
not pıhate. Even nou yon do not ındicalc bou I Iıave- 
mi5inKİıer‘'lood yoıu atlıuide or tbc conlcnt-> oî tlurt 
letteı. 

“I am soır) )ou tlunk ım spcech at I.ucknou 
declaratiou of uar. ît i*» pureU İn «elf-defence. Kindlv 
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re:Kİ il iigain and trv and underi?land il. Evidenlly you 
have ııol boen follo\ving ihe coursc of evcnis of llıe 
lası l\\*elve ınonlhs. 


“ As lo rcserving yon as a ‘ bridgc * and ‘ pcace- 
ınaker don’i you tbink yonr conıplelc silence for ali 
ibese monlbs bas idenlifıed you \villi llıe Congress 
îeaderslıip- allbougb I kno\v llıal you arc nol even a 
four-anna uıeıubcv of llıal bodv. 


“ I rcgrel lo say llıal I iind nolbing definile or any 
conslrııctive pioposal in your lellep ınıder reply, excepl 
llıal il is UTİllen in ali good failli and oul of an anguislı- 
ed lıearl wlıiclı I recijırocale.** 


Leller from Mr. Gandlıi lo Mr. Jinnah. 

1 

Daled Segaoıı. February 3. 1938. 

“ Pandil Nelıru lold me yeslerday llıal you were 
coınplaining lo llıe Maniana Sahih aboul llıe absence of 
alıy reply from me lo your leller of Novemlıer 5 in 
reply to mine of Oclober 19. The leller was received 
by me wben I ıvas pronounced by llıe doclors to be 
seriously ili in Calcutla. The leller was shown to me 
three days after ils receipl. Had I thonghl il necessarily 
called for a reply, even ihough I Avas ili I would have 
sent one. I have re-read the leller. I stili think thal 
illere ıvas notlıing useful thal I could have said in reply. 
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awav as State prisoııers in the small hours of the 4th januafy, 
193İ 

Klıan Abdul Gaffar Khan and Pt. Ja\vaharlal Nehrû 
had already İtd the van. The rest of the Indian politicîans 
]ed the rear. The Satyagralıis came for\vard in their thou- 
sands. In 1921 they were thirty thousand in number and that 
was considered a big number. In 1930*31, withİn a short 
inlerval of ten months, ninety thousand men, women and 
children \vere convicted and sentenced. No one kno\vs how 
many \vere beaten, but the number can not be less than 3 or 4 
timesthe number imprisoned, People were either beaten 
down into pâralysis of ali activity, or simply tired ^o\vn by a 
cat and mouse 'policy. The old game ol beating prisoners 
\vas renc\ved. Office secrets \vere asked to be divulged. 
‘‘Where are your papers, your books, and your lists of subscrip- 
tions and volunteers?” That was the demand of Government 
and young men \vere harassed and unutterable tlûngs \verc 
said, unspeakable punishments were planned and executed. 
Jmagine an advocate of the High Court being subjected to the 
tortu re of his hair being plucked out one by one as a mark of 
Poliçe displeasure at his not giving out his name and address. 

Ncw occasions callcd for ne w Ordinances. The United 
Provinces Emergency Powers Ordinance which \vas issued on 
the 14th of Decembcr, 1931, authorised the Local Government 
to impose collectivc fines on the inhabİtants of a particular 
arca which could be recovered as Lan d Revcnue.* The three 
Ordinances relating to the North-Wcst. FrontUr Province 
%vere issued on the 24th of Dccember, 1931. One of them ran 
on the lincs of the U. P, Ordinance and provided against 
liabiHties. Tlıe othcr t\vo \vere known as 
‘ T> t * r Po\vers Ordinance and the N. \V. IL P. 

Un!awful Assocİation Ordinance. ' 

On the 4th of January, four new Ordinances were issued 
known as (1) the Emergency Powers Ordinance. (2) Unîawful 
Instıgatjon Ordinance, (3) Unlau'ful Assocİation Ordinance 
and (4) Prcventİon of MoIestatİon and Boycott Ordinance. 

.4 7" "" ^“Ch the same lincs as those 

driirmîni/l İntensive and more 

repression was ever so much more ruthiess' 
ever so much more dcep. 

1 he Government offensive started with tlıe nrrest of 

Puel / res.dent of tlıe Congress, Sardar Vallabhbhal 

I alt , m t he carly hours of üıe 4th of January. The above 

n r“ı<.mi«r >'??- 

anu tMtmicd to sCvcral Provinces. \Vithin the ncxt few 

iWhîhl Pr^^ically the whole country. Many 

İr MiKial and vuG>rdn,ate Comınittees, Ashramv, National 
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Schools an»3 other National institutions were dcdarcd unlawful, 
and their houses, furnilure and funds .and other movcables 
scized. Most of the leading Congressmen iiı the country. \vere 
suddenlv clapped into jails. The Congrcss organisation was 
thus apparently left \vithout leaders, \vithout funds, and evcn 
\vithout any local habitation. The Congressmcn \vho had been 
left behind* were not, in spite of this sudden and deterniined 
s\voop, \vithout rcsources. 

Everyone took up the \voric wherever he happened to be. 
The Wo’rking Committec had decided that vacancies on it, 
unlike in 1930, be not filled up and Sardar Vallabhbhai, anti- 
cipating his own arrest. had made out a lisi of scvcral pcrsons 
\vho \vould act in his placc during his abscnce one after 
another. The Working Comraittee had transferrc-d ali its 
- po\vers to the President, and the P.resident in his turn transferr-: 
ed them to his successors \vho, in their turn, could nominate 
their o\vn successors \vith sinıilar powers. İn the Provinces 
also, wherever it was possible, the \vhole power of the’ 
organisation was delegated to one person and similarly these 
po\vers percolated to a series öf. individuals exercising the 
rights of a Congress Committec in Districts, Thanas, TLalukas 
and even villages. İt \vas these individuals who came to be 
popularly kno\vn as ‘Dictators.’ 

One of the difficulties which faced the organisers of any 
Civil Disobedience campaign related to the Ia\vs which 
could be selected for disobedience. İtisevident that any 
la\v and every la\v may not be.disobeyed. - The ordinances 
with their \vide remifications solved this difficulty lor the 
Congress. In the different Provinces different items \vere 
selected, while there. were certain items prescribed from 
time to time by the Acting President of the Congress. Thus, 
picketing of liquor shops- and foreign ;cIoth shops and of 
Britİsh gööds was an item common to ali Provinces. In the 
United Provinces on a pretty large scale, and in a portion- 
of Bengal non-payment of rent was an important item. In 
places in Bihar and Bengal, payment of Chaukidari tax was 
withheld. İn the Central Provinces and the Berar, Karnatak 
and some places in U. P., the Madras presidency and Bihar, 
Forest Laws were disobeyed. Salt Laws were defied in 
many places by manufacture, collection, or sale of illicit salt. 
Meetings and proceedings were of course prohibited and were 
held, in, spite of such prohibition. At an early stage of the 
struggle, a fâvourite item of the programme was the obser- 
yance of .what came to be known as special days. These 
were in corinection with special events . or individuals, or for 
special purposes, e. g. Gandhi Day, Motilal Day, Frontieı 
Day, Martyrs Day,. Flag Day and a number of other days. 
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As already stated, the Government had laken possession 
of Congress offices and Ashrams. Attempts \vere made in 
rnany placcs to get back symbolical possession of these places 
m Government hands, thus disobeying the Ordinance vvhich 
made entry ınto those plaCes a trespass. These attempts 
came to be known as ‘raids*, Under the Ordinances th^ 
service of any press was not availatle to the Conoress. This 

bÜnSijrf . “P of unanıl.orised 

bul etıns leaflets, news*sheeis, reports ete., which \vere tvoed 

cyciostyled. duphcated, or even printed, but without the names 

ol the press or the printers as required by law. some 3er 

the names of non-exıstent Presses and persons. It is reraark- 
able that m spıte of Pohce vigiJance these news-sheets \nd 
buUetms were issued regularly and contin3 to fumish 
Information to the country, as a whole of ali 
haıyening The service of tfıe Post Office and thf TdegrS! 
was demed to tfıe Congress, and it cstablished İts own svstem 
of carryıng ıts post not only from place to nlacp in n P ^ 
b.t a şo , rom .he All-lnJia Office ,o .he’^l>rovinces “w 

cd^ -ınd Vf ""n ‘''“= P0S‘“' “f'iclos .vere <fet«!- 
cd and naturally arrested or othervvise dealt wîfh • 

System whıclı had really been started to\vards the Jatter nn'f 

ol the ınovement of 193ü u'as almost perfected in lOTJ 

Government werc unable to locate even hn nf7 

of ıhe muvemen. emana.ed, and when önce eitl.Tr ^?r 
oran mdividual condneting i. was loca?ed aâ ^ 

actıon, another sprang up and carried nn ti.o ı 

çonference jn ılıc 1‘rovinccs and dLricls ıM oel A 

"„"r u'e'-iîdrsrl" 

An ;,b/.rl!SŞr'ı^™ • 

'fo Sc. 7„s“^ i»ârdinff'’.ndl‘.s 

fen.» 

|4‘cStof3dg„'X!t,'^o^^ PröıŞira^da'for 


!l ib' *v‘> Kh: :?up|H>‘un.! îhn’. CnıVcrumtMU alU'V a n esli 
îhe İemjcts u'euhî tn'anne and mild. AH du* j»C)\vrrs 

refenvd lo in du; Ordinances \v<-rıt ns<n!. l**ui tlu-ro \vere 

certain l’tjnns rd roprof-s’um \vh5rh evciı *h!’ OrdİnaufU.s, 

tiraştîn as dıcv ^vcr<*, dîti nuı sanedon tar o.MUetuphUe. Ntu'd* 
îess s;’.y dtai arrosts svrrc ınude in îat'sje tîumİ.n'rs l>nt dıoy 
madc \vsdi disoritninniinn, the înl;d mnnbrr i'l ooju'ir.* 
lions t.'ciny anyîÎJİıi',;' nni h;ss dian a laldn U suitn becatno 

ajıpatfjU thaî. in sjnîc ol ıMmp juiîs and îrnıjıt>rary jails 
besiye opencd, dıc nnndHTs îhai ollcred dnanstdrcs lor arresi 
couîıî ihu ali bf acc<nnjno(iai<‘d. İl \vas dıcndoro ınaicssary 
lo ınake a sclcction, and only tbose \vlio \verct supposctl lo 
jsossfss somc ori'Unisinp capanily or \vcro proıninendy assuci- 
alcd \vidi dui rongress or^anisaiion \vcro ordinarily inıpri- 
soned. Nor \vas il an oasy snaiicr lo dcal widı tlu-ın in 
Prison. dian ninety*rıvi; pı:r*cenl of the junsons a»n- 

vicied \verc pdaced in dıe ‘C* Class. Tİıerc \vas a very snıall 
siırinidiji}» ol congressmen [ilaccd in iIk; ‘B* class, \vliilc dıe 
'A* class \vas maintained only in name in several placcs and 
very sparİngiy grauted in odıers. 

Tiıe coıulil'ions of prison life \verc also not such as lo be 
easily tolerated by a class of persons wcll broughl np and 
having dıeir o\vn ideas about thtnı. Ali dıis very (d’ten 
brougİil dit m into confiici \vidi prison autlıorilits, \vhicli 
rtsulied in the imposition of various Idnds of jail jjfnalties 
sancıioncd ijy the rules and not unolten in beatingsand oiher 
kinds of lortûre \vhich can easily be prncliscd \vitliin prison 
Nvalls ıvhere there is no fcar of deleclion. One pariicularly 
airocious case of assault and beaıing for refusal lo submit 
lo dıe humilii'iting condilion of sitting in a paıticular posture 
Icd to dıe prosccution and convietion of a jailor and his 
assistani and some oihers in Nasik Jail, bul lailıi-charges on 
Civil Disobedionce prisoners wcre nol uncommon. 7'he 
conditions of life in the tempornry Jails, wiıh their tin-sheds 
\vhich gavc prolcetion neilher against Ihe heat of May and 
June nor dıe cold of December and Janua.ry, wilh ıheir 


over*cro\vding and conscquent insanitary :conditions, Averc 
quite intolerablc. There were, no doubt, sdme jails whorc 
the treatment was tolerably fair but that \vas .rather the 
CKcepdon dian the rule. Somc of the permanent jails also 
\vere no beller. İt was reporicd that the Health of the 
Poliücal prisoners in ıuany of the jails, particularly in camp 
jails \vas far from saüsfactory. Dysentry \vas comnıön in ali 
the seasons, \vhile the rains and cold Aveather brought pneu- 
monia and serious lung trouble to not ^ a few. Many died 
as prisoners. The conditions ih the permanent jails in sdme 
places \vere; not much better, . The treatment depended 
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nalurally on the cliaracter and temper of the iramediate Jail 
officials, and tlıese, \vith some notable exceptions here and 
there, wcre neither considerate nor even fair. 

The Tolice had early taken to device.of dispersing crowds 
and processions by lathi-charge. There \vas hardly ,an 
important place in any Province , wherç the movement 
showcd signs of life which did not expcrience tlıese lathi- 
charges. İn many places. the injurics caused were serious 
and the numbcr of those injured large. It was .a practıce 
wıth the cro\vds to collect together to see what was happeniKc 
wlıere some Satyagrahis were marching in procession lıoldİn^ 
a ıneetıng, carrying on what İs called a ‘raid’ or ensaıred. İn 
pıcketıng, and when tİıe lathi-chârge was nıade, no discrimi- 
natıon was made between those who had assembled as sitrht* 
seers and those \vho had göne with the set .purpise^-of 
dısobeyıng the lau-. İt was not unoften that the sight-seers 
were the vıctıms of these lathi-charges and Satyagrahis \vere 
arrested and othenvise dcalt with, Satyagrlhi^s, too had 
theır share of these assaults. not only in a crt^vd where ’they 

\vtre mıxed up wıth oiher people but within the auieter and 

lesscxatıngcnvironmentsofa Poliçe lock-up or a prison 

r ^epjrted that in many places 

^ mentıgnable atrocıtıes and tortures \vere perpetrated the 
\ariety and the crucity of \vhich varicd with the intelligence 
rcsourcefulncss and callousncss of the particular offieers 

1- Government had discovered thht while the 
Sat^'agrahıs \vcre prepared for prison, beating and torturo 
and many of them even to be-slıot, there were raanv \vho 
^ould succumb if an attack was made on their pronertv 
Ac^rdmgly l.e.vy fines were imposod on coSion 
^ neı.mos thoy rose to fivo figuros. Tlıree .nd foSî iguro"’ 

üff virtn^ıı f ^ ^ of much value \vere not sold 

annîlS «f 

the cxtra-lCKal and the iIlcfAl ^^ven more was 

in not a fc\v c-ı»;#*»! tr»» Fİ ’^^’^^^oıent and loss amounitng 

moveaSics like furnîtn- 

evencatd^and Siîig >."dlery and 

itmcsdcstroyed but the verv Kn sold and some 

»p*rcd. Thorc'nro tnttny i/, 
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\viio cire İandİcss e veri to-day 3^nd wIıose suffering was 
entirely voluntary, in the sense tliat they refused to pay what 
they could easily ha ve paid if sufferings \vere none-the-less 
İnıposed npon thenı, because, they need not have been 
deprived of ali that they löst. The agriculturists of Gujrat 
\vho joined in the non-payment of Revenue and rent campaign 
went through sufferings \vhich it is impossible to deseribe, 
but they did not berid. There were nıany places where extra 
poliçe were posted as^a punitive nıeasure and theiı cost 
realised from the inhabitants. . From four or five places only 
in Bihar where such extra poliçe \vere posted in the Province, 
no less than four lakhs and seventy thousand was realised 
as punitive tax» The terroi* and havoc created by tthe 
posting of additlonal force was so great. in parts of the 
dİstrict of l^hdriapur in Bengal that the bulk of the Hindu 
population of two Thanas in the District actually evacuated 
their homes and shifted to the neighbouring areas in the 
midst of indeseribable suffering resulting in the^ death of 

wonîen. . • ’ 

Besides such Punitive Tax, riolleetive fines were also 
imposed on many locâlities and the inhabitants were made 
to pay them. İn several places in the country, firing was 
resorted to and many persons killed and many more injured. 
İn this respect the N.W.F.P. suffered the severest losses in 

killed and injured. 

Thus the atrocities of the Government \vere progtessively 
inereasing since’ 1857 \vith the application of Ne\yer, more 
drastic and more tyrannical methods for.the supression of the 
peoples’ desires and efforts to be free. But it should not be 
ignored that önce the battie of freedom is begun, it can never 
end unless it is won. 
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PARt lî :■ 

EVENTS LEADİNG TO QUIT İNDIA MOVE 

CHAPTER I 

CONGRESS AND WAR 

On September 1 1939, Germany marched into Poland ant 
two days iater the Brıtısh and French Governments decIaVec 

o "uTbv 'rr/nite law the declaratio: 

V J • United Kıngdom was enough to draır indi' 

automatıcally mto the tvar and make her a bellİKerent countr\ 
andanencmy of Germany. It was left to h^ V cerov S 
nd.a sımply to announce the decision .vhtch was mTe fr 

‘his the vtroy 

Ko govcrnment and people outside the British Fr<*nrh 
and German empires entered the war on Us outbreak A 
İrce peoples of the world outside the three < 

wcre ncutral in iMryinfî decrees ^ ^ emptres 

Empire, the Government and people of IreHnH^K^? 
to remain neutral. The neonle^ of r ^ ^ 

Ncw Zealsnd, though they fS m pari of ?he’Brifeh''F’' 

wcra also not automaticaliy dranned into fL " ^ ^"'Ptre. 

quaI.icVs'o^,l^l'5Veat“,^trul^ I," 

nıcnt of the United u 

declarcd India a belliger^nt SuSrv 'wiSn 'I «»d 

Indian people. Through an unbrokcn chaTn 0 /*'^"^^ 
sıvc annual ses-îionc r-„ ^*^*^*-« tuaın ot Jour succes* 

of the lâtîan pTpîc not ,0 “Z"'^ "" hcLalf 

'vhich Britaİn micrht foree on*î resist a vvar 

to tlıe forcign policy vvhich the^ which vvent contrarv’ 

Intlt. "= ‘‘'•■"'i™ on nar ran’^be made only by Frco 

>>'<• frctdom oMiT’ own''^"uU?on'T''l"'''‘^'' 

othcr peoples is to br* Pıni conquered and 

tl»* irniftTİalism of Britaİn and otl 

pnMIyatthe r(><>tnftl.evvürM^ 

İn apat, from «dm n Pu 'i'o'-noo antl tvars. 

rı.tsn ımı>trrıaljbm does fo the 
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populations subject to it and the standing model and incite- 
ment dıat it is to other well armed po\vers to outrival it, 
British foreign policy must also be held responsible for 
encouraging the forces of evil as in the Italo-Ethiopian, 
Spanish and China-Japan \vars and, thus for hastening a 
world war. İndia therefore, can ha ve nothing to do. with a 
\var \vhose object may in any way be the continuance either 
of iınperialism or fascism. The World can be made, secure 
against the erime of \vars onIyifthe imperialist and fascist 
Systems are destroyed. 

Fourthly, india offers her co-operation in the cause öf real 
colleetive securit}»’ of the peoples oi the world and in that of 
freedom and democracy. . . • , • 

• Fifthly, the inereasing use of armaments and their rapidly 
mounting manufactuı*e is a source of serious anxiety to the ■ 
future of the world. İn pursuance of this policy and the; 
aetion notvvithstanding of the Indian Government in despateh- 
ing İndiaıı troops oyerseas, the Congress Worldng Gommittee 
even before the outbreak of the preşent war had- withdrawn 
Congress raembers of the Central Legislature from its sessions. 

EventS/moved fast and coniusingiy . tül the Working- 
Committee met and isşued a manifesto on September 14i- This 
manifesto examiued tİıe issues involved in the preseiıt war 
and outlined India’s attitude to\vardş them. 

■ Firstly, it objected to the manner in \vhich Indialıad been 
declared a belligerent country and the powers and-, activities 
of the Provincial Governments limited - under the various 
Ordinances. İt saw in this actiön of the British Government 
a deliberate ignoring of the wishes of the Indian people. 

Secondly, the manifesto made it clear that dn.dia could not 
associate herself in a war under complusion.and w,ithout her 
Jree eçnsent \vhiçh she could give only after she was assured 
her own freedom and considered the cause of the war -vvörthy, 
“Co-operation must be between equalş by mutual consent.for 
a cause which both consider to be.worthy’’, said the manifesto. 

Thirdly, the Working Çornmittee drew attention to. the'past 
of,the British Government and its foreign policy . which had 
ignored again and again high ideals and the,sentLments of its 
ö\vn people. The war of 1914-18 which was declared to.have 
been fought for the preseryation öf democracy, self-detefmi- 
nation and the freedom of small nations had ended üp in 'â 
treaty which had denied ali these. Subsequently, the British 
Government betrayed democracy and peace in Manehuria,; 
Abyssinia, Spain and Czechoslovakia. ,, • : 

Fourthly, the manifesto contemplated with ahxiety. the 
terrible ştate of the. world to-day. It said, Vinnumerable 
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clıildren ha ve been bombed to 
dfeath from the aır m öpen ?cıties, cold blooded massacres 
torture and utmost lıumiliation ha ve folIowed each other in 
qnıck succession durıng these years of horror. That horror 
grovvs and violence and threat of violence shadow the worW 
and unless checked and ended will destroy the precious 

of^thp pf past ages." In co^emnİng the latest aggression 
the Nazı Government m Germany against Poland the 
anıfesto reıterated the Congress disapproval crf the ideolcKrv 
and practıce of Pascism and Nazism, their glorification^f 
war and violence, their sweeping a^vay of wdl esfa£ed 
prıncıples and recognısed standards of civiHsed behav- 

lour and their suppression of the human spiril. 

in manifesto found the cause of the present war 

Inv ^ and pohtical conflicts and contradictions which 
alarmingiy since the last Great War'’. These 

conflirts Md establish a new cguiUbr^m m ‘''f= 

dominalion of one country by “nother h.. 
cconomic relations have to roomânîsed for thf îf 

ne\v*order that is enviîî'îfT^rP' jmperıaiısm and the 

trcalment ol indi" J'" itdism and ıhe 

bıdianpcople tu framc “their mrâ" con"stitutTon" dım“S 

SStrcff -‘-naf i‘‘‘t“|;?"ene™ . I iî 

pos^ible elncmsk ® Ittrgest 

Seventhly, the manifesto asserted tim t f.. ı 

Indıa vvill gladlv assocKtf lır.r.e»if -»ıdemocrafıc 
nttıtual derînce aCTTnst arnrol^i' "‘"l "•''«»■'s for 

lion" and shotvetUIıe wilKne«" rlı' '^‘’J.î'O'iomic co-opera- 

to S-tve their co^^erati: ' İn"®t1 e^a k 'of 

Europe and Chİna. checkmg horror in 

•'.e İ'n'Sv.î'o^leEn'l ='PPtt>'«i "to 

and in this gravc Iıour of p~ril to oontroversy 

together a, .î united nathm c r and l.ohl 

«f ‘nJ- ■tvitCKa;ge'‘r fEoT of 
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On October 10, the AlHndia Co.ngress Committee approved 
and endorsed the statement issued by the Wûrking Committee 
and repeated the invitation to tlıe British Government to State 
their war aims and peace aims. The AIMndia Congress 
Committefe reiterated the objectives of the Congress and said, 
"the Congress has been guided throughout by its objective 
of achieying the i’ndependence of the Indian people and the 
establishment of a free democratic State in İndia whercin 
the rights and'interest of ali minorİties are preserved and 
safeguarded. The means it has adopteddn its struggles and 
activities ha ve been peaceful and legitimate, lind it has lopked 
war and violence w.ith horror and as o'pposed to progress and 
civilisation." ' , ■ 

. _ _ 'i . ’ j * • 

During the A.I.C.C. debate, the need and pröpriety of tne 
Working Committee’s invitation to the British Government 
to declare its . war and peace aims \vas questiöned. Waş it 
not apparent to everybody what these ainis were, what the 
past of British imperialism had .been and its preserit structure 
and necessity .to dominate and enslave the world, said the 
questioners. Answering tliis questioh at the end of the 
debate, Pandit Ja\vahariar Nehru, referred to, the cürious 
situatiön of British imperialism in which it \vas on the one 
hand continuing to maintain its doıiıination and exploitation 
över a large part of the \vorld and, on the other, pr.ofessing 
to wage \var against aggression.and for the defence of free- 
donı and world peace. This'contradiction betvveen praçtice 
and profession was not apparent to, many .millions in ’ the 
\vorld. The İnvitation of the Workirig Committee, therefore, 
forced the British Government either to come :out in their 
true colours and shed their . professions or to shed their 
imperialism and act up tö their. declarations. This pressure 
bn the British Government to feveal the trüth for ali the 
vvorld to see was an act of service to İndia and the ehtire 
freedom-loving world. The rhahifesto of the VVorking 
Committee had, therefore, been acclaimed even by people 
outside İndia as the "Charter of the oppressed”. 

Meahvvhile, the British Government in Lohdon had attemp- 
ted to answer the Congress through the Secretary of State -for 
İndia that the demand made by the Congress was inopportune 
and that the British people were susceptible to honourable 
treatment. Honour! If the British Secretary meant that 
the İndiân people \vere no longer prepare to do honour to liis 
government and be obediently loyal tbit, he was indeed riglit. 
If he meant gehtlemanİy action, it should. not' have beeri 
difficult to choose between the Briüsh Government tvhich had 
flouted the insistent wishes of a whole people' and which ■was 
.continuing, to act contrary tO its professions and the Indian 
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Congress wlıich had spokcn in tlıe name of the freedbm and 
the peace of the world. It waş imperialism and bad manners 
and the Sccretary of State for India that had succeeded in 
ırrıtatıng a whole people who a re generally of a foreiviıİP 
dısposıtıon. ,6b 

The Viceroy of India started a procession of interviews 
\vith many people, some men important because the İndian 
people thought them so. while many more because the Govern¬ 
ment thought them so Altogether the Vicerby ' interviewed 
er fıfty people. On October 8, he gave the Britsh Govern- 
ment's reply to the Congress mahifesta 

Firsly, in regard to their war aims and peace aîms 

Government sought no adv.nntaffcs 
from the w.jr and were impelled to stop aggression and seçere 
î the tvorid. It was easy to see that the Viceroy 

had sıde-steppcd the ıssues that were raised by the Contrress 

fo"r‘^bad “The cö o''“^1 “n or 

had asked if the British Goverrimont 
were prepared to forego the unjust advantages accrued to 
them through their domination över and ^xploitatîon of • 
nnf ^ jvorld, and the ans\ver came thL they did 

Tf the * Rr U^r ''antages. The Congress had Lked 

îmifc Government were wiIUng to make alISvar 

causes of war, whİch lay in imper- 

\ tlıe> ıntendcd to secure the peace bf the world 'Hif'v 
lıad prcsuraably in mind the old method of defemin/S 
cnemy and erecting a precarious peace on th.ât basif ® 

Vicfrorsaid the'^'lf?ÎM‘“r''‘^‘^ contttming India, tlıe 

poıl Government u*ere committed to the 

goa of dommıon status and wouId be wiIUng to confer whh 

VicercBal ştatement if the trördi'“nd'^ndenThi'diV İ" S'''; 

term as thcv pr^bly vou?^^ T*"" 

they shouhl bV ^ bomber overhead or as 

foreVo the rigl^p 

I’cople or arbÛ^atinrLvr 

'villing at the ond of the \var to 

for purposcs of consuîtation!^ 'Hıe Rritîd^r" 

that Oıe Indİan people hıd Imırr ^ ^ forgot 

cncing and bein'e /onsuhed • thfv . 

-teiTn roİtli'^la’;^;! lilîe'İİ- lirali'l^^eİ^ 
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a consullalive committcc of Indian rcr rcscntativcs for purposes 
of assodation in ihc \var. İt is nccdlcss to add that therc lay 
the \vidc gulf of ccnturics bet\vecn Ihc consuUalivc committcc 
proposcd by the Viccroy and ll\c \vidcst possible application 
here and nö\v of democracy and sclf-govv-îrnmcnt dcmanded 
by the Congrcss. Of course, the Viccroy did not let go tlıe 
opportunity of insisting on differenccs in İndian opinion 
winch he had comc to kno\v through the differing vie\vpoints 
\vhich \verc pİaced bcforc him by his över fıfty inlervie\vcrs. 

The answcr of İndia’s spokesmen- to tlıe Viceregal slatc- 
ment \vas prompt, short and unmistakablc. Aside from the 
gap of a fe\v hours caused by telcgraphic Iransmission, the 
ıcactions of jMahatma Gandhi became kno\vn to the country 
immediately aftcr the Viccroy's statement. “The Congress 
will have to go into \vilderness agaia” said Gandhijı and 
added *. "The British declaration shows clearly that there is 
to be no democracy for India if Britain can prevent it. • Tlıe 
long statement made by the Viceroy simply sho\vs that the 
old policy of divide and rule is to continuc’’. 

Maniana Abul Kalam Azad and Pandit Ja\vaharlal Nehru 
said; "If this is the final ansv/er of the British Government to 
the pcople of India, then, there is no common ground bet\veen 
the t\vo and our path diverge^ completely”. As Prcsident of 
the United Provinces Congress Committee, Pandit Jawahar]al 
Nehru appealed to Congressmen of the province to "keep ready. 
And \vhatever happens do nofforget that we may do ıiothing 
ao-ainst our high principles and not in keeping with india’s 

honour. Keep calm and cool and disciplined. Keep ready". 

After an extraordinarily short session, the Working Gom- 
mittee decided in its resolution of October 22, that "it can not 
possibly give any support to Great Britain, for it \vould amount 
to an endorşement of the imperialist policy which the Congress 
has aUvâys sought to end. As a first step in this direction the 
Committee. cali upon the Congress ministers to tender resigna- 

tions.” .... 

Further, the Committee called upon "ali Congress com- 

mittees and congressmen generally to be prepared' for all 
developments and eventualities and to,show restraint of word 
and deed" and not to resort to "any hasty action in the shape 
of civil dİsobedience, political strikes'and the like’’. Çongress- 
men were asked to remember that "aprogramme of resistance, 
commensurâte with the magnitude of the is'sue before the 
country, requires perfect discipline Avithin Congress ’ranks 
and the’consolidation of the Congress organisation”. Eyents 
were mdving fast. Congressmerı and the people generally 
felt that they \vere livihg iri glorious times and that the time 
had come for them to shed their littie liyeş and to sleep oıx 


wasVnThe^a]?*^^ The scent of adventure for great İdeals 

of ministries resigned. In the seven provinces 

of the Congress ramısters, the Governors were unabb to 
^ın»strıes Ihat could command popular support.and 
pended the constitution. In the eighth provincc of a 
Congress-coahtıon iMlnistry. the Governor f^rmed a hew 

J^sted 27 months was över 
when wrecked. At the first touch of reality 

-Britısh-enforced constitution and the loyalty oT 
^ngress ramtstnes to their fundamental pledge of^India’s 

constUu^ryas p^oved anTthf BrüS GoTetS 
r.^solm.oas cn .l.e I.nesof the Worki„g Committee’s ntanSsto 

şSHH£?S~H3tİ?^^ 

Mahatma Gandhi, President R-ıİPn^ı Indıan ınvıtcd 

Jinaah. klaslim L'aagTe p'e^.dt,! to“e 

•hat, undauntc-d hy tlV,rfalre,“he projîa'sed 'îfjf 
ta try again in consultation wlth tfe l^aders dr 
partıes and the princes to see if ^ 

tlıaposaibilityoFsecuringunity.” fay stili l,c 

I>ondcncc tlıat toSc Sarn Jf "«^cessary to CaNamine the corres. 
ÎJ>C Viceroy President aTd 

Müslim Lcaguc to get togc^ther and^n • * and the 

to ho\v ıhey could ^nd îtrnve at an agrecment as 

Government the" cTntmî 

'vork harmoniouily in the Provinces 

njgg(^ted tliat the privileges and nMîrrn? »lad also 

ond ıhe Leaguc mcmber«î^f I te r ^ lî^tıons of the Cengress 
•ha sama as’ihosroT d" e ^ouncil woul3 be 

TİLit was his emire proposa'l. ^ f ambers of tlıc Council. 

It is not diffıcult to sec that ttıî« ı 

far ns Congress xvas conceiLS ‘'t^^urd as 

dcfımtcly deciticd not to play the mîr»' f ^ Congress lud 
r-'cTS and to heip •„. the -vpiai.atton'oflSfa'rrcsoitoer^’^d" 
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ii'ian|X)\vcr in pençe nnd ınuch morc ?;o in Nvar. The Congrcss 
\vants to sc,x«rc tUe pcace of Oıc \vorld Uırongh the frcctiom 
of ali peoples and had ns snch n.sked thc British Government 
to aîîrcc, îo the right of the îndian [KOple to Irame their o\vn 
consiıtution in a Constituent A^^^cnıblp and lo providc for an 
intcrİm arrangemcnî coneeding ma.\imvun posriblo political 
po\ver to îndian rcpro?ctJvativcs. This \vas a high national 
objcctivc; and an cquaîly İnternalional aim, bnt the Viccroy 
haii again - managcd to kcep singularly opıtel, iıt regard 
to tbcm. 

Faiİurc, ihen of ncgoliations Ijtlvveen \vhom, lundamenlal 
disagrccments bcUvcen \vhom, and thc lack of unity bct\veen 
\vhom V Obviously, bct\veen tİıe Congress anıl tİıc Britislı 
Government and not betvveen tlte Congress and thc Müslim 
Lcague. İs it suggcsled that the Mnslims of India or any 
organisations cven partly rcpresenling thcm inciuding the 
Müslim Leagnc do not want the freedom of their country or 
thc peacc of the \vorld ? There is nothinp on rccord to provc 
that this is so. The Viccroy has becn guilty of looscncss of 
Ihought or of practising intcntionally or othcr\vise, il is not 
for us to say, the old policy of divide and rule in dcscribing 
\vhat \vas a fundamcntal disagrcement bel\vecn him and thc 
Congress as one betvvccn thc Congress and thc Müslim 
Lcague. 

The reply of the Aluslim Lcague President lo thc Viccroy 
also made thc position clear. İn his Icttcr of November 4, 
Mr. Jinnah stated that thc Congress was not prepared lo discuss 
any questions rclaling to the Centre or thc Provinces “until 
the British Government had complied with their demand as 
embodied in the resolution ol the All-India Congress 
Committee”, in other words, until thc British Government 
had decided to givc up its occupation ot India. Mr. Jinnah 
did not, in this conneetion or any other during the course of 
this letter, talked of any disagreeınent bet\veen him and the 
Congress. İn his letter to the Viccroy President,Rajendra 
Prasad had, therefore, pointed out with eminent justice and 
great dignity that, "it has pained to fınd the communal ques- 
tion being dragged in this conneetion.’ It has clouded the 
main issue. İt has been repeatedly said on behalf of the 
Congress that it is bur earnest desire to settie ali points of 
communal controversy by agreement and vve propose to 
continue our efforts to this end. But I would point out that 
this question does not in any respect come in the way ol a 
declaration of îndian freedom (as suggested by the Congress)”. 

İn its demand for India’s freedom, the Congress does 
not seek power for itself or for any particular community in 
the country. The constitution of India will be Iramed by a 


Constituenl Assembly which “will be formed. on ihe wldest 
possıble basıs of franchîse and by agreement in refrard in 

A" Congress fights 

(Government 

and for bestovvmg ıt upon the Indian people. This vital fact 
rertv^n Britİsh Government and 

aciıieve *h'7 in India anxious to 

tl.erefore join tui the Co^ressTn T'T' d’"- 

and thus woo ıhe electorafe Ld maVes^'h/'’^ae':ba°r'^ 
ın the Governance of the Country 

no„“'BtSb‘^iov"e= 

and also dcfiantly maintain nationa°Wî^^^*l” war 

ons u'cakness in the national nncîr^^ a danger- 

advanced to prove the ftreatpr^e-^ S-. 

olher policv bm bHar the or (be 

the issue in favoİr of the ? argument that clinched 

tbat it was alrcady decided uı^n'bJ 

Thcreaftcr tlıe ınnu'il Jr. • ^ ? ^y°*^bıng Commîtiee. 

Congrcss at RamgaVh passed^^â°"resll.! 
approving the previoıı<;^r^cM.,*‘^ on ıts war policy 

situation by thc^ A 1 C p ^”î^„«ctİons on the war 

IfTstly it ieclared; L, Ihâ cfn Comntiticc. 
dırcaly or indircctiy. bc a narlv ^lo'?h,“" ı‘" ı'*"^ "'‘'‘S’’ 

coniınuance and pernt'tınfinn ^ ^ i*". whıch rocnns 

tionoithepeople^f^India as leir 
Afnwn countrİcs) and İt emnh^îAn ı Asıalic and 

îbortofcompIctelndcpcndL^c^^ ‘lecbred that nolhing 
oi India. “huniler ald^ut P^opl^ 

no iH-rınancnt soluttun is barmony it expressed,“ 

jf\sicmbly, uhcrc the riglns of all iSS a Constîtuent 

îy* >'Proiectcd by agrcemcrn «’inorbics ^vi^ 

«(y of the ı>eop!e |ı made ch*a? sovcroign- 

»Ol wit!, the İl erle. whc^her ;n »i?o ”* nıust 

İn ıhİH re^^duhon u hile h wıs Provinces”. 

n«it it uas tlearly menlİone<l that the 
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Coûgtess withdrew the ministrles in order to dissociate India 
from the \var and to enforce the Congress determination to 
free'India from foreign domination, it also laid stress on 
discipline and constructive programrae. 

It is almost about a year after. this that the Congress started 
its symbolic Satyagrah in November, 1940. In short this \vas 
the attitude and policy of the Congress towards the last 
wor]d-\var from its very start. 

CHAPTER' II 

GANDHIJI AND WAR , 

‘ ı ^ 

Gandhiji on the very out-break of the last great worId war 
e^pressed, \vhen he was invited by the Viceroy to meet him, 
his abhorrence against the violent warfare and' its horrors. 
Subsequent to this meeting; Gandhiji issued a stateıment on 
September, 5. He said, “1 am not therefore, just now thinking 
of İndia’s deliverance. İt will come, but what will it be 
\vorth if England or France fâll or if they come out victorious 
över Germany ruined" and humbled.” İt is obvious that the 
thought of a ruined and humbled Germany was as much a 
. matter of sürro\v to Gandhiji as that of a defeated England ör 
France. İn like manner Gandhiji’s concern at the destruc- 
tion of London and the Westminister Abbey arose out of 
what he himself called a “purely . humanitarian standpoint.” 
To those who had misread into his concern at destruction a 
preference for Britain, Gandhiji explained on September, 11 : 
“1 would not çare to erect the ^freedom of my country on the 
remains of despoiled Germany. ,1 should be as much moved 
by a contemplation of the possibİe destruction of Germany’s 
mönuments”. İt is clear, therefore, that Gandhiji’s sympathies, 
in so far as destruction, caused by \var is concerned, are 
evenly distributed över ali victims, be they British or 

Germans. . . ■ 

After seeing the Viceroy, Gandhiji expressed his .sympa- 
. thies with Britain and France as much as with Germany and 
they were in accord with the Congress policy and his 
principles of distaste of war, viölence and armarhents. 

He appealed to ali \var-mongers of the \vorld to desist 
, from the course of destruction of human life and property 
vvhich vvere the best creatioh of God and man. . . 

He gave his personal moral support to the British Govern¬ 
ment and their cause. He also advised the Congress for its 
unconditional moral support to the British Government in its 
hour of trouble and trial. He \vas opposed to any embarr- 
assment to the British Government in its war efîorts, 
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Hcnce ihis sChemc of satyagralı ın 1941, \Vasso formıılalecl 
not to İnterfere in the least with the \var efforts of tlıe 
‘ Government of İndia. He chose only his best Satyagrahis to 
offer a mere symbolic Satyagrah and that too \vho belleved in 
non-violence as a failli. His Satvagrahis ofTered Satyagralı 
aftergıvıng previous notice to the'Government as re^rards 
time and pl.ıce oftheir ofîering Satyagrah, \vhich was nolhing 
else but merely shouting his faith in non-violence and hii 
opj^sıtıon to ali armed wars, violence and aid to such \vars 
wuix men or money. But that being symbolic did not inter- 
ere ın the least with the war efforts of the Government of 
Indıa. iMost of such satyagrahis werc arrested even before 
they actually went to slıout or shouted but merely on şendin^' 
a notice of their intention to shout such slogans. 

Gandhİjr furthsr clarifying the issue betıveen Indİa and 
BrıUun saıd ın his message to a London paper bri Novemb'er 
14, İt there ıs to be a fight betıveen Britain and the 
Congress, the ıvorld should knoıv ıvhat it is to be for does 
ruam mtend to recognise india as an indepehdent nation 
or rnust Indıa remaın Britain's depsndency". Attempts are 
made by spokesmen of the British Government to (^nfuse 
the mam ıssue by flinging the minorities’ qucstion in India’s 
face and by bracketing the Europeans of İndia and the 
Pnnees wuh the other minorities. If European interests are 
be preserıed, nghts acquired by conquest remain intact” 
say s Mahatamajı und adds in regard to the Princes. “t6 rais- 
the questıon of Prmces is stili more untenable. They arl 
t f İt is painful to think that 

nıenticned here that the many millions of 
agaınst thcir f)ÜJ and odd princes have 
.spoken tl.roMglı the All-lndia States PeopL* Serence 
cmlursıng the Congress attitude on \Varf The Frontİer 

anr^rTûnn P-rcentage of .MusHms than in 

> part ol Indıa ı\as bemg ruled by aGovernor \vho ıvrecl cd 

o the Province refus-d 

to assocıate tliemselves ıvit}, Britislı War Policics Aside 

roın the Congress, certain other organisations nlso of 
on \Var. ’ the Congress attitude 

G;ır'!lıyi*’on'in!nî°"Dthn^'' spcıch about 

ir \ UVİ b/esem war l!y M,. Lauis 

■GaMİl,-, I,;,,-, ,ı,v,!iuu<, thruutl, andan nninhibittd 
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tongue \vhich makes İnm teli tlıc whole stpry. İt gets hım 
ınto ali kinds Öf difficulties hc suid to hie for instance and 
he has sâid subsequcnlly in Nvrlting : ‘1 \vouId go tö Japan and' 
siğil a treaty of peace \vith the Japanese’ No\v îıe imraediately 
added İh the conyersation Lome, 1 kno\v the British ‘\vill 
riever Itt me go to Japan and. 1 kno\v that if 1 ever go tq 
Jâpan, the Japanese \vould’nt sign a treaty of peace' \vith me’. 
Then \vhy talk about ât ? ' Because the idea had öccurred 
to.him and for Garidhi the .fact that an idea is not practicâble 
does not mean that he niust not talk about it. ' Höıvever, 
this statemcnt Jras enabled.persöns ıvlio have ulterior motivc'ş 
and \vish to defame Gandhi—to say ' that Gandhi is prö- 
Japanese. No\v tliere are many Americans and many Erîglişh- 
men \vhose woi‘d as to \vho is proJapanese I \yöuld not accept 
because. many öf tllose' Americans. and. Englishmen .were 
ıhemselves projapahese and appeased the Japanese and sent 
Japan the serap and uil \vhich bur boys are novv getting 
back in uglier form. There is one man ıvhpse ivord 1 \v'ould 
take aS to \vho is pro or antiJapanese and that is Chian'g- 
Kai-Shek and he is prö-Gandhi and^ pro-İndian independence 
and he has intervehed ( as, 1 töld you ) with 'Presideııt 
Roösevelt and \vith Winstoıv Çhurchill ân recent moriths 
repeatedly’, ıvith a yie\v to the moderation oF British policy 
in İndia. Chiang-Kai-Shek knovvs that Gandhi is and- 
Japanese,,pro-chinese and anti-axis'. And Gandhi has proved 
it. . But it’s simply Gandhi’s ınanner of speech dıat 'exppses 
him to tliese false charges. ....... 

' Gandhi did, the sam'e thing in the current pölitical crisi's; 
Against the background 'of India’s internal misery and the 
moundng reseıitment and' bitternesş there occured; the British 
Military reverses in ,the Far East—Honğ Kohg, Malaya"; 
Singapore' and . Burma—British prestige in Aşia dropped' to 
zero. There \vas '.panic in india. -The.Indians \vere afraid 
that .the.British .ıvouİd. ruh from İndia as' tHey had,'.' sö 
recently from Burma.' There \yas no cohfidence among 
Indians in’. England’s' ability tö , defend''india. The 'British 
Government in Löndon'realized that aıi eme'rgency had'ariseri 
in'india, but it was ohly after a very'healthy prod froni 
Presideht Roosevelt that the British''İVar. Cabinet rushed ohe 
of" its rhembers Sir Stafford . Cripps out to İndia to repair 
the damage.' . Now whatever'the.câuses of Cripps’failure. 
(And ih theİig.ht of his subsequent dismissal • from the War 
Cabinet—He, \vas’ takön intö the War Cabinet \Vhen the 
ChürchilI Cabinet shook as the result of the fail öf Si.ngapore 
and the. escape of Scharnhorst and Grieisehau, the two 
German pocket battieships under the nose of the RiA.F. 'and 
the British Navy th'rouğh the En'glish;Çhannel, Çhurchill 
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Xvltİı it.' It‘s İearned, in the exercise of freedorh and 
indeperidonce. ' , ; ‘ , 

l canie away froni India witlı the profüund conviction that 
if there were;the will, India could be united politically over- 
night and that of course .would be only the first step towards 
ultimate söcial and econömic union. I came away from India 
with the conviction that the obstacie to Indian independence 
does not lie in India. İt, lies in- England. India is a very 
good thing. Many interests and companies and families in 
England have grown rich on India. But the problem is bigger 
,than that. Neville Chamberlain was an appeaser, because 
he was afraid that if England became involved in a "vvar his 
England (the,England of caste and privilage and money and 
aristocracy) woüld die. But Churchili says, “No, England can 
■fight this war and win it and remain the old England.” And 
Churchili’s England inciudes the emasculation of the 
Beveridge report . and iriclüdes ali kinds of reactionary 
measures. , 

The questiori therefore, is not \vhether India is ripe for 
freedom. The question is whether we are. ripe ,for Indian 
freedom. If there . were a new Erigland eraerging out of 
this war, if there were' a ,new. England to supplant the old 
England öf Chamberlain and Churchill, it wöuld not wish to 
holdlndia. That isireally the issue.’’ _ . 

■ Gandhiji' was ali along anxious to protect India from 
Japanese invasion. , Hence realising the \veakness^ of the 
British Indian Government, to save India from foreign and 
specially Japanese aggression, his anjciety gre\v much more for 
İndia’s defence and at the same time he felt that there was 
,not even genuine desire on the part of ihe Government to 
save India and hence reluctance for any sincere effort in 
the direction of gaining real co-operation and support of the 
Indians in its \var efforts. The proof of this mentality 
Government gave convincingiy from the Cripp’s proposals 
and.their ultirhate fate. So Gandhiji’s patriotism and burning 
desire to sav’^e his countrymen from utter ruin and destruction 
at the Jıands öf the foreign invaders, made him really anxious 
to aroüse genuine interest and support of the people of India 
in ali sorts Of attempts, non-violent and violent, for the protec- 
tion of their mother-land. İt is \vith this object and motive 
that he desired İndependience of India and felt compelicd to 
think of launching his ‘Quit India’ movement. 

Gandhiji can be extensively quoted in support of this 
contentiön. Gandhiji’s o\vn position about Cripps ptoposals 
\vas that lie sa\v Crijıps at Delhi on 27th March and left Delhi 
on 4th April. There after in the issue of Harjan daied June 
28, 1942 he wrote 
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M ^ disinclined to nroceed tc 

^ew Delhi. Having göne theje, I intended to return the 
rame day that I reaclıed there. But Maniana Saheb wouId 
not let me go. I wısh I could ha ve induced the 'VVorkinc 

fbdTîî non-violence. But h 

dıdnot, and could not. With it, rightly, politîcs were ali 

having the convictîon, allovv its 

non-violence the 

del beratıons therefore. of the Working Committee at New 

intefference orManTe 

Non*vioIence has been the fırsb arfirlp nf Vıio / ‘.i- ı 

resoIu.i„'ro7 Jll: T'^ C." C Bombâv'r- 

possıble empimsis on 'non-violence'. Whi]e sancıionlür^he 

rrrrst?„tıf‘o^n^’2s^^ 

”‘sht mmse”an'’'u.e"tn^' 

Gandhiji's position about the August Movement 1942 

strictly on his oıvn set Hnes and nft^r movement 

notice to the Government His mm, ^ S‘vıng dne time and 

bc in any way secret or vio“ent one” To h?™ 

\vns dearer and IıifTİipr tlı-iM ı non-violence 

The events and Independence of İndia. 

»nü llmusands ol &rre«' “'f °< Gandlıiji 

Augusl and af.er 'vere nofor™ '™''l<ers on 9.1. 

\vcre as a rt-snl. of sıı..tl..« and pre-planned but 

Government acis wldc , ? .'“Pl''"'' ^‘■«"<ment on 

unreasonable .and hİBİn ^ndeT „ nncalled for. 

entire responsibili v u of d,» r Por »’lılclı tlıc 

_ Gl,an.l^T,.s lirsJnâl vie's aZm "the' m 

Government aetion ı , nıovement and the 

hy hım in his letter m the ıl" expressed 

imha, dated September 23 104?^^ An . Government of 
K»venbeIow:* ‘^‘ ^“^.1^-12. An extract from which is 

Paf Cepress Ie.,de.s soems to 

telf-vontrol, | tl.e GoVe ""=,ro;nt of losing 

"err rcspDOsiblf for the ^ Gongress, 

• >nly nght l ourso for the GovernnîenrU*^* 

reK*.av,,. ti„. Congress Leııleî^ î?» ı * ‘o 

'un-M ant! e.vplt.r.. uavs iııd ını-tne “ '■‘^'P''‘-'S‘'İvc niea* 

J and means of conciliatlon. Surelv the 

• * 
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•Congress, Iıowever, ıvould be bomıd to coıısult otber 
.existing Müslim orgaiiisations wlıich have co-operated 
witlı tlıe Congress in the past. Furdıer in the event of 
other group or minority interests being involved it 'vvill 
be necessary to consult representatives of such interests. 

Letter from Mr. Bose to Mr. Jinnah. 

Dated Bombay, May 15, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Last niglît I gave yon a note explaining our position. 
Yon asked me ^vlıat constructive proposals we had to 
jmake. I think the note is self-explanatory. Having made 
kno^vn the Congress reaction to your sııggestion, accord- 
ing to us, it remains now to proceed to the next stage 
ııamely appointment of respective committees which will 
jointly settie the terms of understanding. 

î 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) SuBHAs C. Bose. 

■ \ 

Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Bose. 

Dated Bombay, 16 May, 1938. 

.De4r Mr. Bose, 

I acknowledge the receipt of a note you handed pver 
to me on behalf of the Congress on the 14th, and also 
I beg to ackno^vledge the receipt of your letter dated 
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rauntry whtch holds that, on gfounds of expecîiency the 
Congress should ha ve accepted the proposals must be admit- 
ted. iiat the obvious reply is that the Congress Workinff 
Lommlttee tned ıts best to arrive at a compromise with Sİr 
ptatlord Crıpps ın full consciousness of the situation. The 
ıreak canıe in spite of this. Nor \vas there any kno\ving that 
even ıf the Congress pocketed its pride in respect of many a 
wınt of vıtal prıncıple in the hope of ultimate fulftiment. the 
Müslim League and the other bodies would have obliged. 

Slaflord nou d stili have faced discomfıture at the hands of 
those ın Iıngland ıvho satv the liqutdatıon of Emnire in his 
unımpenalıstic Meology. In the result everyone of note 
bot un Indıa and England, except Mr. Churchm and Amery 
and those ıvho enjoy and depend upon tlıeir palronage, finds 
İnmself placed ın the most aıvkıvard positton imaginable. İl 
wa^ resoundıng triumph for someune. 

Tlıe next step was to put the Congress out of the nicture 
and to prepare for the defence of India both againsfjapan 

bss h guard had no^in^to 

Joss. It \\as theır normal programme. Ahhough they did not 

quıte antıcıpate ıt the actual loss of thousands of Indian lives 

imprisonment and 

not \\orr> them. For propaganda purposes hotvever 
they are anxıons to place the glame on (îongress îeaders 
ıhere'is^nd^''^ ^ “ bundrcd tlıoufand men and ıvomtn in jaii 
o/.f fotla) no spokesman available who moy be comnetent 

, ıd’lîıe nr"ı one ıvho tas'^bng 

I 1 -! wit!ı Congress LeL ers 

Vhkh signincanl lıislory 

In liTrnnt.” ımportant hearmg on the questiün. The Ali 
Commıitee at Bombay adonted its resolutîon 
on the general situation at about 8 P M on fid» A ♦ 

^ anımated session. Whı*n I 

had İn before retîring Gandhiji 

liüiûo of prıvate discussİon, announccdlıis inleri 

to put ille Con'»ress\vorL'^n°”r*^^*''^*^ atsome three \vceksago 

»s Uıe A. 1. C C adoT’»r.t1 «nder arrest as mkjo 

I. C. C. adopted İts rcsolution. !n scaling its carlier 
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decision the Government felt it no part of, its duty to take 
into account the altered situation created by the numerous 
public statements, made by responsible leaders in the prc- 
ceding \veek. A long term policy had evidently been 
sanction and no thouglıt of dangerous consequcnces could 
stand in the way of its execution. When the poliçe party 
turned; up in the early hours of the morning, Gandhiji was 
literally surprişed* = ■ The grave disorder \vhich spread' 
itnniediately ali över the country stili continue in sporadic 
form, I for orie \vas cönvinced from the very beginning, 
>nd I said şo to fofeign correspondents who cared to see me 
then, that the outbreak-\vas not only spontaneous but would, on 
that very account, be serious. To speak of Congress responsi- 
bility for the violerice aııd loss of Life (caused by the Govern- 
ment’s military measures of ılie severcst type) adds gı*ave 
insult to injury. The position becomes ridiculous when the 
accusation is srhuğly levelled at leaders who were securely 
put avvay behind prison \valls before the game of violence 
arid'counter-violence had started, and are stili being kept there 
Kermetically sealed against ali contact with the outside 
wörld. They haVe no means of reply except thrbugh private 
petitions for mercy. Justice stands betrayed and * so does the 
cause of the Allies in İndia”. . , 

The Gripps proposals failed not because of the Congress 
and Gandhiji but because they were so designed and 
deşired from their-very inceplion by their authors in Britain. 

Gandhiji’s position is very ckar as can be seen from tlie 
following statements :— . - 

Maniana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, stated 

on April llth, 42 at the Press Conference:.— 

' “Mahatma Gandhi’s views as regards participation in ariy 
war are well-known and it \vould. be entirely untrue to 
suggest that the Wörking Committee’s decisions have in anv 
way been influenced by that Yiew. In fact, Mahatma Gandlîi 
made,İt perfectly clear to the -Working .Committee that thev 

were frbe to corne to any decision'on the merits of the propo¬ 
sals. Mahatmaji did not really want to participate in thp 
earher sittings of the Working Committee, but he was persua- 
oed by me to stay on from day to'day.” , ^ 

^ ■ Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru about the same ön Juhe 17th at 
üpmbay saLd * • 

_ ‘‘Tbe statement of Sir Stafford to the .effect that the 
Congress , Workıng . Committee had apparentlv arePT^Îp^ 
Üıe proposals and it was only after further. consultations with 
Mahatma Gandhı- that they, were turned down is entirelv 
mcprrect. İt is true that the- newspapers were maS 

guesses, sometinıes ştating.that the Congress VVorking Co^- 


mİttee was likely to accept the proposals, but Sir Stafford 
ought to know that these newspaper stories had ho basis”, 
Lastly ohrı C. Rajgopalacharia declared ı— 

"Gandhiji is in prison and cannot' again contradic't this 
baseless story that vviH go into Hansard. 1 was present from 

tıvely ıhat Mahatmajı who was absent from' Delhi during the 

n sni n'f anything that took pJace. 

m spıtc of Mahatmajı s adverse opinion expressed at the 
prelımınary stage, the Working Committee entered into 

mvn Stafford and carried on according to their’ 

o\\n polıcy and Mahatmaji did not interferc." ^ 

IheCnppsprojMsals were unacceptable not only to the 

to accep" 

"NatinnM Congress demand for really 

National Government' was not at all met with Crinos nro* 

posals Imnce ıt was but proper for the Congress to rejmthern. 

its faUur^arP^nrf^^^^nV^^^ Crİpps mission and the causc of 
ıts taıjure are now wen knowri not only to Indİa but to America- 

waranxfous^’ <^°™''ntncnt' 

and^vh'..‘'!.?„‘''-?^ı-“’‘"f'™ “»d »'C Coagrcss 

of a nrlr'^ f<=T*queaces are the subject maUer 
«P ? \vhich Pandit Jaıvahar Lal Nehru 

ventihtes lS!n,htnv^" ■ "r'”* »I*'’ "4% 

Pand'iOUs';r"Xn'se‘;'*'“"" 

Tlıe relevant extracts of İt are given bdoıv 

country realizVs hTs ıv rl ♦? efTectively. Every 

U'hitchall". excej.tıon of New Delhi and 

negotiationsrthe Pantür^id îifterthe Cripps’s , 

mind of the Indian *-ı» ı reaction in the 

lir iti sh Government ı^r «îî^inst the 

Rrave that no Country are so 

or consider them^n ^ hghtly about tliem 

afîord lobe bitter. Bittcrnf^^ bitter reactions. W e can not 
ourjudgment in a grave crisis^"'^The?’'’ and afîccts 

notıvhatıhe Uritislı Gov-rn^ . T 

have done to thenr bnt 'iı ^aae to us or \vhat we 

ROİng to do about it.’ So in 50 !^ afi '"'r 

are not to embarrass the Ur.Lı ‘bat has happencd, vve 
tHons ol our Americ^/fl in İndia or ılie 

bofore them \eas ho\v ıviıhfuV'^^ problem 

nou iMtlumt partıcipaıing in the war e/Tort; 
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and \vitbont embarrassing the Government in their'\var efloil,^ 
they shoul d. organize their war efîort in their o\vn \yay for a' 
free and İndependent India. That was a question \vhich the 
A.l.C.C. had to consider and decide at the next meetinğ... 

"We are not going to surrender to any invader” said 
Pandit Ja\vaharlal. He could not tolerate.the, idea thal; he or 
anybody else should sit idle while the battie: for India \yas 
bein<^ fought betvveen t\vo foreign armies. He.coüld höt tolerate 
any passive attitude but how far he could go in a particülâr 
situation depended on the circumstances. , The backgrçun'd, 
howeyer, \yas quite clear—jus't as they had refused tö give in 
to British Government during the last 22 years,' they \vere not 
going to surrender to any invader. They would have to resist 
invasion to the uttermoşt—;by nori-co-operation, ,by resistahce, 
and by embarrassing .the invaders in every possible way 
vvhich â v/idely spr'ead population could do. . ,, 

The duty of every Congressınan, of eyeryone in the 
Gountry, said Pandit Jawaharial, yvas to organize self-prbteç- 
tion and self-sufhciency. There wa's a fundamental difference 
between the approach of the .Congress and that of Briti'sh 
Government in this mattef. The Congress \vanted to rely 
upon the people, but the British Government did' not eveh 
now want to trust the .-people. Ultimately,,'it was dnIy the 
State which could defend the Country in an armed ,\yay. 
They could not, lor: i'nstânce, raise: a Citizen a'rmy. w'ithpüt 
the State’s hejp. But ,\vhat the * Congress liad ^ already, begüh 
was an^ intehsive .prçgfarhme. of şelf-sufficiency and self- 
proteetionVin rural areas mainly with the .object ,pf securihg 
regiohal'self-sufficiency in food, ete., if trânsport afrâhgemerits 
happened to fail'. , Theşe uni'ts' could not resist ah invading: 
army, but forıh the backg'round of any resİ'stahce which,they pr 
the State might,,organize,; -they could try to ' preyent ^ disörder 
and panic .'and help, prpduetipn. , They had tp'organize the 
people for sei'f-relıance—for loökinğ afte'r themselves.' , , , ,, 

Who is resppnsible for failure of the Cripps’ negptlatiöris ? 
In answer to this questioh,: Pandit Nehru\ explaiıied\ in detail, 
the.various stağhs of. the ,negotiations;, If he had .been.asked 
: just before his.,last interyiew with Sir Staffprd Crıpps_ he 
wouİd have said that the chances pf.cpming to ,an ağreement 
.were âbout 75%. that intervievv,. however, .the ful 1 picture 
which Sır Staffbrd suddenly.andior the. first time, put befpre 
theın of'the, prpposals, was such tlmt he. could not. agree tp 
it. “A big chanğe.had. occurred'somewhere ih tlie niiddle” 
said the Pandit. İt \vas obvious, he added, that tilere wa.s 
some frouble beUvhen Sır Stahord and^others: “Othershvere 
not us”.s'aid the Phndd'amİ#\laugh^^^^ _ /. / , ^ 

Pandit Nehru \vent on to.say “whıle ıfıvas my extrçme 
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desire to find a way out and make India function effectively 
for defence and make tlıe vrar a popular efîort—so great 
was my desire tliat some things I have stood for during the 
last quarter of a century, things which I could never have 
imagined for a moment I wûuld give up, I now agree to give 
up—1 am convinced personally that itiş impossible, for us 
to agree to the proposals as they eventually emerged from the 
British Government’s mind. I am in coraplete and \vhole 
hearted agreement \vith the Congress resolution and the 
letters of the Congress Presİdent." 

*'So faras I hnow India, and I know it tolerably well 
the majör sentiment in India naturally is one of hostility to’ 
the British in India. Yon can not root out 150'years 'of 
past history and ali that has happened in those years, It 
has sunk deep do\vn into the İndian soul. Suppose we had 
comc to an agreement and had to convert, to change that 
scntıment suddenly \ve could have done it İf we could have 
gıven a scnsation of f re e dom to the people of India, The 
fundamental factor to-day is distrust or disHke of the British 
Government. İt is not projapanese sentiment. It is anti- 
Bntısh sentiment. That may occasionally lead individuals 
to pro-Japanese exprcsston of views. This is short sîghtcd. 
It ısa slave’s sentiment, a slave’s way of thinking; to imagine 
that to get rid of one pcrson who is domînating us we can 
o.\pect anothcr person to help us and not dominate us later, 
hreemcnought notto think that way. It distresses m e that 
nny Indıan should talk of the Japancse liberatİng India. The 
whole ı^ast history of Japan has bcen one of domînating others. 
Japan comes here eıther for Imperialist feasons straight out 
or to fıght \vith the British Government. Anyhovv, \vhatever 
lil^rate^”"’ comes here, it does not comes here,, to 

Icaderslıip of Subhas 

q°es,ion ^ 

<}““lionthe Pandit referred to'tiıe 

" drnoTLnSrT *''' Congress, and said 

h.. 1 .^ ^ frank!) doubt the bonafıdes of Mr. Bose. I think 

11 l.as come to the conciusion which 1 think is wrnntr but 

tldnks ıs for the g?od of 

have'drif^dÇ' with him -manyycars ag^ Wc 

«a„"s“e f‘in’ “''“."l, of myıisPf^cndSS 

»a? he 1 .r ınotlvcs, not to realire that the 

onno. ite İT?"■'“"'î'» "•”>• "’lhohl not only 

“n foVce îh i Jİnİ “ i' I'ocnûse 

»nj lorce that may comc from outsidc, il really comes as a 



dutnıııy force under, th.6' Japcincsc cpntrol. In efîcct it hclps 
the invader. It may help under tlıe mistaken notion; that ıhe 
ınvader,wilİ play fair. Itisa bad tliing psyciıplogically for • 
the IndianMnasses to thihk in terms Pt being li.berated by 

an outside agency”. , , 

‘fl think,” he cohtinued ‘‘it is the Jpb and functiön of every 

Indİantpbein India to-day, to face the.dangers and risks. 

whatever..might happen in India.” 

The Cripps prpposals were found. sö vere unsatisfactory 
. that no section' of Political party and public opinion agreed 
with them; They Avere universally condemned by almost 
ali important political parties and • personalitieş : \yhether 
it was Müslim jeague. or the -Momin Çonference, or the 
depressed iCİa^es pr Dr. Ambedkar, pr Sir T. B. Sapru, o’r 
Dr., M. R. Jaykar.,Thus it becomes evid.ent that Cripps came 
not to appease and. win oyer the hearts of the İndian 'people 
but only to add insult to tlie injury already inflicted oh India 
by dragging her into the war without her consultation and 
consent.-.- > !. , 

^ CHAPTER IV • 

V , J , . . " ^ . 

İt is since the lastGovernment' of India Açt İ935 tHat 
Burma was şeparated ,from India which vvâs a part. of India 
since its annexatipn ;by the, Government, df India İn 1885 
after. the Burmeşe W,ar. Jp. Burma the ,new .cpnstituti'on 
\yas introduced in accordance with the Act of 1935., The 
popular.Premier of Burma Mr. U. Sa\v, at the. beginning of 
.thepresent 'VVorld War, to. fully yoke the resources of the 
country for complete support and through execution of the 
war, suggested and demanded independence for his countrv. 
Plis patriotism goaded him. even to visif England in this 
co.nnection where he clamoured for independence öf his 
country for its really effective and tiniely defence. : But 
alas i his vPice was, siraply ignored and he was made a 
captive thei'e. Since then nothing ’ is he'ard pf him. But 
his countrymen stili remember him and the history öf his 
country has a honoured place for him. 

Soon after came the invasion of Burma by-Japan.' The 

British were found toû weak to defend her. The' \vhole 
country was in no time flooded över by the Japanese armies 
. and the British rule in Burma \vas throvvn to the vv'ınds. 

_ British population, both Civilian and Militarv İn 
Burma used ali possible and available best means to kave 
kr India ıvıthout delay but the plight of the. Indians in 
Burma became hornblCi They could be neither here nor 


there. Thetr British masters betrayed them and the Burmans 
who were themselves in trouble could hardly aflförd to lielp 
them. brom the ınvading Japanese armies in thpse tröublous 
time nolhıng better and helpful could be expected. Tliere was 
^ İndians but to attempt escape tb 

Indla. But thıs was not an easy job, AH the best avdilable 
roads and conveyances u'ere under the use of the British 
and the Indıans were^prohibited to use them. Hence thev 
were left wıth no other option but to take to the worst hilly 
,v V through the herce woods \vhpre, on the 

starved and parched to 
no means of conveyance and' trânsport 
so most of them left their belongings and beloved chîMren 
and old persons behind. Thus men of money and fi^nv 

'r Brûfshgrvnianl '1^ fronS"\ "“,r 
rcmjnt'rc™^ by uj 

c_ ! Hughes, in an addrcss to the Central Asim 

fesuh^o?". «ntpaign, gavV he 

result of a careful research into Ihe various r4r5rts%ml 
charges dcalıng jvili, tl,e civil side of the camıX„ Mr 

KeThrPolh^ and 

Commerre n • Seeretary to the Burma Clınmber of 

İl,,.’ rı^'İ’^'ı .^3urıng narı of the Burma camnaign lıe was 

be linked to tlnt whirl, i^.'iiHbe situation in Burma coulti 

of ıhılalı öf 
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mucii that tlie breathıng space eıiabled indin to preparc for 
the threat ol invasion. . 

’Such actions or omissions for which ihc civil adminis* 
tration was responsible had no influcncc \vhal$ocvc‘r on 
the result of the campaign. Only addilional Iroops, tanhs, 
guns and aeroplanes could have turncd the Udc. If it 
could be maintained that the civil adminislration utlcrly 
broke dövvn, utterJy failed to co-operatc \vith Uıc military, 
then some portion of the odium for tlıe loss of Burma could 
deservedly be attached to ıhe civilians. But, Mr. Hughes 
denied that this was so. On the contrary, the ad mini sı ra* 
tive machine kept going until the end inspite of nunıerous 
missıng cogs in the wheel. 

Evacaution of Refugees 

Evacuation of refugees \vas undoubtedly the bifrcrcst 
problem facıng the- the civil oflîcers.. After the fail of 

"O “eans defeatcd, and General 

rt "“‘.syen upthe hope of assuming an offen- 

officers ıgnored everv i‘^sue 

hal of evacuation, iı is „ot improbable that ke > 00 ^ 0 ,,- 
ıng of yanous evacuation routes with food and ^ medicîl 

edifying exampie they would have ‘S® to mihH^ff 

andto essential -şvorkers and only with General AleLnde'^r’s 

decısion to wıihdra\v to Indîa a\a u,,. - * -n-ıc^ancıer s 

^ our days in Burma were İndeed numbered!^ come that 

From statistics compiled at the varionc* .• 
on ^ the Indian frontier it would probılılv hp cenires 

estimate to' put the total nnmhpı-^pf ' y be a conscrvaiive 

• İndia, at 4,00,000. A supreme ha ^ ,who reached 

that pitiable mass of refugS was üm 
military situation. How many casnal of the 

the evacuation could not be \nown ^uring 

be about 10,000 or 2| per çent nf fU seemed to 

evacuees. Such a casualty list is snrnr^^^ number of 

öf coürse. it did not incinde many Xo^ Xî'^ bhough, 

epıdemıc at Prome and Mandala^J t cholera 

alter^ their arrival. The tale of '' -m 

ıs .told, rVouId be a; tale of shLr oL 

women m the face of ,a disaster fnîftr^ “rdmary men and 

on the same eivilian: rollof honpur as Lİ ® ^ P’'‘'=« 

who, ın the dark days of 1940 d j in Britain 

-d^vrde 1„ İndi. ' fne InTr'^rthe'oŞî^tht 
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of IncUa was moved at this miserable plight of hef cöuritry- 
mcn in Surnıaı Tho Avorst part of thc whoİG tragedy was 
the treatment meted out to the Indians in Burma bv the 
British Government of India and Burma. ^ 

The pathetic tales of the sufîerings of the Indians in 
Burma were luridly narrated by the Indian evacuees and 
refugecs from Burma. The very soul of India was stirred 
atthe ghastly tragedy and the beastly inhuman treatment 
ol the Bntısh towards the Indians and specially the invİdİ- 
ous dıstınctıon they made betvveen the Indians and the Brİtisii. 
(It ıs for tlus reason that the Burma Evacuation Report \vas 
not pubhshed by the Government of India. But foVits not 
pubhcation, the reason assigned Is, of course. ouite diflercnt. 
n the session of the Central Assembly at Ne\v Delhi, on 
November /, 1943, Dr. N. B. Khare, Indians Overseas Jlem* 
ber m reply to the qucstiou of Sardar Mangal Singh saİd *Tn 

ir work on the preparation 

of a Consolidated report on the evacuation of Burma it 
became_ apparent that it v/ould be impossible to nresent a 

mSter^S-İV^ ! b operation \vithout İnciuding 

mattcr that mıght be of great value to the encmy. The 

qucstıon has, therefore. been ^ re-examined İn the İhrht of 
the e.vıstın- mılitary situation and after detaüed consider- 
ahon the Government of India has decided not to publish 
îin> report on the subject for the present.*’) This \vas the 

Jcnenl ^‘°The^Vr fcclings of the Indians in 

i .t ‘Lelmg ol rcscniment and frustration sur- 

f k-cffvi ,“'1 Tl.ey wcre not onTy ' 

hikd uuh hate and anger for the British but \vere also 

mergcd m anxıely and çare for their o\vn defence. 

kvery Indian could and did see a sad lîlıuht-tnd • 

"-e'anTnvrsk^ 

muel, 1 1 .1 Indian people wcrc very 

- ,! ^'^'^rıfıı.d by the trcacherous treatment of the British 

bur l-iinn’. heart ,vî,‘ 

u‘"i< * I » and libcrty of the neonle and 

nf her slaverv^ încr ihe prolection 

»misi, ouıhörit>^'^lfJncf7c^°Al7ond''^“‘‘ı’"ı ""‘if 

.r i-'^-rSJni.Tnd 
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INDIA’S DEFENCE AND İNDEPENDENCE 

i 

. CHAPTER'I 

ALLAHABAD MEETING OF THE CONGRESS WORKlNG 

COMMITTEE 

Since the fail and .subsequent fate .of Burma . and , specially 
of the İndians in Burma and thereafter the fiasco . of Cripps 
Mission, Gandhijİ began seriously considering aboüt ‘ the 
defence of India. His mind’s ,worldnğ was clearly expressed 
by him in his articles in the ‘Harijan,’ which \vere quite expli- 
cit andmnambiguous. His main emphasiş vvas on two points, 
firstly defence . of India and not to fail in the hands of the 
aggressor and secondly to gain popular support for this and 
not depend entirely on the British Government in India whöse 
. weakness \vas manifested by its çontinuous failure in Malaya, 
Singapore, and Burma. The idea that Gandhiji or the Çong- 
ress were pro*Ja.panese is false and fantastic. This we haye 
also shoNvn in one of our' previous chapter and again vve 
hereby support the same oh, the basis of .yarioiıs Cöngress 
resolutions and yiews of Gandhiji and Javvahârlalji as express- 
ed by them. The Government of India, to vilify the'Cöngress 
and Gandhiji, , issued., a commuhique through its Home 
Department, from Ne\v Delhi, on 5th August’ 42 just on The 
eve of the memorable Bombay Session .of the A.!.C;C. In 
this. they have published, an unauthorised and ünauthentic 
record :of the Allahabad Meeting of the Congress Working 
Committee ( held İrom Âpril 27th tö May .l, 42 ) which was 
recovered in a subsequent poliçe searcli of the A. I,. C. C’s 
ofhce.. Gandhiji was not present at this meeting, but he 
sent, for the consideration of the Wörking Gpmmittee, a draft 
resoİution. Miraben \vho brought the draft, explaihed horv 
Gandhiji’s, mind ^vas \vorking. The Committee gave earnest 
and careful consideration to the draft.' But as regards the 
authenticİty of the nötes of that meeting whic.h were taken by 
the Assistanf Secretary of the A.l.C.C. and published in this 
.communique of the Government and also about the attitude 
-of Gandhiji towards Japan ete., \ve give belö\v the statement 
bf Jawahar Lal Nehru frbm Bombay ön August 5th, 1942 : — 

“1 have just seen for the first time the Government’s 
communique issuing certain döcuments obtained during a 
poliçe raid from the A. I. C. C: ofhce. İt is astonishing to 
\vhat â pass the Governmeıit of India has been feduced when 
it has to adopt these dıscreditable and dishonourable tactics. 
Normally, such tactics require no answer. Bul as there is 
likeiy to be ınisapprehension, l wish to clear up some matters. 
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İt is not our custom to keep detailed minutps of Working 
Committee’s nıeetings. Only final dccisions are recorded. 
On tbis occasion, the assîstant secretary took brief notes 
nnofiicially apparently for his o\vn record. These noies are 
very brief and disjointed and represent seve.rai days’ prolong- 
ed debate during which I must have spoken on various 
occasions for two or tlıree hours. Only a few sentences \vere, 
taken down and torn from the ir context. They eften give â 
wrong impression. None of us had a chance of seeing these 
notes or revising them. The record is very unsatisfactory 
and ıncomplcte and hence often incorreet. 

discussions, Mahatma Ğandhi was not preseni. 
\\ e lıad to consider every aspect of the question fully and 
to weigh the ımplications ol \vords and phrases in the draft 
resolutions. If Gandhiji had been there. much of this 
dıscussıon might have been avoided as he could hav'C explain- 
ed to us his attitude more fully, 

Thus when the question of British withdrawaİ from India 
was consıdered, l poînted out that if the armed forces were 
suddenly \vithdrawn, the Japanese might well advance and 
mvade the country ıvıthout hindrance. l'he obvious difficultv 
was removed whtn Gandhiji later explained that British 
and other armed forces might remain to prevent aegression. 

In regard to the stalement that Gandhiji expected an Axİs 
vıctory, an ımportant qualifıcation has been om itte d. \Vhat 

andwhat 1 have referred to is his 
behef that uniess Bntaın changes her whoIe policv in regard 
to Indw and her cülunıal possessions. she is heading for 
d saster. He has further stated that if a suitable clıange İn 

^ecame one for 
com« 

negütiations \vith Japan are also İn- 
miC n context. Gandhiji al ways 

fi »fl'’crsar>' before comİng into conflict. lİe 
^%ouId il us have called upon Japan not only to keep a\vay 

rdvis d ^‘"fM°/"T'' aggressor in India and he 

«■CT. noîcr w sSbmU “ 

racmİli.'îf'r*’■“ "">■ r cnvisHRcd =ny nmıgc- 

Wlnt l il.ı ‘ and othir thîngs. 

n' m n f «•••'"■ tlds, but wc could 

u..crınüs, resıstance toapgresslon.” 

'“'«nent of G.->ndlnji on 
communujue wıth l,ıs .ınsıvcrs lo ılıc quc 5 ;ions put lobim 
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Flom Mr. Nelırıı lo Mr. Jinnalı. 

Datecl Lııcknow, Januaıy 18. 1938. 

« 

Dear Mr. Jinnalı. 

I İlave reaci llıe stalenıcnl yon issued recently lo • 
tlıe press Avillı çare. I anı afraici ive approaclı llıe 
gueslion from dilTering viewpoinls and I feel llıal )’’oıır 
approaclı is not very lıelpful. Bul I enlirely agree willı 
yon llıal an argıımenl carried on llırough llıe mediiım • 
of llıe press is nol desirable. Indeed I had decided not 
to issue press slaleınenls on llıe sııbjecl. bul afler your 
Calculta speeclı. in ıvlıiclı you menlioned my name and 
issued some kind of a ‘ challenge ’ lo me, I fell llıal a 
public slalemenl was unav.oidable. Hence my slatement, 
in ıvliich I Iried to avoid unnecessary controversy. 

You know perbaps llıal for some montlıs past I 
İlave been in correspondence willı Nawab İsmail Klıan 
on tlıis subject and I lıave been anxious to find out what 
the points of difference and agreemenl •vvere. I anı 
afraid I do not know tlıis yet and your lasi slatement 
does not help. I would feel grateful to you if you 
could kindly tlırow some light on tlıis and let me know 
what exactly are tlıe points in dispute wlıiclı reguire 
consideration. I think tlıis will lıelp us ali and lead 
to an avoidance of needless controversy. We can then 
come to grips ıvitlı tlıe subject. As I lıave said in my 
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last statement, we are eager to do everylhing in our 
.power to put an end to every misapprehension and to 
endeavour to solve every problem that comes in the ^vay 
• of our developing our public life along right lines and 
promoting tbe unity and progi-ess of the Indian people. 

I am leaving for Lahore today. From there I go 
vto the Frontier Province and retum to AUah^bad İn 
about ten days’ time. Kindly address your reply to 
Allahabad. 

Yours sincerely, 

(5d.) Jawaharlal Neiiru. 

» 

From Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Nehru, 

Dated Bombay, Januaıy 25, 1938. 

Dear Pandit Jawaharlal, 

I am in receipt of youı letter of iJıe 18tlı January, 
1938. 

I must say that it is very difTıcnll for m e t o under- 
stand it. I fail to see ıvhat you aıc drîving at. It 
does not suggest any ııseful proposal of a coııcrete 
ch ara eter, besides reapproachîng ine and infonnîng mc 
that ‘S\e approach the question from dîfTerîng \iew- 
’poînls,” and you further say, “ I fcel that your 
approach İs not very belpful.’* You further ıcfer to nıy 
CalcuUa speecb and say, “in 'vdıicb you menlioned my 
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name and issııed some kind of a ‘ clıallenge ’ lo ine, I 
fell tlıal ihe public slaleınenl \vas unavoidable and lıence 
my stalement.” Bul yoıı do not even now give me ihe 
jıurporL of ıny speeclı, and ■\vlial was llıe ‘ clıallenge ’ 
wbicb compelled you lo say Avbal you did in your slale- 
ınenl wbicb you considered unavoidable. 

I know nolbing aboul your being in correspondence 
■witb Na^vab .İsmail Klıan referred lo in your letler. 

Finally I nole your request ibal I sbould lel you 
linow “ what exaclly are llıe points in dispule which 
reguire consideration.” I anı glad ihat you agree ıvitlı 
me tlıal llıe arguments carried on llırouglı llıe medium 
•of llıe press are ııol desirable. Bul do you now tliink 
tlıal tbis matter can be discussed, mudi less solved, by 
and llırouglı correspondence ? I anı afraid tlıal is 
•egually undesirable. 

I may state for your inforıııalion llıal I received a 
letler from Mr. Gandhi, daled ibe 19tlı Oot., 1937, and 
I replied lo him on Üıe 5tlı November, ’37, and I anı 
••Stili \vaiting lo lıear from liim. 

I reciprocate the sentinieııts expressed in llıe last 
!but oııe paragraph of your letler at the end of it. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 
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From Mr. Nehru to Mr. Jinnah. - 

Dated Warclha, Februaıy 4, 1938.. 
Dear Mr. Jinnah, ,. • 

Your letter of the 25th Januaıy reached AUalıaLad. 
on February İst after I had left. It has been fonvarded 
to m e here and reached me yesterday. 

I am sorry that my previous letter ^vas dİlTıcult to 
understand. My purpose in writîng it ^vas, as I staled, 
to find out what our points of differeııce and agreement 
weıe. Presumably there are points of difFerence as- 
you have repeatedly criticised the Congress policy and 
practice. If these points of differeııce are noled down 
and our attentîon drawn to them il 'vvould make iheir' 
consideratioH easieı-. It is possible tliat some of tlıem 
may be dne to misapprelıension and this misapprelıen* 
sîon ınight be removed ; it is egually possîble that somC’ 
are m o re fundamental and then ^\'e coııld try to find 
a ıvay out or, al any ra te, know exactly hoıv and ıvhcre 
we stand. Wlıen there is a conflict of opinion, a clari- 
ficalion of the opposing opinions is an esscntial prcli- 
mînaıy to tlıeîr consideration. 

I nıiglıl nıenlîon some relalİvcIy minör mattcrf^ 
\vhich have apparenlly Icd to misapprelıension. In one- 
of your specclıes you referred to ijcîng lold by some- 
one that a chequD for rupees five 1 aklı s \vas rccently. 
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given to .tlıe Coııgress. I am not aware of tlıis and 
presumably I ought to know. Indeed, to my kno^ledge^ 
no one has given even a cheqııe for Rs. 5,000 to tlıe- 
Coııgress for a considerable time. 

In the same, or possibly another, speech yon 
referred to tlıe non-co-operation days and stated tliat 
■\vhile tlıe Aligarlı University was forced to close down 
and maity non-co-operated from it, not a single stııdent 
non-co-operated from tlıe Beiiares University. As a 
nıatter of fact a veıy large number of studeiıts did in 
fact non-co-operate from tlıe Benares University. As a 
resıılt of this a non-official university, tlıe Kaslıi Vidya- 
pitlıa, was establislıed in Benares, as also tlıe Gandlıi 
Aslıranı. Botlı of these stili exist. In tlıe same way 
the Janiia Millia came into existence in Aligarlı and 

« 

this now flourishes in Delhi. 

/ 

Yon have referred in your speeches to the Con- 
gress imposing Hindi-Hindııstani and trying to crush 
Urdu. I presume you were niisinformed for I anı not 
aware of any attempt on the part of the Congress to 
injure Urdu. Some time back I wrote an essay on 
“'Tlıe Question of Language ” which represents, I be- 
lieve, the Congress vieıvpoint. It was approved by 
Mr. Gandhi and by nıaııy people unconnected ıvitlı the 
Congress and interested in the advancement of Urdu,, 
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inciuding Moulvi Abdul Huque, Secrelaıy, Aııjunıan- 
e-Taraqqi-e-Uıdu of Hyderabad. I do not know if you 
bave come acıoss tlıis essay. In any event I am asking 
nıy Office in Allahabad to send you a copy. If you dis- 
agree ıvith the aıgument oı conciusions of ihis essay, I 
shall be gıateful to ha ve youı cıiticisms. 

I might menlıon tbat tiıe Congıess Ministry in 
Madras is endeavouımg to intioduce the study of 
Hinduslani ın the State scboois in the pıovince. They 
are having primeıs and text-books pıepaıed especîally 
for the puıpose hy the Jamia Millia. These primers, 
€tc., aıe to be in two Scripts—Devanagıi and Uıdu— 
but m identical langıiage, the students having tlıe option 
of script. 

I menlıon tlıese instances to show Iıow mi'^appre* 
lıensions aıise. But the leal queslîons at îssue are morc 
important and it is in legard to tlıese that clarîficatîou 
is necessary. I presume you are acquainled uillı the 
Congıess lesolıılions and statenıenls on mİnority and 
fundamenlal rights and legaıdİng communal quc»lions. 
If you so wish il, I can hav e these sent to you. Many 
of tlıese v\ere collected togetlıer in a comprehensivc 
resoîution passed by the Woıkîng Commîtlcc in Caîcutla 
îovvards tlıe end of October 1937, About the Communal 
Avvard the Congrcss posilîon has becn repeatcdiy nındc 
clear. 
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The Congress policy as laid down in tlıese resolu- 
tions may be incomplete or wroııg. If so we shall 
gladly coıısider sııggestions to complete it or rectify il. 
Personally I do not see \vliat more can be done by tbe 
Congress regarding religious or cultural matters. As 
ior political (communal) questions, tlıe Communal 
Award, unsatisfactory as it is, holds tbe field for tbe 
preseni and tili sucb time as it may be altered by mutual 
.agreement of tbe parties concemed. 

t 

In considering wider political questions 5 tbe 
Congress bas adhered to certain principles and policies 
for a number of years, though minör variations lıave 
taken place from time to time. Our preseni policy in 
ihe legislatures and outside was defined by a compre- 
bensive resolııtion passed by tbe Working Committee 
at Wardha last yearj I was very glad to fiııd from 
Nawab İsmail Khan and Chowdhury Khaliquzzaman 
tbat tlıe U.P. Müslim League, or tbe U.P. Müslim League 
Parliam'entaıy Board, accepted this programme. Tlıis 
inciuded our objective of independence, our demand 
for a constit-uent assembly, our general attitude to tbe 
Constitution Act, and tlıe Federation, and our methods 
of ıvork inside and outside tbe legislature. It referred 
also to our agrarian and labour programmes. Tbııs 
tilere appeared to'be a very large measure of agreement 
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between us not only in legaıd to fundamental», but 
even regaıdmg ınany details. 

In vıew of this agıeement it diştiessed and suıpıised 
ine to find ihat theıe ıvas so mudi conflict. I 
İlave tııed, therefoıe, to find out ıvlıal tlıîs conflict is 
about. I do not see how I can make an} pıoposal, 
concrete oı vagııe, ’iviıen I do not know 'vvliat tlıe poinis 
in issue aıe. It ıs tme thal in leading your speeclıc'' 
I have come across varions statements to the e/Tect 
that the Congıess ıs tıyıng to e^lablish Hindu laj. I anı 
ıına^vaıe of hoı\ thıs ıs heing done oı ı\ho is doing it. 
If any Congıess Mınıstııes oı the Congıess oıganisation 
İlave made mıstakes, these should be poınted out to us. 

A leport of yom Calculta speech appeaıed in llu* 
neıvspapers at the time and is no douht availalıle to 
j'DU and foı me to gne yon a jıurport of it seemed 
liardh necessaiy. In tlns }on State thal yon aıe fıght- 
ing the Congıess, tliat >ou are liglıtîng tlıe Congıc"'' 
leadeisilip 'ivhıch is misleading the Hindus. Furtheı 
■joıı ha\e said that yon \\anl to lıring the Congress High 
Conınıand to ıts s en ses. May I suggest tliat tliosc uho 
are pıniîeged to advıse or Icad ibc Congrc-'s have no 
deşil e to fıght any Iiodv except Britîslı Impcriali-nı ? 
In any event, if v\e mîslcad or mİsbelıavc ue have a 
right to empıire fıorn onr crilics whcrc and lion ue 
lıavc done so. 
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Fulüler in yoıır CalcuUa speeclı you said : “ I Iıa\e 
long long ago. niontlıs ago no\\. ihroıvıı oııl a challenge 
lo Pandil Jaıvaharlal Nelıru and I llırow oııl a challenge 
no\\,—lel İlim conıe and sil nillı us and let us fornıu- 
lale a conslruclive prograınnıe iNİiiclı \vill give imme- 
-diale relief lo ihe poor.'* Il \vas to tlıis ' challenge ’ 
that I referred in my lasi leller. I do not remember 
•on \vhich previous occasion you had issued a similar 
•challenge to nıe. 

It is ahvays helpful to discuss nıallers and problenıs 
l'ace to face and, as I have said previously, ive are 
ahvays glad to do so. A short ıvhile ago you met 
Maniana Abul Kalanı Azad, one of our most respected 
leaders, than ıvho there is no one beller fitted to explain 
the Congress vieıv-point in regard lo the minorities 
problem or any oüıer matter. "^nıenever necessily arises 
every one of us ıvill ıvillingly ıvelcome a talk. But 
eren sııch a talk is likely to be vague and infructuous 
if some clarification of ideas does not take place pre¬ 
viously. Correspondence helps in tlıis process and 
sometimes is even preferable as ît İs ıııore precise than 
talk. I Irust Üıerefore that you will help in clarifyiiıg 
the position by telling us ıvhere we dilfer and hoıv you 
ıvould like tlıis difference to end. You have also criti- 
•cised the Congress in vigoroiıs language, as you ıvere 
’iıo doubt entitled to do. But are ive not entitled to ask 
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you to substanliate those crilicîsms in private at least^ 
if not in public ? 

I have inquiıed from Mı. Gandhi about your leller 
to hım dated tlıe 5th Novembeı, 1937. He recei\ed it 
in Calcutta when he ı\as lying ili tlıeıe and he felt that 
it needed no ansıver. Youı lelteı had been in ans^veı 
to his and the matteı seemed to end there foı tlıe time' 
being. He was good enough to show me his letteı and 
yours and ıt seemed to me that no paıtİcıılaı leply ı\as 
called for. I lindeistand that he ^note you yesteıday. 

I hope to be in Allahabad by the 9th Februat}'. 

Yours sinceıely, 
(Sd.) jAWAirARLAL NeIIRU- 

Flom Mı. Jinnah to Mr. Nehrtı. 

Dated Neı\ Delhi, Fcbruar) 17, 1938.. 
Dear Pandit Jaıvahaılal, 

I am in leceipt of ymur letteı of tlıe 4th Febrııary. 
You have now flung at me more complainis and 
gıievances of triflıng characler. E\ıdently jou rcl) on 
that seclion of the press ı\lıich is bent on mî‘;reprc‘:entîng 
and \ ilifyîng me, bul I am glad that } ou say I mcntîon 
these instances to sho\\ how mîsapprehensîou arices : 
‘bul the rcal qucstîon al î*isue i*? more împortant and 
it i*» in rcgard to tlıi'? tlıat claıifıcation i'? ncce^aty.*' 
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Tiıerefore I doıı t think any useful pıırpose will be 
served to carry on correspondence with regard to the 
various matters mentioııed in yoıır letter. ' You will 
please not introdııce matters which you may have 
discussed witlı Nawab İsmail Khan or Chaudhry Khali- 
qıızzaman or any body else. Tbese again wiU lead to 
references and cross references and tlıe matter will never 
end. 

As regards my Calcutta speeclı, tlıe ıvord ‘ chal- 
lenge ’ is obviously due to the imagination of the 
reporter for the very context shows clearly that it was 
an invitation. However, the discussion of ali tlıese 
matters in correspondence will lead us nowhere. I do 
not believe in the doctrine ıvlıich you lay down ‘ but 
are ive not entitled to ask you to substantiate ali these 
criticisms in private at least, if not in public ’ : I for 
my part make no such distinction. I am prepared to 
substantiate aitything that I have said publicly, provided 
it is correctly reported. The crux of your letter on the 
real vital point of the Hindu-Muslim unity is a repeti- 
tion of what you said in your previous letter, ııamely, 
that you ıvant me to note down ‘ the points of difference ’ 
and discuss them through and by means of correspon¬ 
dence—a method, ıvhich .1 made it clear in my last 
letter, is hîghly undesirable and most inappropriate. I 
ıvelcome your sııggestion when you say ‘ ıvhenever 
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necessity aıises eveıy oııe of us ^^ould \\illingly A\elcome 
u talk/ If you think that ııecesijity İjas alisen and any 
One of you is Avilling, I shall be giad to see you and 
■equally welcome a talk. The thing is that you pıefer 
talking at each otheı uheıeas I pıefer talking lo each 
otheı. Suıely you know and you oııghl to knou uliat 
uıe the fundamental points in dispute. 

I Iıave leceived a letleı fıom Mı. Gandhi and I 
ha ve leplıed to hini, a copy of uliich I anı enclosing 
heıewith. 

Youıs sînceıely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNMI. 

From İMr. Nehıu to Mı, Jınnalı. 

Dated Bombay, Febniary 25, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Jinııah, 

Yoıu letteı of the 17th Febuıaıy leached me at 
Haıîpuıa. I had no inlention of flİnging any conıplaints 
and grievances at you. In ıny atlenıjıt to fınd out uhat 
yom conıplaints \seie î ıcad yom speechcs as ıcportcd 
in tlıe nenspapers (usually Iıy a neus agency) and nolcd 
down soıne of llıc poİrıts on nhiclı you had laîd siress. 
î am glad to knon tliat yon ha\c bcen misreporled bul 
you ]ıa\c not poîntcd out ıvlıeıe tlıc mi-repıc-cntatioıı 
comcs in nor, so fai as I knov., ha\e you îssucd any 
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statemeııt to ihe press correcling llıe misrepresentation. 
May I suggesl Üiat it \vill be worlIı wlıile to correct these 
errors so that tlıe pııİJİic might not be misled. A clear 
and aııtlıoritative statemeııt fronı you ıvill lıelp us also 
in understanding what 3^11 stand for and ıvhat you ob- 
ject to. 

I note that you do not wislı me to introduce in our 
coı-respondence any matters ıvhiclı we may have dis- 
cussed ıvith Naıvalı İsmail Khan or Choıvdhr)'^ Khali- 
quazzaman. I did not know that they represented any 
different view-point fronı ^murs. I thought it necessary 
to draw your attention to tlıe repeated attenıtps I have 
been making to find out \vhat tlıe political and conı- 
munal policy of tlıe Muslini League is and wherein it 
'differs fronı that of the Congress. You will remember 
saying last 3 ^ear that the Muslini League had an entirely 
different policy even 011 political matters fronı that of 
the Congress. Since then the League has changed its 
objective and its economic outlook and has thus 
approached nearer to the Congress. I anı anxious to 
find out what the real nıeaning of these changes is. 
Without tlıis clarification it is difficult for us to uiıder- 
stand the present position. 

You say that 3^11 do not believe in the doctrine 
that I lay down, nanıeİ 3 ^ : “ but are we not entitled to 
-ask you to substaııtiate ali these criticisms in private 
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al leasi, if not in public.’* Furtlıer you say that for 
your pai't you make no such distinctîon and a ve prepared 
to sııbsintiate anylhing that you Iıave said publicly, pro- 
vîded it is correctly reported. If you will read my 
sentence again you will no doubt obseiTe tliat t Iıave- 
nowhere laid doo’n any such doctrine as you imagine.. 
I -\vould indeed \velcome a public treatment by you of the 
criticisms made by you. But if you yourself nere- 
unwilling to write to the press on the subject, as you. 
indicaled in your lelter, I put it to you that ne are'at 
îeast entitled to request you to subsiantiale the crilicîsm 
in prîvate. 

H you ha ve made no criticisms of the Congress, 
and the press reports are entirely vvrong, tlıen of course' 
no question of sııbstanlialion arises. Ali tlıat need be 
done is to contradict the press reports. But if criticisms- 
ha ve been made, as presumably they Iıave been, then I 
\vouId request you to justify them publicly or privately 
as you might clıoose. Personally I would prefer the 
former metliod. 

I am afraid I must confess that I do not yet ktıo*v 
vvhat the fundamental points of dispule are. it is for 
tbîs reason that I Iıave been reque3ling you to clarify 
them. So far I have not receîved any help in tlıis 
direclion. Of course ire slıall n İllingly meet you «lıeıi- 
evcr opportunily arises. Our Presîdenl, Suhhas 
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Clıandra Bose, or Maniana Abııl Kalanı Azad or I or 
any otlıer member of the Woi'king Committee can meet 
you at a sııitable opportımily. 

V 

But ‘vvlıen we meet what are we to discuss ? Res-- 
ponsible people witlı organisations behind tlıem can- 
liardly discuss anything in the air. Some clarification 
of the issues, some clear statement of what is ■vvantedr 
and ıv^lıat is objected to, is always desirable, otherwise- 
we may not come to grips witlı tlıe sııbject. You wilF 
remember tlıe argument about wlıat transpired at Delili' 
in 1935 bet\v'een you and Babu Rajendra Prasad. There 
has even been a difference of opinion about tlıe facts. 
It ıvould be unfortunate if we repeated tlıis performance- 
and then argued about it later. 

It is thus higlıly desirable for us to define the- 
issues first. This is also necessary as we have always 
to coıısult maiıy colleagues in regard to any matter- 
alfecting Congress jpolicy. There is surely nothing 
undesirable or inappropriate about this defining of 
issues by correspondence. It ,is the usual method 
adopted between individuals and organisations. Ma}*" 
I therefore beg of you to enlighten me ? 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) Jawaharlal Nehrü». 
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Fıom Mı. Jinualı to Mı. Neluu. ^ 

Dated New Delhi, 3ı d Maıch, 1938. 
Deaı Pandit Jaıvaharlal, ^ 

I am in leceipt of youı letteı of the 25tlı Febı uaı*y. 
I legıet lo find the same spiril ıımning ihıough of ınaking 
insimıations and innuendoe» and laîshıg ali soıls of 
ınatteıs of tıiflıng clıaıacleı ıvliich aıe not geınıane to 
onı pıesent subject ıvith ıvhich you staited, naniely, how 
to fınd the hasis of appıoach lo tlıe ııiost vital and 
pıoıninent questıon of Hindu-Mıısliın unity. You ııind 
ııp yom* letteı by ııisifeting upon tlıe couıse tlıal I should 
fonnulate the points in dispıite and submit to yon for 
yom consideıation and iheıı caiıy on coııe»poudeace 
ıvith you. This nıelhod, I have alıeady stated in my 
coıisideıed opinîon, ıs undesîıable and inappıojniate. 
The method you ınsist upon nıa}’^be ajıpıojniatc betueen 
tuo litigants and tliat is folloı\ed by solicitors on behalf 
of theiı clıents, but nalional issue^ cannot be ^cltled 
îlke ihal. 

WIıen }ou ^ay ‘ tliat I am aftaîd T nuıst eonfe^s 
tîıal I do nol knoı\ \slial fnndanıental points in dispule 
aıe’ I anı only aniazed al }mn ignoıanee, Thîs nıalter 
ha*' been tackIed since Î925 lîght npto 1935 lıy the 
ınost proniîncııt leadeis in tlıe conntn and -o far no 
solutîon has been found. I \\ould bcg of 5011 to *'ludy* 
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İl am! do not lako uj) a solfcoınjdafml allilıulc and if 

vou an* in carncsl I don't liıink vou wiU find mudi 

(linicully in roaiizinu: \viial llu* ınain poinls in dispnlc arc, 

Iıe(’aıi:i(' tlıov lıavo I)f*(*n conslantlv ınınılioncfi hotlı in ihc 

• « 

pfcss and pıddic platform ovi'n ıcıy recxmlly. 

Yours sincerciv. 
{S(L) ]\î. A. .TıxxAn. 


From !Mr. ıSclırn lo Mr. Jinnalı. 


Dated Allalud.ad. Mardı 8. ]938. 


Dcar Mr. Jinnalı. 

Tiıank vou for vour leticr of March 3rd. I am 

* * X 

afraid our lellers lo cadı ollıer repeal lUcmselves. T 
go one rerpıesling you to teli us Avlıal cxaclly are llıe 
poinis in dispule Avliiclı have lo he discussed and you 
go on insisting ihal ihis should nol he done hy corres- 
pondence. At the same lime you have poinicd oul ihal 
ihe main' poinis in dispule havö heen conslanlly, and 
A^eıy recenlly. discussed in tlıc press and puhlic plat¬ 
form. I have carefully folîmved press slalemenis and 
yoıır puhlic speeches. Iıı my efforl lo discover these 
poinis of dispule I enumerated some of ihe’criticisms 
Avhich you Avere reporled lo have made in puhlic 
speeches. In your reply you slaled that you Avere mis- 
reported, but you did not say Avhat ihe correcl report 
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should have been. Fuılheı you said that tlıese weıe 
ıninoı and üifling matteiö, but again you did not poini 
•out what tlîo ınajoı matteıs ueıe. You will perceive 
jny difficulty. I hope I am not making any insinuatiouî» 
'Ol inuuendoes, as you suggest iu yom last letteı. Ceı- 
tainly ıt is not my intentioa to do so, noı to raise tıifling 
matteıs whicb aıe not geımane to ihe pıeseni subject. 
But what aıe tbese matteıs ıvlıich aıe geımane ? It 
may be that I ara den&e or not sufficiently acguainled 
wıth the ıntıİcacies of the pıoblem. If so I deseı*ve to 
be enlıghtened. If you ivdi lefeı me to any lecent 
statement ınade nı tlıe pıess oı platfoım ıvluciı ıvill belp 
me in ımdeistanding, I shall be gıateful. 

It is not my desiıe, may I lepeat, to caiıy on a 
-«ontioveısy by coııespondence, but only to fınd out ıvbat 
the main points of discussîon and dispule aıe. It is 
sıııely usual foı national issucs to be fonnıdaled and 
elaıified in tbıs ıvay to facılıtale discussîon. Botlı in 
national and intematioıial matteıs ive are freqnently 
adopting ibis couı&e. 

You aıe perfectly ııgbl in saying tbat tbis malter 
bas been tackIed since 1925 lepeatedly. Do )on not 
ibink llıal tlıİs veıy liisloıy ıvaııis us not to approncb 
İl in a lague manneı ıvİlboııl cleaı ideas as to ıvhat ive 
object to and ıvlıal ive ıvant ? Apart from thî», nıuch 
'bas Iiappened during tbe-c pa^t fcvv” >ear^ ıvbicfl bas 
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cadı and cverythîng. The poliçe \vas empo\vcrcd to apply 
thcm as thcy plcascd. The Congrcss was tîcclared unlavviul. 
Ali its offıces \vcre laken över forcible lyıssessiön by thc poliçe. 
AH iis property \vus forfeited. Even those instilutions ıvhich 
were İndircctly supposed lo be connected \vilh tlıe Congress 
\vcre capturcd such as Khadİ Bhandars and Ashrams whiclı 
vere mcrelv commercial, or ihduslrial or cdncalional concerns. 
Non-violencc \vas put to so scrious a test that its pursuancc 
itself became a violcncc. The Government with ali thcir 
previous experienccs of Gandhiji’s nıovements becanıc more 
daring for perpelrating baıTarities. They planned very 
dcKlrously to kidnap leaders and \vorkers beföre actually they 
could rise from thcir beds on the morning of tho 9th Aug., 
1942. The fırst siglıt to the Congressman \vas ihe poliçe at 
the early hours of thc 9th August morning. After the arrests, 
the poliçe with the help of the miHtary and arms started the 
work of simply crushing the pcople as in a frenzy; The 
sanetity of human life was nö more, There vas a vanton 
dance of poliçe goondaism and excesses.- But ali that the 
poliçe and military did \vas uniform, organised and under the 
direet cöntrol of. the entire British Enreaucratic macliinery 
in India. ... 

The people \vere ali unorganised, undisciplined and with* 
out any leadership. They vere actually a;nıass of cro\vd and 
gathered together in a verjp natural and innocent manner 
everyvhere in the citics and to\vns as they hcard. of the 
general arrest of their beloved leaders. Their mentality was 
truely fitting to their character and - nature: that is of ari 
unorganised-erovd \vhich is excessively emotional, impulsive, 
ficide, inconsistent, irresolute, extreme in aetion, displaying- 
only the coarser * emotions and: the less refined sentimeuts,' 
careless in deliberation, .hasty in ' judgment,' incapable of any 
but the crudest reasoning; easily svayed and led and lacking 
in self*consciousness;and confidence. Such cro\vds gathered; 

" everyvvhere stili they exhibited extraordinary senSe bf discİ‘ 
pline and non-violence. Itvasall düe to Gandhijl anddhe 
câuse he represented, tili men, as they vere, could be excited 
to resist and resist tili death. ■ What actually the people did 
can be-very correctly cömpared with the pricking of’nails or' 
teeth by a pigmy faced- \vith- imminent end of hiS; life in the 
cruel grip of - a giant. ^ But -the Government got the desired 
chance of firing, and fired indiscriminately on the people in the 
cities and villages, vithout any regard for age or sex. When 
the people retorted by pefsuing their peaceful demonstrations 
they vere faced vith stili greater severity and strength. Thus 
vell-planned and very veli organised.violence of the Govern¬ 
ment, vas.practised- on'the.unarmed and npn-yiolent people of 
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As legaıds ihe Conımunal Auaıd ihe posıtion of 
ihe Congzess has heen clarıfied If ıt ıs yom de^ııe 
lo dıscuss ıhı s malter, î shovild Iike to kno\\ 

As legaıds lelıgıous and cııltural guaıantees, the 
Congıess has gıven as fiili asi,uıances and gnaıantees 
as ıs possıble H hoıseveı any olheı guarantees aıe 
consıdeıed necessaiy, tlıey should be mentıoned Ahout 
on e of the questıons ıv^hıch yon hav e lefeııed to ın yom 
speeches, the Language questıon I ln\e v\ı itten to a ou 
pıevıoush and sent yon mj hrochure I tınst tini }on 
agreed vvıtlı ıt‘î mam conciusions 

Aıe ive gomg to dı«cnss these nntteıs or «ome 
otlıeis vvhıch I have not mentıoned above ^ Tlıen ağam 
the hackgıoıınd of ali sııch dıscııssıons mıısit necessaıd) 
be a ceıtaın polıtıcal and economıc one—om «iirugglc 
for ındependence, ouı antı ımpernlısm om mcthods 
oî dııect action ıvhenever necessar), om antı vvar polıc), 
om attempt to lenıove the expIoıt'itıon of the nns'.c'' 
agıanan and îabom problcnıs, and tlıe !ıkc T takt 
jt tlnt uıth tlıe rconenlatıon of tlıe Muslini I cıguc**« 
polıcy theıe vvıll not Iıe an> great dıffeıence legııdırıg 
llııs antı nnpernhst bıckgoumd 

^ou \mU forgvve ınc foı rcpeatıng mv^clf ın the-e 
leticıs and for sıjıng the saıne thıngn över and ovcr 
ağlın I do so bediice I anı kecnlv desiroiN of )our 
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appreciating my viewpoinl. which I believe is also tlıe- 
viewpoint of my colleagues in the Congress. I have no 
desire to take up yoıu* time and to spend my time in 
\vriting long letlers. But my mind demands clarity 
before it can fıınction effectively or ihink in terms of 
any action. Vagueness or an avoidance of real issııes ' 
cannot lead to satisfaclory results. It does seem strange 
to me tliat in spite of my repeated regııests I am not told 
wlıat issues have to be discussed. 

I understand tliat Gandhiji has already written to 
you expressing his readiness to have a talk with you. 

I am not now the Congress President and tlıııs have not 
the same representative capacity, but if I can be of any 
help in this matler my Services are at the disposal of 
the Congress and I shall gladly meet you and discuss 
these matters with you. 

Yours sincerely, 
( Sd .) Jawaharlal Nehru. 

From Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Nehru^ 

Dated New Delhi, 17th March, 1938, 

t 

Dear Pandit Jawaharlal, 

t 

I have received your letter of the 8th of March, 
1938. Your lirst letter of the 18th of January, conveyed 

* 

to me that you desire to know the points in dispute for 

t 

■ • 

7 
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îhe purpose of promoting Hindu-Muslim unity. "VVhen 
5n jreply I said that the subject-matler cannot be solved 
through coırespondence and it was equally undesîrable 
as discussing matteıs in the pıess, you in your leply 
of the 4th of Februaıy, formulated a çatal ogue of 
grievances with regaid to ray supposed criticism of tlıe 
Congress and utterances ^vhîch are haidly relevant to 
the question for our immediate consideralion. You neni 
on persisting on the same line and you are stili of 
opinion that those matteıs, although not germane to the 
present subject, should be further discussed, ^vlıiclı I 
do not propose to do as I have already explained to you 
jn ray prevıous letter. 

Tlıe question with uhich ne started, as I underslood, 
is of safeguaıdıng the righis and the înterests of the 
Mussalmans nuth regard to tlıeir religion, cıdture, 
language, peısonal lan s and politîcal rights in the 
national life, the goveınment and the adminiştialioıı of 
the country. Vaıious suggestîons have been made nhîclı 
nili satisfy the Mussalmans and creale a sense of sccn- 
rîly and eonfidence in the majorîty comraunîly. I am 
nUen say in. yont lelter undec tcply, “ But 
nhat are these raatters nhîclı are gemınne. It nıay he 
that I am dense or not snfiiciently acquaînted nith the 
inlrîcacies of the problem. If «o, I dc''er\c to he cnîîght* 
ened. If >ou nili refer mc to aııy recent slalement nıadc 



TVITH MR. JINNAH 


99 


mı tlıe press -or platform ıvliiclı will lıelp me in ımder- 
'.standing, I slıall be gratefuL” Perliaps yon bave heard 
^of the Fourteen Points. 

Next, as yon say, “ Apart from this mudi has 
'happened dııring tlıese past few years whidı has altered 
-the position.” Yes, I agree with you, and various sug- 
gestions have appeared in the. newspapers recentiy. For 
’instan'ce, if you ^vîll refer to tlıe Statesman, dated the 
12th of February, 1938, there appears an article mıder 
’tlıe heading “ Thi’ough Muslini Eyes ” (copy enclosed 
for your conveıiience). Next, an article in tlıe Neıu 
'Times, dated the İst of March, 1938, dealing ıvith your 
■pronouncement recentiy made, I believe, at Haripura 

m 

sessions of tlıe Congress, ıvhere you are reported to have 
-said : 

“ I 'have examined tlıis so-called communal ques- 
tion through the telescope, and if there is nothing 
ıvliat can you see.” 

'This article in the Neıo Times appeared on the İst of 
March, 1938, making numerous suggestions (copy en- 
»closed for your‘conveıiience). Further you ıııust have 
-seen Mr. Aney’s interview where he wanıed the Con¬ 
gress menfioning some of tlıe points which the Muslini 
League would demand. 

Now, this is enough to show to you that various 
•.suggestions that have been made, or are likely to be 
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made, or aıe expected to be made, Tvili ha\e to be* 
analysed and ultiniately I consider it is the duty of ery 
tıue nationalist, to whic]ıe\er party or community be 
may belong to make it his business anJ examine tbe 
sıtuation and bring about a pact belueen tlıe blussab 
mans and tbe Hîndııs and create a real United fıonl; 
and it shouM be as mucb >oıu anxiety and duly as ît is 
mine, irrespective of tbe question of tbe paıly oı tbe 
community to nbich ne belong. But if you desiıe tbal 
I sbould collect all tlıe^^e suggestions and submit to 3 ou 
as a petitioneı for 30u and 30111 colleagues to consider, 
I am afraid I can^'t do ıt nor can I do it fcrr-tlıe puıpose 
of caır3ing on furtbeı conespondence ı\ıth legaıd to 
tbose \anons poınts ıvıljı 3’ou. But if you' stili in«>i«t 
npon tbat, as 3mu seem to do so nhen 3mn 533’ in 3our 
lelter, “ My mmd deınands clarity before it can funcliou 
effectı\eİ3 01 thınk ın teims of any aciîon. Vagnene''S 
or an avoıdance of real issues could not lead lo satb- 
facloi3 results. It doe» seem strange to me tbat in spîte 
of ni3 lepeated reqııests I am not told o bat issues ba\e 
to be discussed.’' Tbıs ıs lıardİ3'‘ a correcl descrİptîon 
01 a fan representalıon ; but in tbat casc I ıvonld rct|ursl 
you to ask tbe G>ngres‘^ olbcîally to conımunîcale uitb 
ine to tbat effect, and I «hali pîace llıo mattcr before tlıe 
Council of tbe AIMndİa Müslim League ; 3^** )our'' 

self sa3 tbat 30u arc “ııol tbe Congre^s PrcsİdcnI and 
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ıtlıus İlave nol the saiııe represenlalive capacîly but if I 
'Can of any lıelp in this nıatter ıny Services are at the 
'disposal of the Congress and I slıall gladly meet yon 
.and discuss these matters Avith you.” As to meeting 
you and discussing matters ıvitlı you, I need lıardly say 
Uİiat I slıall be pleased to do so. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 

Extract from the Stalesnıaıı, New Delhi Edition. 

Dated the 12th Februaıy, 1938.’ 

THROUGH. MÜSLİM EYES 
By Ain-el-Mulk 

/ 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s Bombay statement of 
January 2 on the Hindu-Moslem question has produced 
hopeful reactioııs and the stage has been set for a talk 
betıveen the leaders of what, for the sake of convenience, 
-nıay be described as Hindu India and Moslem India. 
^hether the Jinnah-Jawaharlal talks ^vill produce in 
1938 better results tlıan the Jinnah-Prasad talks did in 
1935 is yet to be seen. Too much optimism would not, 
'however, be justified. The Pandit, by way of annotating 
İliş Bombay statement while addressing tlıe U. P. dele- 
:gates for Haripura at Lucknow, at the end of January, 
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enîphatîcally asserted that in no case wouId Congresg 
“ give up iis principles.” Tliat was not a bopeful state- 
ment becaııse any acceptable formula oı pact that may 
be evolved by the leadeıs of the Congress and tlıe- 
League wouId, one may guess, involve tlıe acguîescence 
of the Congress in sepaıale electoıates (at least for a 
certain peıiod), coalition ministries, recognition of the 
League as dıe one aulhoritatîve and representative orga- 
jnizatıon of Indian Moslems, modification of ils attitude 
on the qııestıon of Hindi and its scripl scrappîng of 
Bande Mataram altogetheı, and possibly a redesigning 
of the tıi-colour flag or at least agıeeing to gİve tîıe flag 
of the League an equal importance. It is possîhle that 
with a litlle statesmanship on hoth sides agıeemcnt can 
l>e reached on ali these points ı\ithout any infrİngement 
of the principles of eitheı, but the gıealest ohstacle t o 
a satisfactory solulion ^vould stili re ma in,—in the shape 
of the communalists of the Mahasabha, and the frrccon* 
cilables of Bengaî, all of \\hom arc not of the Maha- 
sabha aîone. The riglıt of the Congress to speah in ihc 
name of Hindus has heen openlj' challcnged and e\en 
the Jinnah-Prasad formula \\hich d id not satfsfy the 
Moslems—and nothing on the liues of r\hîc!ı is ıion 
lihely to salisfy them—has heen \ehcmcnlly dcnounced 
by the Bengal Pro\mcîaI Conference Iıeld al Vîslmnpur 
Tccently passcd no exlıemclj communal rcsoîutîon, and' 
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that tlıe latest utterances of the Congress President-elecü 
on the communal situation generally and the Jinnah- 
Prasad formula in particular shoıv some restraint. The 
only thing for Moslems to do in the circumstances is tO' 
wait and hope for the best, without relaxing their efforts 
to add daily to the strength of the League, for it will 
not do to forget that it is the growing power and repre- 
sentative character of tlıe Müslim League ^vhich has 
compelled Congress leaders to recognize the necessity 
for an ımderstanding with the Moslem community. 

Extract from the New Times, Lahore. 

Dated the İst March, 1938. 
THE COMMUNAL QUESTION 

In its last session at Haripura, the Indian National 
Congress passed a resolution for assuring minorities of 
their religious and cultural rights. The resolution was 
moved by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and was carried. 
The speech ıvhich Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru made on 
this occasion ıvas as had as any speech could be. If 
the resolution has to be judged in the light of that speech, 
then it comes to this that the resolution has heen passed 
not in any spirit of seriousness, but merely as a meaning- 
less assurance to salisfy tlıe foolish minorities who are 
clamouring “ for the satisfaction of the communal prob- 
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lem.” Mı. Jawahaılal Nehru proceeded op Üıe hasis 
that tilere was leally no coramunal question. We slıould 
İlke to leproduce ihe tıenchant manner in ııhich he put 
foı\vard the pioposilion. He saıd : “ I haıe exanuned 
ihe so called communaî questıon through the telescope 
and, if iheıe ıs nothıng, nhat can you see.” It appears 
to us that İt ıs the heîght of dıslıonesty to nıove a reso- 
lution wıth these pıemises. If there is no minority 
qııestıon, why pioceed to pass a lesolutıon ? Why not 
5 tate that theıe ıs no minority guestion. This is not the 
fiıst time that Pandit Jaıvahaılal Nehıu has expressed 
his complete inability to understand or see the communaî 
question, When leplyıng to a statemeııt of Mr. Jinnah, 
he leîteıated his conviction tliat in spite of his hest 
«ndeavouı to undeistand ıvhat Mı. Jinnah wanted, he 
could not get at what he uanted. He seems to thînk 
that with the Communaî Aıvard nhich the Congıes» Iıas 
opposed, the seals in the Legıslatuıe have lıeconıe 
usbured and noiv nothing remains to be done. He ıcpeats 
the offensive statement that the Communaî A^^aıd is 
ınerely a problem cıeated by tlıe middle or upper classes 
for the sake of a few seals in the Legîsîature or appoînt- 
ments în Goveıcımeul service or for Miuisterial posi- 
lions. We sbould îike to teli Pandit Ja\\aharlal Nehru 
llıal he lıas compîelely mîsunderstood t!$e posîtion of 
ihe Müslim minority and it is a mattcr of inlenme pain 
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of- Auffüst, 1942, and thereafter the .vvork bf arrests cotıhnued 
from.day to day on an increasing scale till.the number o.f 

arrests reached över a lakh.by the end of Septenrbeı ' • 
Congress and alUed organisations were declared; unla^tu.l> 
Tlieir. ofhces and property were forfeited and ■ forcıbly taken 
possession of. Ali public meetmgs .and ■processıor^ 
4ere prohibited. ' Strongest ^ restnctions wep placed 
on the-publicition of- news and’-' views ın• the newspa- 
pers. Over 90 nationalist ne\vspapers ceased pubhcations 
-and others were publishing nevvs and view.s only anthorısed 
by the Government. Mr. S. A. -B.relvi, in his speech_ as the 
•Ghairman of the 3rd Session öf Ali İndia Newspapers Edıtors 

■Conference at Madras, summarised thıs as below •— 

•“The Press in İndia: was confronted vvıth a great cusıs 
when the.- Government söught to control. muzzle^and 
hümihate it in. â manner familiarızed to us by tlıe Eazıs 

, ^ ^ f 9 4 

and the Fascists. . : ı„j 

. “A number bf ne\vspapers. has been. suppressed . or had 

.sıispended publication as a result of the new restrıcttons_oU 

the manner in whi.ch they were applied. The^most haimful 

use made of these restrictions Avas to deny pubhcıty to state- 

ments and reports suppprting the İndian demand for free oxn 

and legitimate political: activity. -j-- ^ 

“Government suppressed ali .ne\vs legardıng 
Bhansali’s fast and imposed draconian restnctions _ on the 
publication of ne\vs and’.comments about Gandhıjı s iast. 
;Bhansali \vas neither a detenu nor a pnsoner. As a lıee 

Citizen he.\vas entitled to undertake a fast. . y 

“The most obnoxious feature of the .executıve hıgh- 
handedness was that the pains and penalties of the Delence 
of İndia Rules were repuisitioned to prevent the Press even 
from informing the public that it had been gagged. _ 

Curfe-vv Drders \vere proıhulgated in the citıes and were 
•observed very cruelly. Ali attempts of the people, however, 
peaceful and non-violent, to.take out Pfocessıons ^nd hoM 
public meetings were. strongiy and brutaHy foıled 
İnd the military. The use of tear-gas, lathı-clwrgesund firıngs 
was resorted to freely and indiscriminately. The very firşt day 
on 9th August fıring \vas done at Bombay, Ahmedabad and 
Poohâ. Thereafter the business of firıng became- the order 
of the day. Most of the big cities, ,towns, and even vdlages 
had a taste of fifing done indiscriminately and wantonly. Aü 
these suffocating restrictions and deprıvmg of the people of 
ali their legitimate and peaceful civic rl^s besıdes excı ın^ 
and provocating treatment of the indivıdual .Governm 
Officials, particularly of poliçe .and the ranıtzry, could pot 
be tolerated by the people lying dovm. Ali thıs acted and 


reacted on the people very strongiy. Tlıeir first action /was 
the direct outcome of the general and whole'sale arrests 
which was nothing else but observance of peaceful Hartals 
and attempt to take out peaceful processions and to hold mass 
public meetings. But they \vere not allowed even to do this 
and were violently and forcibly compelled to- desist from 
taking out processions and holding meetings, In the attempts 
of dispersing the non-violent and peaceful crowds of the 
innocent people, who came out to express tlıeir feelings on 
the arrests of their leaders, the poliçe tınd military used their 
utmost force of violence by resorting to the use of tear-<Tas 
free-lathi-charges and firing. At this the people felt compell’ 
ed and provoked to persist in their attempts ıvith greater 
resistance. Acts of violence on the part of the people wcre 
the result of the provocation and excitement caused to them 
by the Government. The subsequent incîdents shaping like 
the general movement in the country \vere the “natural and 
^ntaneous ou^ursts” of the people on the doings öf the 
t^uvernmenh This contention is proved by the facts which 

published by the Government 
İtsel f. The ınf e rence drawn by the Government from the 
lacts and happenings ıhat this contention is "countered” is 
^ îind does not stand to reason and facts. 

\/hıle the Government took the offcnsive as a^aİnst the 
contemplated movement by the Congress and Gandlıiji 
folloıvıng the dıctum and poHcy that “the most effective 
defence ıs to take the offcnsive fırst.“ The people were Jeft 

programme and instructions 
hence thej dıd what struck them feasible and possible at the 

nn?/ moment. They were excited and provoked 

and thus ıvere drıven to such acts which they would ha ve 
never even contemplated to do in the ordinary circumstances. 

Sivc "'ost excited and most 

T started from the cities and then it procced* 

ed to the towns and vıllages. The conditions and circums- 
created by the sudden offensive of the 

sımilar, tİıe rcaction was also 
s mılar throughout the country. The people's objects of 

^ stations, RIy. stations and other 

Government Ofnces besides cutting of Telegraph \Vires 

Ro^dT^nd Mpermancnt 

•n n Ratl'vay iracks. But ali this was done 

ın a Kirt of excıtement on a country-ividc scile, of course 

more \videly and intensely than 
ın the o.hcrs. But t. I this n’as done İn a most disorganised and 

hl^İ^ training and even expert advice or 

hel{i. The damage done to the Government property 
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under aboye lıeadş was almost nominal as compared to 
size and extent of the Country and the excitement in 
the people.» This şhows, and clearly proves that there 
were absolutely no preparations, no pre*planning 
and no pre-arrângements. Ali what was done was 
at the spur of the moment and by the mobs either consisting 
of the villagers or the students, No ddubt as the people as 
a whole \vere tired of the British. rule and its policy in İndia 
so they desired to paralyse the administration but certainly 
they had absolutely no preparation for it and had no equip- 
ment, implements, Instruments and armaraent. They ran 
a difîerent race in a hap-hazard manner as they were provoked 
to do so- by the Government and its revolt-exciting and 
bloodrboilihg policy. It vras ali done_ in a blind manner 
\vith a sheer force of number, excitement and sentiment but 
certainly not under any well-guided leadership, plan, or 
policy. İt \vas no movement, no strategy, no vvarfare and 
no organised ‘ action of any' şort, violent or non-violent. It 
•vvas merely the, resultant of a "Spontaneous dütburst” of 
the suppressed people ona highly .exciting proyocation and 
shock given by the Government through ,their -policy and 
conduct. • The responsibility for ali this primarily, directly 
and largely rests on the Government of İndia. ' . , ■ 

We quote beloWf the facts and: figures supplied; by the 
Government themselves about their alleged losses .by the 
people in the whble of İndia and throughout the uprising or 
so called disturbânces :— ' 

* . ■* f ' ’ 

Losses of the Government 

: ■ : ; a—property 

I—Railways 


1. Rolling Stock 

2. T rack , ; ; 

3. Ştatiop buildings 

4. ■ Âncilİiary Eqüipment. 


Rs. 18 lakhs. 

9 
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Rs. 42 lakhs.. ' 


* ** m * ^ ^ 

The makimüm^' destruction ivais done ’tö thei E.l.R. ^and 
B. & N.W.R., the replacement and' recönstrüction ■ of■ the 
former will cöst' oVer Rs. 12 . lakhs and bf '-the latter över 
Rs. 14 lakhs. By the end of December 1942^ 318 Stations 
were attacked, many-were bürnt and others were Avhclly 
or partially deströyed. There were 59 ^derailtrients, involv- 
ijıg' manv passenger ^ traıns,'Oüt of ali, 3 were bad cases in 
\vhich 27 persons were killed and 112 injured. Of Ğourse 
all nf them'were Ihdiâns,’ Besides tlierö%ere late'trainş 
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or ho trains at ali uptili November when normal tralfic 
n*as resumed. , ; . 

H—Post Officcs ■ ‘ ‘ i - ' 

895 post offices raided, 57 completely destroyed and 252 
seriousiy damaged. 

(a) Loss of Cash ete, about Rs. 2 lakhs. 

(b) Loss of furniture ete. 1 

A , . 


Rs. 3 lakhs. 


MI—Treasury 

Treasury looted at Ram Teli (C.P.) Rs. 3lakhs. 

Thus we take in round figures. The hetual losses of 
the Oovernment in their o\vn words were of about Rs. 50/* 
lakhs maxîmum. . ' 

LIFE ; • ’ . 

I. 53 Government servants wereliilled. 

II. As .regards injuries sustained by the Government 
servants, no definite figüre is mentioned by the Government. 

Besıdes the above figures follovdng are the salient faets 
as reported by the Government about the activities *of the 

people during this uprising, revolt or disturbance. cali it as 
you plcase:— 

I-GENERAL 

;*A erovyd varying from .500 to 10,000 marehed upon a 
pohce station or a post officc or a raiUvay station attacking 
offıcmls, destroyıng records and in many cases setting 
bmldıngs onfıre. In auelling riots hundreds of policemen 
suffered ınjunes from brick-bats and botties. 

IN BIHAR 

A passenger t ra in was stopped at Fatvah by a cro\vd 
m wlııch two Air force of fi cer s happened to be travclling. 
Ihecroıvd promısed to spare their life if they surrendered ^ 

^g‘'eed only to be brutally hacked 
to dcatL Their bodıes \vere paraded through tİıc town and 
latcr throıvn ınto a rıver." ; 

"İn Monghyr district, vİllagcrs surrounded a plane whİch 
iad crashed »n a river, offered to roı\’ the survivors to 
the bank ıf they surrendered their arms.- The vietims' 
rusted t!»e croıvd, who having rçduced them to defcncc- 
jessness. pounced upon them; tivo survivors ıvho jumpcd 
ınto the nver \verc bcaten to death with lathîs, 

Attempts in Bihar cost I’ohce Offıcers their jives at Katra, 
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Minapur, Sihghai.'Rupali and Sarath, and simılarly the lıves 
of the Sub-Divisional Officer, Sitamari, and his party. 

On Angust 16, an armed mob of 4,000—abouta thousand 
of whom marched in regular formation—attacked the Minâpore 
oolice station, • serioûsly wounding- a Sub-lnspector-, and 
înjuring several constables on duty. The Sub-Inspector was 
b^aten and disarmed; tied to a pole and^ thro\^ into a fire 
Nvhich was already consuming the station. The tortured 
officer cra\vled’ out of the fire, but \vas beaten ıvıth lathıs, 
throıvn-back into the flames and pinned in the fire wıth poles 

0,11(3- İ3.tlıîs»^* ’ -' • - • ‘ 

"A Similar hoiTİble -outrâge took place at Rupali poliçe 

station. A mob of 10,000 to 12,000 attacked a station and 

stoned the poliçe staff, inciüding a junior. Sub-Inşpector and 

the constables ..on düty. Kerosene oil- \vas poureo on the . 

poliçe' station and -the _policemen were consıgned to 

the flames.” . ' ' ■' \ 

“An armed mob looted the Silk Instıtute., ' r i r • 

-• ■ “in district ^Monghyr, five persons accused of theft were 
•produceci before a panchayat 'coürt \vhich prdmptl)^ delivered 
judgment. The fingers of- their right hands were cut off, 
three men -lost an eye each and some were branded wıtlı hot 
irons. In Gaya district, two burglars tried by â self-constıtuted 
court \vere condemned to death and killed on the spot. _ 

“A pujari of a temple in Bıhpnr in Bhagalpur district, 
suspected of being a poliçe spy, was done to, death on 

November 30.”'■ • ■ \ . 'i ; -i 

“Six hundred prisoners mutımed ın Bhagalpur Jaıl on- 

Seotember 4th. • A deputy superintendent, the carding master 
Ld ahvarder. lost tlıeir lives in this affair and their bodıes 
were burnt.. Extensive •'damage \vas also done to'the jaıl 
factory, which was set on .fire,” • ıvr- - A 

■ • -Mr. Jaglal Chaudhury, who had been a Congress Mınıster 

from 1937 -to 1939, and: Avho was one of Mr. Gandhi’s trüsted 
men, ■ personally instigated the burning of a poliçe, station 
in the Saran district and during the attack urged the ^ cro\vd 
to tie up the Sub-lnspector .in a sack and throw, him into the 
rivfer.' -This same :Minister.made-plans^to resist. troops.;.wıth 
■ spears, lightedi torches • and boilinğ oil.. • He has been yî^d 
and senfenced tû.ten yea:rs .imprisonment, the sentence.-beıng 
revievved and upheld by a Judge of the Patna Hıg ı Court. 

“There \vas an attack on the poliçe station ot Minapur ın 
Muzzaffarpur district on Aûgust 16th. by nn armed mob of 
four or five thousand men. They looted and burnt. the 
oolice-station, âssaulted the offlcers and constables and büınt 
the Sub-Inspector alive. There iş , no doubt \yhatever , that 

these-a.'Gts.^'wfere ıperp’stratndnâme öf..tlie- ^-öngress. 
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Leadıng merabers of the mob were shoutlng Congress sİoffans 
and carryıng Congress flags. The main accused, ^vhö \vas 
responsıble ior holding the Inspector do\vn in the fire (and 
who has been sentenced to death) was *seen hoisting a 
Congress fiag on the roof of the thana ; this was an exhibit in 
thecase. At the conciusion of the judgment ■ in discussinn 
the ınterpretation of section 121 of the Indiah Penal Code 
(wagjng war against the King-Emperor) the Judge observed : 

İt ıs a matter of common knowledge that the object of the 
re çent dısturbances and risings throughout the country was 
to paralyse the administration and to compel the Government 
to submıt to the demands of the Indian National Congress. 

ORISSA 

”In Balasora district a body of armed poliçe \vho had 
arrests there found themselves confronted 
t thousand persons, tvho had been 

mobıhsed by the sonnding of conch-shells from village to 

^approachcd. They disobeyed an 
order to dısperse, and the poliçe had to öpen fire, ultımately 
causıng 2o or 26 dçaths and about 50 injuries.” " 

an 1 ^ suard öf Jeypore State 

and ınjured İJ other servants and a magistrtıte,” 

CENTRAL PROVINCES 

1 ^ attacked the poliçe station at Ashti 

demandıng the surrender of the thana. The poliçe \vere 
coınpelled to öpen fire in self-defence, but were overDo\vertd 
when theır small stock of ammunition gave out. A Sub* 
Inspector was stoned to death, and one head constable and 
2ûrm“u« VW. murdeKd. Half-dead constabIe.\4rc 

con^üb e csranl,!^ Tl!"'" «"e l'Md constable and one 

1 ? »-scaped. The same day at Chimur, a mob of thou- 
sands stormed the rest-house killing the sub-divisrnal maX 
t nite and leavmg the naıb-tehsildar nearly d cad The rest- 

ter wıth the pohce, a Sub-Inspector and a constable wprı- 

""‘'otrn« ^ Inspcc" 

^erı- ovcrpoıvered and beaten to death. The mob th-»n 

batnett°Th^a?b!‘’.r-|l“™'f “"<1 

> .1 naıb-tehsıldar. who was stili alive was done 

ma^ivrate’s^ sub-divtsional 

Nnppur?’*^^*^^ sacked a C. I. D. Inspcctor’s bungaloıv at 
'blfitün miles früm Nagpüı» ön thü Blıanüat'a t'uad, k 
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As far as I can makc oul froın your lellcr and Üıe 
«nclosures yon lıave sent, you uish lo discuss llıc fol- 
loAvîng ınallcrs : 

1. Tlıe Foıırteen Points forınulalcd hy llıe Muslini 
Leagııc in 1929. 

2. The Congress slıoııld ıvilhdraw ali opposition lo 
the Connnıınal A\vard and should nol deserihe 
il as a negalion of nalionalism. 

3. The share of ihe Musliıns in llıe Slale Services 
should be delinilely fixed in llıe Conslilulion by 
slalulory enacimenl. 

4. Müslim Personal Law and cullure should be 
guaranleed by Slalule. 

5. The Congress should lake in hand llıe agilalioıı 
in conneclion ıvilh llıe Shahidganj Mosque and 
should use ils moral pressure lo enable llıe 
Muslims lo gain possession of llıe mosque. 

•6. The Muslims’ riglıl lo cali Azan and perform 
religioııs ceremonies should not be feltered in 
any way. 

7. Muslims should lıave freedom lo perform cow- 
slaughter. 

•8. Muslini majorities in ihe Provinces, where suciı 
majorities exist at preseni, must nol be affeeted 
by any territorial redistribution or adjustments. 
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9 The Bande Mataıam song slıould he gı\etı up 

10 Muslıms ^vant Urdu to be the «atıoml Huguage 
of Iııdia and they desıre to Iıave statutoıy 
guarantees that the use of Utdu slıall not he 
curtaıîed or damaged 

11 Müslim representation ın the local bodıes should 
be governed by the pııncıples underljıng the 
Communal A^vard, tin t ıs separale electoıates 
and population strength 

12 The tıı colour flag slıould be changed or, alter 
natıvel), the flag of the Muslini League should 
be guen equal ımportance 

13 Recognıtion of the Mushm League as (he one 
authorıtatıve and lepresentalıve orgnnızation of 
Indıan Muslıms 

14 Coılıtıon mınîstnes 

It ıs furtlıer stated that the formula e\ol\ed hj 
you and Baba Rajendra Pnsad ın 1915 dots not «atısfy 
the Muslıms noı\ and notlııng on tho'ic luıcs ıvıll ‘;ati‘'f) 
them 

Jî js added iJnt the lıst gnen abo\e n not a corn 
plele lı«t and llnt ıt can be nııgmented h> the addılion 
of furtlıer ‘demand« ’ Not knoıvıng thcsc possıblc and 
tmlımıtcd addıtıons I can «^a} nothıng aI>out them But 
I should İlke to deal iMtlı the \ariou' nntlcrs spccıficall) 
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mentioned and to iııdicate wlıat the Congress attitude 
has been in regard to them. 

But before considering them, the political and 
economic background of the free India we are working 
for has to be kept in mind, for ultimately that is the ' 
controlling factor. Some of these matters do not arise 
in considering an independent India or take a particular 
shape or have littie importance. We can discuss them 
in terms of Indian independence or in terıhs of the 
British dominance of India continuing. The Congress 
naturaly thinks in terms of independence, though it 
adjusts itself occasionally to the pressure of transitional 
and temporary phases. It is thus not interested in 
amendments to the present constitution, but aims at its 
removal and its substitution hy a constitution framed 
by the people through a Constituent Assembiy. 

Another matter has assumed an urgent and vital 
significance and this is the exceedingly critical interna- 
tional situation and the possihility of war. This must 
concern India greatly and aflFect her struggle for free- 
dom. TIıis must therefore he considered tlıe goveming 
factor of the situation and almost everydıing else 
hecomes of secondary importance, for ali our efforts 
and petty arguments will be of littie avail if tlıe very 
foundation is upset. Tlıe Congress has clearly and 
repeatedly laid down its policy in the event öf such a 
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crısıs and stated thal ıt wıll be no party to ımpenalıst 
\var The Congress wıll very gladly and wıllıngly co- 
operate wjth the Mushm League and ali ollıeı organ ı- 
zatıons and jndıvıdııals m the furtherance ol thıs polıcy. 

I have carefully looked thıough the vaiıous matteis 
îo whıch you have drawn attention m your letter and 
ıts enclosures and I find ihat tlıeıe ıs nolhıng m them 
^vhıch refers to oı touches the economıc demands of 
the masses or affects the ali ımportant questıons of 
poverty and unemployment For ali of us ın Indıa 
these are the \ital ıssııes and linless some solution ıs 
found for them, we function ın "vaın The (juestion of 
State Services, hoı\soever ımpoıtant and ıvortlıy of con* 
sıdeıatıon ıt might he, affects a very small numbeı of 
people The peasantry, ındustnal 'l^o^kers, arlısans and 
pelty shop keepers form the vast ınajonly of tlıe popu- 
latıon and they are not ımpro\ed ın any ^vay lıy an> 
of the demands lısted above Tlıeır ıntercsts slıould 
be paramount 

Many of the ‘demands’ ınvohe changes of the 
conslitution Avhıch ^\e are not m a posıtion to bnng 
about Even ıf some such changes are desırablc m 
themsehes, ıt ıs not oıır polıcy to press for mmor con- 
stıtutıoml clıanges. Wc ^vant to do awc) compicicly 
^ılh the preseni conslitution and rcplace ıt by another 
for a free Indıa. 
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In Üıe saıne ^vay tlıe desire for slaluloıy guaranlees 
iıivolves constilutioııal changes Avhiclı 'sve camıot give 
effecl to. AH Ave can do-is lo slale Üıat in a future consli- 
tulion for a free India ^ve want certaiıı guaranlees to be 
incorporaled. We lıave done llıis in rögard to religious, 
.cullural, linguislic and oüıer righis of minorities in the 
Karachi resolulion on Fıındamental Riglıts. We would 
like these fundamenlal riglıts lo be nıade a part of tlıe 
(Conslitution. 

I ııoAS" deal wil}ı tlıe various matlers listed above. 

1. Tie Foui’teeıı Points, I had tlıought, tvere some- 
vwlıat out of date. Many of tlıeir provisions have been 
£İven effect to by tlıe Coınmunal Award and in otlıer 
ways, some otliers are entirely acceptable to the Con- 
gress ; yet otliers reguire constitutional changes which, 
:as I have mentioned above, are beyond our preseni 
competence. Apart from tlıe matlers covered by tlıe 
'Coınmunal Award and those involving a change in tlıe 
constitution, one or two matters remain which give rise 
to differences of opinion and which are stili likely to 
lead to considerable argument. 

2. Tlıe Congress has clearly stated its attitude 
towards the Communal Award, and it comes to this that 
İt seeks alterations only on the hasis of mutual consent 
'of the parties concerned. T do not understand how any 
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one can take objection to this attitude and policy. If 
are asked to describe the Award as not being anti> 
.national, that would be patently false. Even apart from 
vlıat it gives to various groups, ils ıvhole basis and 
structure are anti-national and come in the way of the 
development of national unity. As yon know it gives 
an overvvhelming and wholly lindesendng ^veightage 
to the European elements in certain parts of India. If 
■vve thînk in terms of an independent India, we cannot 
possibly fit in this Award witlı it. It is true that under 
stress of circumstances we have sometimes to accept as 
a temporary measure some thing that is on the face of 
it anti-national. It is also true that in tlıe ınaltcrs gov- 
emed by the Commıınal Award we can only fınd a 
satisfaclory and abiding solulion by tlıe consent and 
good-will of the parties concemed. Tlıal is the Congress 
policy. 

3. The fıxing of the Muslims* share in tlıe State 
Services by statutory enactmcnt nccessarily involves ihc 
fıxing of the shares of olher groups and coınmıınitîcs 
similarly. Tlıis would nıean a rigid and conıparlnıcnlal 
State structure ıvhich will impede progrcss and develop¬ 
ment. At the same time it is gencrally adınîttcd that 
State appointments should I>e fairly and adef|ualely 
dîslrilıuted and no conımunity should have cause to 
complain. It is far bctter to do this by convcntîon and 
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.agreenıenl. Tlıe Coııgress is fully alive to llıis issııe 
and desires lo nıecl ihe ıvislıes of varioııs groups iıı the 
fııllesl measure so as lo give lo ali minorily communilies, 
.as slaled in No. 11 of tlıc Fourleen Poinis, “ an 
adeguate share in ali tlıc Services of ihe Slale and in 
local self-governing bodics having due regard lo the 
i'equirenîenls of efliciency.*’ The Slale loday is hecoming 
more and ınore lecimical and demands cxperl knowledge 
in ils varioııs deparimenis. Il is riglıt thal, if a com- 
munity is backıvard in ihis leclınical and expert kııosv- 
ledge, special efforis should be made lo give it this 
-education lo bring il ııp lo a higher level. 

I undersland tlıat at llıe Unity Conference held 
.at Allahabad in 1933 or Uıereabouls, a mutuaily satis- 
faclory solution of this question of State Services was 
arrived at. 

4. As regards prolection of culture tlıe Coııgress 
has deçlared its willingness to embody this in tlıe 
îundanıental laws of the constitution. It has also 
deçlared that it does not wish to interfere in any way 
•with the personal law of any commıınity. 

5. I am considerably surprised at the suggestions 
that the Congress should take in hand tlıe agitation in 
•connection with the Shahidgunj nıosque. Tlıat is a 
ınatter to be decîded either legally or by mutual agree- 
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ment. The Congress prefers in ali such raatlers the 
way of mutual agreement and its Services can always- 
be utilised for this purpose where there is no opening 
for them and a desire to this efFect on tlıe part of tlıe 
parties concemed. I am glad tliat the Premier of tlıe^ 
Punjab has suggesled that this is tlıe only satisfaclory 
way to a solu ti on of the problem. 

6 . The right to perform religîous ceremonies 
should certainly be guaranteed to ali communilies. Tlıe 
Congress resolution about this is quite clear. I know 
nothing about tlıe particular incident relating to a 
Punjab village ıvhich has been referred to. No douht 
raany instances can he gathered together from various 
parts of indi a where pelty înterferences take place ^vûdı 
Hindu, Müslim or Sikli ceremonies. Tlıese have to he 
tactfully dSalt 'vv’ith ıvherever tlıey arise. But the prîn- 
ciple is quite clear and should be agreed to. 

7. As regards cow-slaugIıter there has bcen a 
great deal or entirely false and unfounded propaganda 
against the Congress suggesting tliat the Congress 'vvas 
going to stop it forcibly by legîslation. Tlıe Congress 
does not wish to undertake any legîslativc aetion in this 
matter to restrict the establîshed rİghts of the Muslîms. 

8 . Tlıe qucslîon of terrîtorial dislrİbutîon ha« not 
arîsen in any ^vay. If any \vhen il arîses it mııet hc' 
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cleali Avillı on Üıe hasis of ınulual agreemeııt of ihe 
parlies concerned. 

9. Regarding ihe Bando Mataram song Üıe 
Working Comınillce issııed a long slalement in Oclober 
lası lo Avhiclı I \voiild invite your allenlion. First of 
ali. it has lo he remeınhered lliat no formal nalional 
anllıem has heen adopled hy ihe Congress al any time. 
It is trııe. hoıvever, ihat llıe Bande Mataram song has 
heen inlimalely associaled ıvillı Indian nationalism for 
more than ihirly years and numerous associalions of 
senliment and sacrifice lıave gathered round it. Popu¬ 
lar songs are not made lo order, nor can tlıey he success- 
fully imposed. Tlıey grow out of puhlic sentimenl. 
Dııring ali tiıese lliirty or more years Üıe Bande Mataram 
song was never considered as having any religious signi- 
ficance and was Irealed as a nalional song in praise of 
Iııdia. Nor, lo my knowledge, was any ohjection taken 
to it except 011 political groımds hy Üıe Government, 
^^len however some ohjections were raised, tlıe Work- 

t 

ing Committee carefully considered the matter and 
ultimately decided to recommend tliat certain stanzas, 
which contained certain allegorical references, might 
not be used'on nalional platforms or occasions, The 
two stanzas that have heen recommended hy the 
Working Committee for use as a natîonal song have not 
a word or a phrase. whîcht can ofFend anyhody ffom any 
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poınt of vıew and I am surprısed tbat any one can object 
to them. They may appeal to some more tban 
to otbeis. Some may prefer anotber naüonal song. 
But to compel large numbers of people to gıve up ^vbat 
tbey have long valued and grown attacbed to ıs to cause 
needless burt to tjıecı and ınjure tbe national movement 
ıtself, It wouId bo ımpropeı for a national organısa* 
tion to do tlııs. 

10. About Urdu and Hindi I have pre\ıously 
ıvrıtten to you and have also sent you my pamphlet on 
“ The questıon of language ” Hıe Congress lıas 
declared ın favouı of guarantees for languages and 
culture I ı\ant to encourage ali tlıe great pıoMMCial 
languages of indi a and al ihe same time to make 
Hındustanı, as ıvrıtten bolh ın nagrı and Urdu scrıpls 
tbe national language. BotJı scrıpts sbould be olficıally 
recognısed and tbe choıce sbould be left to tbe people 
concemed In fact tbıs polıcy ıs beıng pursued by tbe 
Congress Mmıstries. 

11 Tlıe Congress bas long been of opîmon tbat 
joint electorates are preferable to separate cîectoralcs 
from tbe point of \ leıs of national nııîtj and bamıouıous 
co operalion behveen tbe dılTcrcnt comnıunîtîes. Bul 
joınl electoralcs» ın order to !ıa\c rcal \alue, nıu=t not I)e 
împo«cd on ımuilUng groups. ITenec tlıe Congrc'»» is 
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.quile clear Üıal ihcir inlroduclion slıould depend on llıeir 
acceplance by Üıe people concerned. This is llıe policy 
.thal is being pursued by Üıe Congress Minisiries in regard 
to Local bodies. Recenlly in a bili dealing wilh local 
bodies inlroduced in thc Bombay Assembly, separale 
electorales nere mainlained bul an ojılion was given lo 
Üıe ııeople concerned lo adopl a joini eleclorale, if llıey so 
■chose. Tbis principle seems lo be in exacl accordance 
niüı No. 5 of Üıe Fourleen Poinis, n’liiclı lays down 
ibal “ Represenlalion of communal groups sball con- 
linue lo be by means of separale eleclorale as al jDiesenl, 
provided Üıal il sball be öpen lo any communily, al any 
time, lo abandon ils separale eleclorale in favour of 
joint eleclorale.” It sıırprises me Üıal Üıe Müslim 
League group in Üıe Bombay Assembly slıould have 
•opposed Üıe Bili with ils optional clause altbouglı Üıis 
•carried out Üıe very policy of Üıe Müslim League. 

May I also point out Üıal in Üıe resolution passed 
by Üıe Müslim League in 1929, at Üıe time it adopted 
the Fourteen Poinis, it was stated Üıal “ Üıe Mussalmans 
will not consent to joint electorates uııless Sind is 
actually constituted into a separate province and reforms 
ın fact are introduced in tbe N.W.F. Province and 
Balucbistan on tbe same footing as in oüıer provinces.” 
Since tlıen Sind has been separated and the N.W.F. 
Trövirice has been placed on a .level with other pro- 
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vınces. S o fai as Baluciııstan ıs conceıned tlıe Congıess 
ıs commıtted to a levellıng up of thıs arca ın the same 
way. 

12. The national trı-colouı flag ^vas adopled 
oııgınally ın 1929 hy the Congress af ter full and caıefui 
consultatıon wıth emmeni Müslim, Sikli and otheı 
leadeis. Obvıously a country and national movement 
must have a national flag lepresentıng the nation and 
ali commumtıes ın ıt. No communal flag can repıesent 
the nation. If ive dıd not possess a national flag noıv 
ive ıvould have to evolve one. The preseni National 
Flag had ıts colouıs ongınally selected ın order to 
repeıesent tlıe various commumtıes, hut ive dıd not lıke 
to lay stıess on tlııs communal aspecl of colours. 
Aitıstıcally I thnık the combmation of oıange, ıvlute 
and green has resulted ın a flag ıvhıch ıs prohahly the 
most heautıful of ali national flags. Foı tlıesc many 
jears om flag Iıas been used and ıt lıas spıead to tlıc 
remotest vıllage and bıought liope and couıage and a 
sense of ali Indıa unity to our masses It has hecn 
associated ıvith gıeat sacrifıces on tlıe pari of our pcoplc, 
including Hîndııs, Muslims and Sıkhs, and many haic 
sufTered latlıî bloıvs and imprisonment and cıcn dcath 
in defending ît from insult or injuıy*. TInıs a poıvcrful 
sentîment has groıvn up în its faıour. On înnumcrable 
occasions Maulana Mohamed Alî, Maulana Shaııkat 
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Ali and many leaders of the Müslim League today have 
associated tliemselves witlı this flag and emplıasised its- 
virtues and significance-as a symbol of Indian unity. It 
has spread outside the Congress ranks and heen gene- 
rally recognised as the flag of the nation. It is difiicult 
to understand how any one can reasonahly ohject to it- 
now. 

Communal flags cannot obviously take its place' 
for tlıat can only mean a hoşt of flags of various com- 
munities being used together and thus emphasising our 
disunity and separateness. Communal flags might be 
used for religious functions but they have no place at 
any national functions or över any public building 
ineant for various communities. 

May I add that during the past few months, on 
several occasions, the National Flag has been insulted 
by some members of volunteers of the Muslini League. 
This has pained us greatly but we have deliberately 
avoided anything in the nature of conflict in order not 
to add to comrnunal bitterness. We have also issued 
stıict orders- and they have been obeyed. that no inter- 
ference should take place ıvith tlıe Müslim League Flag, 
even though it might he inappropriately displa^’^ed. 

13. I do not understand Vvlıat is meant by our 
recognilîon of the Müslim League as tlıe one and only 



ment. Its responsibility u’aö solely of the Government and 
not of the people. İt was all an organised attempt to crush 
the people and crush tliem'so badly that they may not be able 
to raise their heads erect or even their voice, ho\vever feeble 
it may be, against the British administration in India. 

The fiux of ali the ordinances, the.-wide and.:ştrict appli- 
cation of the D. 1. Rules, the simultaneous execution of arrest* 
warrants against thousands of Congressmen which tverc 
prepared and signed much before the message öf the "yuit 
India" resolution by the A. I. C. Ç., at Bombay, and âbove alî, 
the elaborate poliçe and military -arrangements' to’ carry out 
all thîs, at a stroke like a svvift-shock of electricity or a feat of 
Magic*show could not be done without full and prevîous 
preparations. The Congress actually gave out nö‘ programme 
or plan of its intended movement. There were no öpen or 
secret instructions for carrying out the movement.- I’t \vas to 
be developcd and devised according to theneeds and circums- 
tânces and more correctly was to be revealed to Gandhiji at 
the proper time. But the Government \vas not dcpending -on 
futu re revelations nor was waiting for the futu re developmenî 
of the situatîon. Tlıey had a we]l-decided and carefully chalked 
out and workcd-out plan on vvhich ihey started tİıcir-attack on 
the Congress. 

^ Here, we quote beIow, from a speech of Mr. K. C. Neogy 
m Central Assembly, in September, 1942, demanding an 
enquiry into allcgations of *‘excesses commiited by the‘poliçe 
and the military:— ' 

"I have asked for a Committce of enquiryand I üııderstand 
that the Government are in no mood to çoncede thîs derhand. 

I must say that I was not qulte unprepâred’Tor this attitude 
because already we have communiques issued by the Govern* 
ments of the Central Prov’inces and of the United ’Provİnccs 
fırmly taking their stnnd on the point and stating 'that in thö 
casc of the Central Provinces Government they have no 
ıntention of holding • a judicial or any other enquiry into' the 
measures whîch have so far been taken to restore order and 
that any such measure wouId only'tend to affcct the morale 
ot the forces empîoyed to counter the disturbances; 1 have 
already given to the Ilouse an îdea of the technique whİch 
they adopt to counter thesc disturbances. The Central 
1 rovınces Government have göne onc belter. They have 
rcfusedjx;rmissiün to the Hlgh Court Bar Association to hoİd 
a non-ofiıcial cnquiry in regard to the poliçe excesscs which 
they Tvanted to hold. 

United Provinces Government, they say 
that TJıe morale of tîıe poliçe is high,"--of course, İt is high 
as you have already scen from the various İnstances to whİch 





I haye drawn attention of the ; House—the Inspectot ' General 
öf Poliçe has given them-the. watchword ‘Guard the people’. 
We lvnow ho\v they have been guarding the people, inciden- 
tally enriching themselves and.^burning down the property 
belonging to people. İn order to avoid any possibility of 
misunderstanding the United Provinces communique says that 
the United Provinces Government wishes to rnake it quite clear 
that no publiç enquiry, will be held into the incidents arising 
from the disturbanceş. 

; The only conciusion to which one can corne to from these; 
çommuniques is that the acts to \vhich 1 have drawn attention 
have been deliberately done, artd the same policy. has been 
pursued everywhere tvith the full kn 9 wledge and concurrence 
of these provincial. administrations, If anything, these decla- 
rations made by the t\vo Provincial Governments are a direct 
encouragement to the. poliçe and the military to continue 
these outrages, these actş of varidalism \vhich the poliçe and 
the military have been, perpetrating on innocent; people. If, 
anything, this is, likely. to aggravate the sitaation beyond- 
measure. İ have no desire at ali, to.say anything, or ask the 
Government to do anything, \vbich will in any way vveaken 
their hands in regard to;ahy legitimate, use of fprce \vhich 
may be*required for the purpose of meeting the situation» Put 
Tshould like to warn the Government that they , have already 
allovved the situation to get out of their hands, and it is high 
time that they sought tö.control their. unruly hordes which. 
were let loose on innoçent people,”. , . ,:j , . , 

İVv'e rhay'also quote below ian extract. fronı the speech of 
Mr. N. M.' Joshi in support of Mr. Neogy ’s motiön 


‘T cknnot absolve the Government of India' from their 
responşibility for the violerice that has takeh'.place ih, the 
cöUntry ön'âccounf of the wrong” policy which ’ they follovved, 
in arresting the leaders of the Congress. It has appeared 
from the speeches of the representatiyes . of Government that 
nothing has happened between the resolution passed by tne. 
Âll-lhdia Congress ' Commİttee . at' Bombay and the yiolehCe 
that has taken piace. The Governiueııt should have knbwn 
that the'arreSl of the. l'eaders of the "Congress had intervened' 
betweeriihe resolution of ihe^ All-India Congress Commİttee.; 
and the violence. I thought that the' Members of the .Goyern- 
ment of India ' are ^ honest. - They would themselves ^ admit 
that the arrest of the Congress leaders, atieast to some'extent,' 
İed fo the violent'protests by the people. ' 

;. The point tq be cpnsidered is tlİis, that,\ye \vant an inqûiry , 
into these; excesses.., .The; Govemnıent, of India themselves,. 
■vy.ili not, say that. there. wâs,no likelihood of excesses. .:The, : 
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Honourabîe Home Member said ’4n his 'speech tHe .other 
day that if there were any cases'of excesses *or İnjusticej they 
should be broüght to the notice of the Provincial Gövem- 
inents or of the raiUtary aulhorities who, in the opiniori of 
the Government of India, would do justice.. We''do not 
think that eilher the Provincial Government or the mİlitary 
authorities or cVen the Government of India wöuld do justice. 
The Provincial Govemments themselves ’ announced before- 
hand that there would be no public enquiry, and by maktng 
that announceraent they gave direct encourağement t0‘some 
of the excesses committed by the poliçe and the military. 

I wouId also say this, that the Government of Iridia by givîng 
fail freedom to provincial Governments 'and to local* authori¬ 
ties themselves encouraged the commission of some of the 
excesses which have been deseribed and which have'taken 
place in ali parts of the country on many occasions. ' - • 

1 feel, therefore, that the Government of India' should 
accept this challenge by the Assembly for the fmdirig ’out of 
the truth. If -the officers of the Government'of India had 
done nothing wrong. the committee will ’ declare them' not 
guilty ; but İf they have done wrong, the committee win' find 
them guilty. I do not kno\v whether the poliçe or military 
officers will be punished or not; but I a m af rai d that the 
highest authorities responsible for the commission of these 
excesses by the poliçe and military, namely the' Provincial 
Govemments of India now escape the cohsequences of even 
the decision of the Committees against them. ‘ ' 

The Government opposUion to any enquiry into the 
allegations of the military and poliçe excesses itsel f. is a 
positive and strong proot of the Government rcsponsibility 
lor the general repression in the country. , . 

Rai Bahadur Sri Narain Mehta in his speech on 23rd 
September, ın the Council of State said :— 

' İt is neither a students^ movement nor a Congress 
movemcni, nor even a Fifth Column attempt to sabotage 
jnuıa s \var effort. It is the desperate gesture of a nation 
before \vhom you have dangled the ofîer of polİtical freedoni, 
îL nation cxaspcrated beyond the limits of human patience, 

•I nation that has seen the anomaly of having to nrotect a 
freedom that İt does not enjoy”. 

Mr. Neogj-, in his speech of üıc 17th Sept. in the Central 
Asscınbly said :— 

“'Hıe recent disturbances are to be aseribed to many 
cornplex factors, ali of which are not directly political in 
character and in ignoring the seething discontent prevaling 
lor a long time in the country, ihc Government were unu'itting* ' 
ly htlpuıg to sel ılı e stage lor Ihc ’violcnt oulbürBÎ whicli \ve * 
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have witnessed. The general economic distress which is 
associated with British rule in India has been rapidly increas- 
ing of late. The people, a large proportion of whom normally 
in chronic State of semi-starvation, - are no w faced with a 
shortage of food dne to various causes some of which are 
connected with the War. Other commodities which are 
required to meet their frugal needs are getting scarcer, and 
the prices of ali articles are steadily soaring higher and higher. 
Medical help,. inadequate in the best of times, is already 
beyond the nıeans of the vast majority of the people. While 
the very physical existence of the people is thus threatened, 
the thoughtless and heartless actions of a callous bureâucracy, 
•vvhile carrying out measures of evacuation involving thousands 
of poor and ignOrant people, have not certainly helped to 
create a feeling of loyalty to the Government. Complaints 
on this score have been heard for months past.” 

“While the popular feeling has thus been deeply embitter* 
ed, the influx of İndian evacuees from ' Burma carrying 
tales of heartless treâtment and racial humiliation on an 
. unprecedented scale, has set the •vvhole country ringing with 
denunciaition of the present Government, 1 have just received 
a printed message from our Honourable colleague, Shaikh 
Rafiuddin Ahmed Siddique, of Chittagong, vvhose ill-health 
prevents his attendance here to-day, in the course of which he 
States that “the Government are doing absolutely nöthing for 
the indian evacuees \vho have no hearth and home, no food 
and no clothes. These poor people are^ wandering in. 
Chittagong with their children and wives just like nomad 
tribes and begging from door to door. Many of them are stili 
daily Corning to Chittagong on foot from Burma. Their 
pitiable plight, if you could be shown, must have moved you 
to pity and tears. The differential treâtment meted out to 
the indian evacuees and the apathy of the Government 
tovvards their cause are highly deplorable. 

“It is against this background of mass discontent and 
disaffection that the decision taken by the AlITndia Congress 
Committee in sheer desperation, and the untovvard repercus- 
sions that followed the arrest of Congress leaders, can be 
properly examined. • , 

“During those anxious days \vhen hooliganism was rampant 
in the Imperia’l City, fearful accounts trickIes through despite 
censorship, not merely with reference to the position iri 
Delhi but also in the provinces, and there could be no doubt 
in the mind of any impartial observer that the spiritual 
sUccessors of O’ D\vyer and Dyer, who rule the roost at 
New Delhi, had initiated a reign öf terror." 
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or notice issued by a secretary of a Müslim League. 
This contained a list of the so-called misdeeds of tlıe 
U.P, Government. I read this with amazement for tbere 
-ivas not an item of tıuth in most of the charges. I 
sııppose they were garnered fıom the Urdu press. 
Through the press and the platform such charges lıave 
been lepeated on numerous occasıons and communal 
passions ha\e thus been roused and bitlerness created. 
This has gıieved me and I have sought by ı\Tİling to 
you and to Nauab İsmail Khan to find a iv ay of check- 
ing this deploıable deterioration of our public life, as 
^vell as a suıer basıs for co-operation. That problem 
stili faces us and I hope we shall solve it. 

I have mentioned earlier in this Jetler the critical 
International sıtuation and the terrible sense of impcnd- 
ing catastrophe that hangs o\er the uorid. My mind 
is obsessed ıvıth this and I ^\ant India to realise it and 
be ready foı ali consequences, good or ili, that may 
Ilow from ıt. In this period of uorld crisis ali of us, 
to ^Nhate\er paıty or group we might belong and A\lıat- 
ever our differences might be, ha\e tlıe primary duty of 
holding together to protect our people from perİls that 
might encompass them. Our differences and argumcnts 
seem trivial 'i\hen the futurc of the \vorId and of India 
hangs in the balancc. It is in the hope that ali of tıs tUII 
succecd in huilding up this larger unity in our counir)* 
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llıal I have wrilten to you and otliers repeatedly and 
at lengtlı. 

There is one small matter I slıould like to mention, 
The report of any speech at Haripura, as given in your 
letter and the newspaper article, is not correct. 

We have been corresponding for sonıe time and 
many vague rumours float about as to "vvlıat we have 
been saying to each other. Anxious inquiıies come to 
me and I have no doul^t that similar inquires are 
addresed to you also. I think that we might take the 
pııblic into our confidence now for this is a public matter 
on ^vhich many are interested. I suggest therefore that 
our correspondence might be released to the press. I 
presume you'ıvill have no objection. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) Jawaharlal Nehru. 

From Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Nehru. 

Bombay, 

Dated, April 12, 1938. 

Dear Pandit Jawaharlal, 

I anı in receipt of your letter of the 6th April, 1938. 
I am extremely obliged to you for informing me that 
you propose to return to Allahabad and shall probably 
be there for the greater part of April and suggesting 


9 
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that, if İt would be convenîent for me to come theıe, 
we could meet, or, if it suits rae bitter to go to Lucknow, 
you will try to go there. I am afraid that it is not 
possible for me owing to my otlier engagements, but I 
shall be in Bombay about the end of April and if it 
is convenient to you, I shall be very glad to meet you. 

As to the lest of your letteı, it has been to me a 
most painful readmg. It seems to me that you cannot 
even accurately mterpret my letter, as you very honestly 
say that “ your mind is obsessed with tlıe International 
situation and the teırible sense of împending catastrophe 
that hangs över the world ”, so you are tliinking iti tenns 
■entırely divorced from realities whiclı face us in Indîa. 

I can only expıess my great legret at your tuming and 
twısting what I wrote to you and pulting cntireîy a 
wrong complexion upon the posilion I ha ve placed 
before you at your reguest. You ha ve form ula tcd 
ceıtain points in your letter ıvhich you falher upon me 
to begin with as my proposals. I sent you cxtracls 
from the press 'vvlıİch had recently appearcd simply 
becaııse I believed you 'ishen you repeatcdiy nsscrtcd 
and appealed to me that you ıvould be grateful if I 
'iNOUİd refer you to any recent statcnıents madc in the 
press or platform ıvhich 'vvould lıelp you in undcrstaııd* 
ing mattcrs. Tliose are somc of the matters 'vvhİth are 
undouhledly agitaling MusIİm India, Inıt the rpıc-'tion 
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Jıow to meet tlıem and to wlıat extent and by wlıat means 
and medıods, is tlıe business, as I have said before, of 
eveıy true nationalist to solve. Wlıetlıer constitutional 
changes are necessary, whetlıer we shonld do it by 
.agreement or conventions and so forth, are matters, 
I thought, were for discussion, but I am extremely 
sorry to find tliat you have in your letter already pro- 
nounced your judgment and given your decisions on 
a good many of tlıem with a preamble wbicb negatives 
any suggestion of discussion ıvhich may lead to a settle- 
ment, as you start by saying “ I \vas so much surprised 
to see this list as I have no idea tliat you \vanted tö 
discuss many of these matters with us ; some of these 
are wlıolly covered by previous decisions of the Con- 
gress, some others are bardly capable of discussion,” 
and then you proceed to your conciusions having 
formulated the points according to your own notioııs. 
Your tone and language again display the same arro- 
gance and militant spirit as if the Congress is the 
sovereign power and, as an indication, you extend your 
patronage by saying that “ obviously the Müslim League 
is an important communal organisation and we deal 
Avith it as such, as we have to deal witlı ali organisations 
and individuals that come within our ken. We do not 
determine the measure. of importance or distinction 
they possess ” and then you mention various other 
•organisations. Here I may add that in my opinion, as 
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I ha\e pubhcly stated so often, that unless tlıe Congress 
recognıses the Müslim League on a footıng of complele 
equalıty and ıs prepared as such to negotiate foı a 
Hindu Müslim settlement, \\e slıall have to ıvaıt and 
depend upon our ınherent strength inKicİi aviU “ deler- 
mme the measure of ımpoıtance or dıstınctıon ıt 
possesses ” Havıng legaıd to your mentaht) ıt ı^ 
leally dıfficult for me to make }ou understand tlıe 
posıtıon any fuıther Of cour«e, as I have said hefoıc, 
I do not propose to dıscııss the vaiıous matters, lefeııcd 
to by you, b) means of and tljiouglı correspondcncct 
a«, ın my opınıon, that ıs not the way to tackIe thıs 
matter 

Wıth regard to your reference lo cerlaın fal-sclıoods 
that have appeared about the Congress îrr tlıe Urdu 
pıess, ıvhıch, you sa>, have astounded you, and ^vıth 
legard to the cırculaı letter referred to about the nıis 
deeds of the U P Government, I can e\:press no opınıon 
nıthoııt ınvestıgatıon, bul I can give you nuınber of 
falsehoods tliat ln\e appeared ın the Congress prcs- 
and m statemenis of Congressmen vvıth regırd to tlıe 
Ali Indıa Müslim League, some of tlıe İcaders and tho-c 
v\!ıo are conneeted \\itli ıt Sımılarly I cin gı\c 
ın^lanccs of reports appcanng m the Congress prc«*s and 
‘speechcs of Congressmen vvhıch are daily delıbcrıtcU 
mısrepre^enlıng and vılıfjıng the i\îushm compo-ılmn 
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<of the Bengal, Sind, Punjab, and Assam Governments 
•with a view lo break those Governments, but tliat is 
not tlıe subject matter of our correspondence and be- 
•sides no useful purpose will be served in doing so. 

Wilb regard to your reguesl llıat our correspon- 
'dence sbould be released lo llıe press, I lıave no objec- 
tion provided tlıe correspondence İDelAveeıı me and 
Mr. Gandhi is also publisbed simultaneously, as we 
both bave referred to hini and his correspondence with 
me in ours. You will please iherefore oblain tbe 
permission of Mr. Gandhi to tliat effect or, if you wislı, 
T will write to bini, informing hini tliat you desire to 
Telease tlıe correspondence between us to the press and 
1 am ıvilling to agree to it provided he agrees that the 
•correspondence between him and myself is also released. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 

Fronı Mr. Nehru to Mr. Jinnah. 

Allahabad, 

Dated, April 16, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Your letter of April 12th has just reached me. 

I am exceedingly sorry that ahything that I lıave 
'•vvritten to you should have caused you pain. It seenis te 
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be true that we approach public problem İrom different 
standpoints and inevitably I try to place my view- 
poînt before you and seek to gain your apprecîation. 
of ît. To say anything that might pain you would defeat 
my own purpose, even apart from i Is impropriety. At 
tbe same time I orve it to you and to myself to endeavour 
to place franidy before you hoıv my mind ıvorks and 
\vhat my views are on the subject matter under discus- 
’ sion. Our viervpoints might diifer, but I do believe- 
tlıat the margin of difference can be lessened by a frank 
approach on either side. I have sought to make ihîs 
approach in ali sincerity and ıvitlı eveıy desire on my 
part not to say anything that might come in the way. 

In my last letter I dealt rvitlı the various points 
mentioned in the extracts you had sent me as I pre- 
sumed that, as you had dratvn my allentîon lo thenir 
they might to a large extent represent tdiat you had 
in mind. As you knoıv I have been trying to get at 
these points of difference and tvhen I saw somcthing 
concrete I wanted to give my reactîon to it. I tried to- 
State rvhat the Congress opinîon has been in regard to 
them. There is no fİnality in day to day poHtics, 
although certain prîncîples are supposed lo gövem 
polîcies. It is for dıc Congress, îf il so chooscs, to 
■^'aıy any policy. Ali I can do is to State vhat the pasC 
<and preseni polİcj' is. 
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I regret tliat yoıı tliink tlıal I Avrile in an arrogant 
and mililant spiril and as if I considered tlıe Congress 
as tlıe sovereign power. I anı painfully conscious of 
tlıe fact tliat tlıe Congress is not a sovereign power and 
dıat it is circunıscribed in a Imndred ways and furtlıer 
tliat it nıay lıave to go througlı tlıe ıvilderness ıııany a 
time again before il achieves its objective. You lıave 
referred to my obsession willı tlıe internalional sitıiation 
and the sense of inıpending catastroplıe tliat possesses 
me. If I feel tliat way, as I do, I can liardly grow 
complacent or imagine tliat tlıe Congress is sovereign. 
But ıvlıen I discuss Congres policies, as a Congressman 
I can only repeat ıvliat tlıese are and not bring in my 
own particular view on tlıe subject, if tlıese liappen to 
be at variance witlı Congress resolutions. 

You point out to me that tlıe Congress press has 
contained numerous falselıoods in regard to the Müs¬ 
lim Lcague and some of its leaders, as well as tlıe 
provincial govemments of Bengal, Punjab, Sind and 
Assam. I entirely agree with you that falsehoods, 
misrepresentations and insmuations are to be deprecated 
and countered wherever they might occur, in the Urdu, 
Hindi or English press, or •vvhatever the political 
complexion of the newspaper. There is no such thing 
as the Congress press över 'vvhich the Congress has 
control, but it is true that many newspapers generally 
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he true that we approach public problem from difFerent 
standpoinls and înevitably I try to place my vîe^v- 
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of it, To say anytbing that might pain you would defeat 
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approach in ali sincerîty and with every desîre on my 
part not to say anytbing that might come in the ıvay. 

In my last letter I deali with the varîous poînts 
mentioned in the extracts you had sent me as I pre- 
sumed that, as you had dra^vn my attenlîon to them, 
they might to a large extent rcpresent whal you had” 
in mind. As you know I have been trying to get at 
these points of difFerence and when I saw somelhıng 
concrete I wanted to give my reaction to it I İried to* 
State what the Congress opİnion has been in regard tt> 
tbem. There is no finality in day to day politîcs, 
although ccrlaîn principles are supposed to gövem 
policîes. It is for the Congress, if ît so chooses, lo 
vary any polıcj”. Ali I can do is to State tvhat the pasC 
/ınd present polîcy is. 
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I regret tliat you tlıiıık tlıat I ıvrite in an arrogant 
and militant spiril and as if I considered tlıe Congress 
as tlıe sovereign power. I am painfully conscious of 
tlıe fact that the Congress is not a sovereign power and 
tlıat it is circumscribed in a liundred ways and further 

tlıat it may lıave to go ihrouglı tlıe wilderness many a 

^ * 

time again nefore it aclıieves its objective. You have 
referred to my obsession witlı tlıe international situation 
and tbe sense of inıpending catastrophe that possesses 
ine. If I feel tlıat way, as I do, I can liardly grow 
complacent or imagine that the Congress is sovereign. 
But ^hen I discuss Congres policies, as a Congressman 
I can only repeat wlıat these are and not bring in my 
own particular view on tlıe subject, if these happen to 
be at variance with Congress resolutions. 

You point out to me that the Congress press has 
contained numerous falsehoods in regard to the Müs¬ 
lim Lcague and some of its leaders, as well as the 
provincial govemments of Bengal, Punjab, Sind and 
Assam. I entirely agree with you that falsehoods, 
misrepresentations and insinuations are to be deprecated 
and countered wherever they might occur, in the Urdu, 
Hindi or English press, or whatever the political 
complexion of the newspaper. There is no such thing 
as the Congress press över which the Congress has 
control, but it is true that many newspapers generally 
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suppoıt îhe Congress, But ^vhether we can ınfluence 
ihem or not, we certaınly want lo stop ali such fal&e 
and mısleadıng statements and to express ouı djs- 
approval of them. In thıs matteı I can only heg to you 
to pomt out specıfic ınslances so ihat nııglıt take 
necessaiy actıon. 

I notc that yoU say aboul ihe pubhcatıon of onı 
coırespontîence I ha ve not got wıtlz me copıes of you ı 
coırespondence '\vith Mahatnıa Gandhı. I am tlıoıefoıe 
wııtıng to hım to seek his permıssıon as suggested lıy 
you. 


I am afraıd ıt wıll haıdlv be possıble for nıe to 
vısıt Bombay ın Apnl or May. Early m June 1 nitemi 
saılıng for Europe. In case I go to Bombay eaılıeı 
I shall ınform you so that we mıght lıave the oppoı- 
tunıty of meetıng. I understand that you wıll be mectmg 
Mahatnıa Gandhı in tlıe near future. 


Yours sincerel), 
(5^/.) jARAiunrAL Nehru. 

Press statement i«;ijued 1>> Mr. M A. Jınnah, 
Presîdent of the AIMndia Muslini Lcague Adinle relcas- 
îng the correspondence betu ecn hım and I’nnıbl 
JaAvaharlal Nebnı. 
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Mounl Pleaî^nnl Ivoacl, 

Malaliar lîill. PonıPay. 

Jamıarv 7, 19'I(). 

♦ ^ 


I ıcprci lo fııul tİıal Paıulil Javvaharlal N<'iırıı, 
.(luriu^r bi?: racon! tnıır in thc Punjab and olscnvlıere. bas 
iboufiİıt fit !n atlack nıo in a ınannor nn\vor(by (»f any 
rcsj)onsiblo loa<lcr. Ib; a<’cusos ni(' of ladn.îr l>onl upon 
!bc prc^crvation of Pritisb dorninalion ovoı- India \vliicb 
I can oıdv cbarac.tcrisc; as no! onlv un\vaiTanlcd. l)nl 
ınean. d'be reasons for lıis n'fnsijip lo conlinııc lıis 
lalk*^ ^\■itb ınc. as civen bv liim. far froın correcl. arc 

• a) 

misicading and unfnir. 


I \vould no! furliicr connncni npon lıis recUcss 
and irresponsiblc pronounccments. bul I slıall resi 
conlent wilb rcleasing tbe eorrespondcnce behvccn us 
•on Üıe sulıjccl. Tbis Avili sho\v ibe Irııe reasons for lıis 
refusing to proccecl fnrtbcr in llıc nıallcr. and I leave 
il lo ibe publie lo judge llıe impossible allilude llıal is 
being laken up by bim and llıc Congress. 


From Pandil Jawabarlal Nelırıı lo Mr. M. A. 
Jinnab. 

Anand Blıawan, 
Allaliabad, December 1, 1939. 

IVIy dear Jinnab, 

"^^Hıen we met last in Dellıi, il ıvas agreed tlıal we 
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slıould meet ağam to dıscuss vanous aspects of the 
communal problem You told me that on your relunt 
to Bombay you ıvould ^ı^rıte to me suggestıng some date 
for sucb a meetıng I have been lookmg fonvard to- 
your letter since then I hope that uhenever ıt ıs 
convenıent for you to iîx date you t\ıll kmdiy lel me- 
know 

Sır Stafford Cnpps ıs comıng to Indıa soon anJ 
ıs lıkely to spend two or three weeks ın tbıs country 
He IS on hıs way to Chına I do not >et exactly knoıv 
wben be ■\vıU reacb bere, bul probably be '\vill come ın 
about a week’s time Durıng his brıef stay ın Indıa be 
%\ouId İlke to meet jou ıf that ıs possıble I do not 
know his piogramme at ali, nor do I know what cıtıes 
lıe ıntends vısıtıng But I take ıt that he ı\ıll go to 
Bombay Could >ou kındly let me kno^\ ıf >ou arc 
lıkely to be ın Bombay about the thırd ıveek of tlııs 
month or later ^ Tlııs Information mıght help hım to 
aırange his programme He ıs comıng bj aır and uıll 
land ın Allababnd 


Yours sınccrel}, 
[Sd) Ja'^naiiarlal Nehru. 
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From Mr. M. A. Jinnalı to Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nelıru. > 

Mount Pleasant Road,. 
Malabar Hili, 
Bombay, 

4th December 1939.. 

My dear Jawalıar, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the İst December,. 
and thank you for it. As at present advised I hope to- 
be in Bombay for the next two or three weeks, and if 
it is conven\ent to you I slıall be very glad to see you 
and fix up any date that may süit you. Please, therefore,. 
let me know what date and time will süit you. 

As regards Sir Stafford Cripps, I received a letter 
from him, and I ha ve already replied to bim c/o your 
address as directed by him, and as I have already stated 
I shall be here in Bombay and as he is arriving at. 
Allahabad on the 8th, as I understand from his letter, 
I shall be very glad to see him when he is in Bombay. 
On hearing from him I shall fix up also the date and' 
time that may süit him. 


X. 


Yours sincerely, . 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH.- 
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Fi om Pandıt Jawaharlal Nehm to Mı M A 
Jınnah v 

Aııaııd BIıa>v>an, 
Allahabad, Decembeı 9, 1939 

My Deaı Jınnah, 

Two days ago I sent you a letteı ınfoımıng you 
that I ıntended gomg to Bombay sooıı and hoped to 
meet you tbeıe Yesteıday mornmg, I lead m dıe ne^Vi 5 
papers youı statement fixıng Decembeı 22nd as a day 
of delıveıance and thanksgıvmg as a maik of lelıef tin t 
the Congress Governments have at last ceased to func- 
tıon I have lead tlııs statement very caıefull) moıe 
than önce and have gıven twenty fouı houıs thought to 
the matter It ıs not for me, ın tlııs letler, to enler ııılo 
uny controversy about facts or ımpıessıons or con 
clusions You knoıv my vıews about thesc, formed, I 
hope, m ali eaınesiness and wılh ali desıre to fınd the 
trutlı It may be that I am mıslaken, but I ln\e sought 
more lıght and that lıght has not come 

But -uhat İn s oppressed m e terrıbly since yesterday 
ıs the realısatıon that our sense of \'iUıes and objcctıves 
m life and polılıcs dılîers so \ery greally I had hoped, 
afleı 0111 comersations, that thıs nas not <^0 great, but 
non the gulf appears to be nıder llnn evci. Undcr 
these cııaınislances, I nönder nlıal pıırpo‘;e nıll he 
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served by oıır discussing \villi each ollıer ihe problems- 
tbal coııfronl us. Tlıere musl be soıue common ground 
for discussiojı. soıue coıumoıı objeclive aimed al, for 
llıal discussion lo yield fruil. I tlıiıık. I owe it to you 
as \\*ell as lo myself lo pul ibis diflıculty before you. 

You Avere good enough to sbow me in Delhi a letter 
you had received from Bijnor. I enquired into the 
malter and am inforıned llıal ihe version of facls given 
lo you is not correct and is wholly misleading. If you 
^voııld çare lo have an explanalion of whal happened, 
I could oblain il for you from Bijnor. For this purpose, 
I u'ould like lo have a copy of ihe leller you sho^ved me 
in Delhi. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) Jawaharlal Nehru. 


From Mr. M. A. 
Nehru. 


Jinnah to Pandit Jhwaharlal 

Mount Pleasant Road,. 
Malabar Hili, 
Bombay, 

13th December 1939.. 


Dear Jawaharlal, 


I anı in receipt of your letter of the 19th Decembeiv 
I did not know -vvhere to address my reply to yon 
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as your movements were reported m ihe press to be 
uncertaın. The lalest announcement ıs that ^ou aıe 
arrıvıng ın Bombay on the 14th of December and I am 
tlierefore sendıng thıs lelteı to your Bombay addıess 
I quıte agree wıth you that “ iheıe must be some com- 
mon groıınd for dıscussıon, some common objectıve 
aımed at for that dıscussıon to yıeld fruıt ” , that ıs 
tlıe very reason why I made ıt clear m our conversations 
at Delhi m October la=t to Mr. Gandhı and yoursıelf. 
First, that so long as the Congress ıs not prepared to 
treat the Müslim League as the authoııtatıve and le- 
pıesentatıve organısation of the Mussalmans of Indıa, 
İl was not possıble to carry on talks regardmg the Hindu* 
Müslim settlement as that was the hasis laıd doım by 
the ıvoıkmg commıttee of the AII Indıa Mü-^Iım League, 
and second, that ı\e cannot endoıse tlıe Congre«s d em and 
for the declaratıon as laıd doı\n m the resolulıon of 
the Workmg Commıttee confirmed by tlıe Ali nldıa 
Congress Commıttee of lOth October 1939, apait from 
the nebulous and ımpractıcable characteı of ıt, tıll m e 
reach an agreement ıvıth regard to tlıe mmorıty problem. 
Tlıe Müslim League ^\as also not sıtıfied nıth the 
declaratıon made by the Vıceroy. If happılj ı\e could 
«ettie tlıe Hindu Müslim questıon, then ive ıvould be m 
a posıtion to e\oUe an agreed formula for a dcraand of 
declaratıon b> His Majesiy's Government tliat vvould 
satısfj us , neıther tlıe fırst ııor tlıe second suggc^tıon of 
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mine aoceptahle in Mr. Gaıullıi or lo ynıırself at 
Delhi. l)u! yon \vcre îiood enouiih U> <îxj)re<.«' yoıır Kİj^h 
ihal yon Avouîd likc lo meel ine ajzain and I said thal I 
\voiild lıe ahvays nlad lo î^ee you. In rejıly lo yoıır lettcr 
of ihe 1«1 Deıeınlıer CNpressinf: yoıır nish lo ■'ce ine İn 
Boınhav. 1 inforıned voıı ihat I slıall he. in Boınhav 
tili thc 3rd \veek of Deecmher and I shall he }i!ad lo 
<cc YOU. and I can onlv .-îav ihal if voıı dcsire lo di<cn.'^s 
llıc ınaltcr fniilıcr I anı al yoıır di>po::al. 


A.S repard> yoıır rcfcrence lo the Bijnor incidcnt 
I anı sure llıal you \vill agrce \vitli ınc ihal il recjuircs 
a ihorouglı judicial cxaminalion and cıırpıiry hcforc 
anv eonciıısion can he arrivod at. and il is lıardly worllı 
oıır ıvlıilc lo deal ıvitlı onc inslancc, for in ıny judgmcnt 
thc ıvlıole \vorking of ihe con.slilution and our chargcs 
againsi llıc Congrcss Govcrnmcni ınusl lıc ihoroııghly 
examined by a Royal Coınnıission. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 


Pandit Jaıvaharlal Nebin, c/o Mr. Halbi Singh, 
Sakina Mansion, 

Carmicbael Road, 

BOMBAY. 
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From Pandıt Jawaharlal Nehru to Mr. M A. 
Jınnah. 

Sakına Mansion, 
Carmıchael Road, 
Bomba\. 

Decemfaer 14, 1939 

Mv dear Jınnah, 

Thank yon for your letler of tlıe 13tlı December 
whıch was delıvered to me ın the forenoon toda) on 
my arnval here I sent yon my last lelter from Allaha* 
had after readıng and gıvıng full thought to >our State 
ment about the celebratıon of ‘‘a day of deluerance 
and ihanksgıvıng ” by the Muslıms TIııs statement lıad 
dıstıessed me greatlj as ıt made me reali'^e that the 
gıılf that sepaıated us ın oıır approadı to pııblıc 
problems nas very greal In vıew of tlns fundamentıl 
dıllerence, I ıvondered wlıat common ground llierc 
for dıscussıon and I put m> dılliculty before >ou Tini 
dıfiîculty remaıns 

In jouı lelter yon have emphasızed tno otlıer 
prelımınary condıtıons before any common ground for 
dıscussıon can arise Tlıe fırst ıs that tlıe Congre-s 
nıust lıeat the Müslim League as the aullıorıtalı\c and 
represenlatn e organısatıon of the Mussalnıans of Indıa. 
The Congre^s has ah>a>s consıdcrcd the League as a >ci) 
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imporlaııt and inflııenlial organisalion of Üıe Muslims 
and it is because of tlıis that we lıave been eager lo 
selde any differences lliat ma)’’ exist behveen us. But 
presumably wbat you suggest is somelbing nıore and 
involves soıne kind of repudialion by us or dissociation 
from ollıer Muslims Avho are not in ihe League, wlıo 
have been and are our closest colleagues. There are, 
as you kno’vv, a large number of Muslims in ihe Congress, 
■\sdio have been and are our closest colleagues. There are 
Müslim organisations like tlıe Jamial-ul-Ulema, tlıe 
All-India Slıia Conference, tlıe Majlis-e-Ahrar, Üıe All- 
India Moniin Conference, ete., apart from trade unions 
and peasant unions wlıiclı have many Muslims as tlıeir 
members. As a general rule, many of tlıese organisa¬ 
tions and individuals have adopted Üıe same political 
platform as we have done in the Congress. We cannot 
possibly dissociate ourselves from tlıem or disown tlıem 
in any ıvay. 

You İlâve rightly pointed out on many occasions 
that Üıe Congress does not represent every body in India. 
Of course not. It does not represent tliose ■wlıo disagree 
with it, ’vvhether they are Muslims or Hindus. In the 
ultirriate analysis it represents its members and 
sympathisers. So also the Müslim League, as any other 
organisalion, represents its own members and sympa- 

t 

thisers. But there is this vital dilFerence that ’vvhile 
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ihe Congress constitulionally has its membershıp öpen 
to ali who subscribe to its objective and methods, the 
Müslim League is only öpen to' Muslims. Tlıus the 
Congress constitulionally has a national hasis and it 
cannot give that up without putting an end to its exis* 
tence. There are many Hindus, as yon know, in tlıe 
Hindu Mahasabha who oppose the idea of The Congress 
represnting the Hindus as such. Then there are tlıe 
Sikhs and others who daim that they should he heard 
when communal matters are considered. 

I am afraid therefore that if your desire is that 
we should consider the League as the sole organisation 
representing the Muslims to the exclusion of ali others, 
we are wholly unable to a ecede to it. Il would he 
equally at variance with facts if we made a similar 
daim for the Congress, in spite of the vastness of the 
Congress organisation. But I wouId venlure to say tliat 
such questions do not arise ufıen two organisation s deal 
ıvith each other and consider problems of mutual 
interest. 

Your second point is that the Müslim League 
cannot endorse the Congress demand for a declaration 
from the Brilîsh Government, I regret to leanı tlıis for 
tlıis means that, apart from communal qucstions, u'c 
differ enlîrely on purely political grounds. Tlıe Con¬ 
gress demand is essentially for a declaration of u'ar aîms 



■WITH MR. JINNAH 


147 


and more especially for a declaration of Indian inde- 
pendence and tlıe riglıt of tlıe Indian people lo franıe 
their own constitution Avithoul external inler fer ence. If 
llıe Müslim League does not agree lo tlıis, llıis means 
tliat our political objectives are wholly dissimilar. The 
Congress demand is not new. It is inherent in article 
one of tlıe Congress and ali our policy for many years 
past has been based on it. It is inconceivable to me 
hoîo tlıe Congress can give it up or even vary ît. Per~ 
sonally I ıvould be entirely opposed to any attempt at 
variation. But tlıis is not a personal matter. Tliere is 
a resolution of the All-India Congress Committee, en- 
dorsed by a thousand meetings ali över India, and / am 
potuerless to ignore it. 

It thus seems that politically "vve lıave no common 
ground and that our objectives are different. That in 
itself makes discussion difficult and fruitless. What led 
me to write my last letter to you also remains the 
propspect of a celebration of a day of deliverance by 
the Muslims as suggested by you. That raises very vital 
and far-reaching issues, in which I need not go now, 
but which must influence ali of us. That approach to 
the communal problem cannot be reconciled with an 
' attempt to solve it. 

I feel therefore that it will serve litde purpose for 
us to meet at this stage and under these conditions with 
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thıs background I should like to assure you lıowever 
that we are always pıepared to have free and frank 
dıscussıons of tlıe communal or other problems as 
betvveen the Congress and the League 

I note what you say about the Bıjnor ıncıdent It 
has been our mısförtüne that charges are ma d e ın a 
one sıded way and they are never ınguıred ınto oı dıs 
posed of You wıU apprecıate that ıt ıs veıy easy to 
make complaınts and very unsafe to lely upon them 
wıthout due ınquıry. 

Youıs smcerelj, 
{ Sd ) Jawaharl\l Neiiru 

M A Jınnah Esq, 

Moıınt Pleasant Road, 

Malabar HıII, 

BOMBAY 

Letter from Mr M A Jınmh to Pandıt Jaıvahar- 
lal Nehrıı 

Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll, 
December 15, 1939 
Bomba), 

Dear Jaıvaharlal, 

I am ın rcccıpt of ) 0 ur letter of the 14th December 
1939 and I am sorr) to say tbat you ba\c not appre 
ciated nıy posıtion avıth regard to tbc secoııd pomt I 
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did not say that Muslini League cannot endorse the 
Congress deınand for a declaration from Britislı Gov¬ 
ernment. ^^^lat I have said ^vas tlıat we cannot endorse 

the Congress deınand for the declaration as laid doıvn 

% 

in the resolution of the working committee and confirmed 
by the All-India Congress Committee of the lOth Octo- 
ber 1939 for the reasons I have already specifıed in 
my letier. 

If tlıis resolution of the Congress cannot be modi- 
fied in any way and as you say tlıat personally you 
would be entirely opposed to any attempt at variation 
of it and as you make it clear that you are wholIy un- 
able to treat 'svith the Müslim League as the authoritative 
and representative organisation of the Mussalmans of 
India, may I know in tlıese circumstances what do you 
expect or wish me to do. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 

Letter from Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah. 

Bombay, December 16, 1939. 

My Dear Jinnah, 

Thank you for your letter of December 15th. 

I realise the difference you have pointed out. Of 
course the Müslim League cannot oppose the idea of 
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any declaration. What the Congress had asked for 
vvas an enunciation of war aims and a recognition of 
India’s independence and the right of her people to 
frame their constitution, a right tliat must necessarily 
be inherent in independence. Ali these are basic prin- 
ciples which flow from our objective of independence, 
and as the Müslim League has tlıe same declared ohjec- 
tive, there should he no difference of opînion about 
them. In the applicatîon of these principles many im* 
portant matters will no doubt have t(j he considered. 
But so far as the basic demands are concerned, they are 
of the very essence of Indian nationalism. To gİve 
them up or to vary them materially is to knock domı 
our case for independence. 

In regard to the war also the Congress has 
repeatedly declared its policy during the last deven 
years. The present declaration is a logical outconıe of 
that policy. I have personally lıad some slıare in 
^slıaping this policy and I have attaclıcd importancc 
to il. You n’iH appreciate that it is exceedingly 
diihcull, apart from tlıe question of desirabİlit)', to 
vary suciı long-established and fundamenlal policîcs. 
These poîicîes are polîlîcal în iheİr essence and, I wotdd 
venVure to say, are tlıe only polİcİes vlıiclı flow from a 
demand for Indian freedom. Delails may he consider.cd 
and dîscussed, their applicatîon should he n'orked out 
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in mutual co-operation and, in particular, the interests 
of various groups and minorities should be considered 
carefully and protected. But to challenge the very hasis 
of that declaration is to demonstrate that there is a great 
difference in political outlook and policies. This, as 
such, has nothing to do with the Hindu-Muslim problem. 
It is because of this that I feel that there is littie in 
common in our political objectives. 

May I say again that no one on our behalf, so 
far as I know, challenges or minimises the authority, 
influence and importance of the Müslim League. It is 
for this reason that we have been eager to discuss 
matters with it and to arrive at a satisfactory solution 
of the problems that confront us. Unfortunately we never 
seem to reach even the proper discussion of these prob¬ 
lems as various hurdles and obstructiohs, in the shape 
of conditions precedent, come in our way. These con- 
ditions precedent, as I have ventured to point out to 
you, have far-reaching significance. I do not know 
why they should be allowed to obstruct ali progress or 
prevent us from considering these problems. It should 
not be difficult to remove these hurdles and come to 
grips with the subject itself. But as these hurdles 
continue and odıers are added to them, I am compelled 
to think that tlıe real difficulty is the difference in 
political Outlook and objectives. 



152 


LEADERS’ CORRESPONDENCE 


At the present moment, the decision to have an 
all India demonstration on December 22nd has added 
a psychologîcal barrier which effectively prevents 
mutual approach and discussion. I regret this exceed- 
ingly and have earnestly wished tliat you n’ould see 
your way to remove this barrier which is leading and 
can only lead to I stili hope that you m ay 

be able to do so. 

I do wish to assure you that for my pari I do not 
want to leave any stone unturned which can lead to 
mutual understanding and settlement. But you will 
not have me, as I do not ıvant to have you, leave integrity 
of mind and purpose in pursuit of anything. Nolhing 
wort}ıwhiIe can be gained that way. I have deep 
political convictions and I have laboured in accordance 
wilh them these many years. I cannot leave ihem at 
any time, much less now wlıen the \vorld is in the 
throes of a terrific eri si s, 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd) Ja\yaiiarlal Neiiuu. 

M. A. Jinnah Esq., 

Mount Vleasanl Road, 

Malabar Hili, 

Bombay. 
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CoiTespondence between Mr. Sublıas Chandra 
Bose, tlıe tlıen President of the Congress and Mr. M. A. 
Jimıab, Üıe President of the All-India Müslim League. 

Cop}'’ of tlıe note handed över by Mr. Bose to 
Mr. Jimıab. 

1938 

In tlıe course of tlıe talks betıveen tlıe Congress 
President and Mr. M. A. Jimıab, President of tlıe Ali 
Iııdia Muslini League, Mr. Jinnalı suggested tliat any 
agreement that nıiglıt be arrived at slıould be based on 
a clear understanding of tlıe position of tlıe Congress 
and that of the Müslim League. He proposed that the 
conversation should proceed on the following hasis :— 

“ The All-India Müslim League as tlıe autlıoritative 
and the representative organisation of the Iııdian Mus- 
lims, and the Congress as the authoritative organisation 
of the solid body of Hindu opinion, have liereby agreed 
to the following terms hy way of a pact betıveen the two 
majör communities and as a settlement of the Hindu- 
Muslim guestion.” 

After further consideration a somewhat dilferent 

wording was suggested by hini as follows :— 

* 

“ The Congress and the Ali Iııdia Müslim League 
as the authoritative and representative organisation of 
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tlıe Mussalmans of Indıa have heıeby agıeed to the 
foIlowıng terms of a Hındu-Mııslım settlement by ^vay 
of a pact ” 

The second statement, though sborleı, apparently 
embodıes the same ıdea whıch ıs gıven ın the first, that 
ıs, that the Congress should represent the Hmdus and 
the Müslim League the Mussalmans. 

The Congress cannot possıbly consıder ıtself or 
funciion as ıf ıt represented one communıty only, even 
though tliat mıght he the majonty communıty ın Indıa. 
Its doors must ınevıtably be öpen to ali communıtıes 
and ıt must welcome ali Indıans who agree wılh ıts 
geneıal polıcy and methods It cannot accept the posı- 
tıon of representıng one communıty and thus ıtself 
becomıng a communal organısation At the same time 
the Congress ıs perfectly wıllıng to confer and co operate 
ıvıth other organısations ıvhıch repıesent mmorıty 
ınterests 

« 

It ıs obvıous that the Mussalmans of Indn, though 
a mmorıty ın the ı^hole country, foım a very consıder- 
able part of the popuîatıon and theır 4vıshes and dcbtces 
must be consıdcred ın any scheme afleclıng Indıa It 
ıs also tnıe that the AU Indıa Müslim League is an 
orgamsation rcpre«enlıng a largc bod> of Müslim 
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opinioıı wlıiclı must carry weiglıt. It is for Üıis reasoiı 
tlıat tlıe Congress Iıas endeavoured lo linderstand the 
view-point of tlıe League and to come to an mıdersland- 
ing ıvitlı it. The Congress, lıowever, would he hound 
to consult other existing Muslini organisations which 
have co-operated witlı tlıe Congress in tlıe past. Further 
in tlıe event of other group or minority interests being 
involved it ıvill he necessary to consult representatives 
of such interests. 


Letter from Mr. Bose to Mr. Jinnah. 

Bombay, May 15, 1938. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Last night I gave you a note explaining our posi- 
tion. You asked me what constructive proposals we 
had to make. I think the note is self-explanatory. 
Having made known the Congress reaction to your 
suggestion, according to us, it remains now to proceed 
to the next stage namely appointment of respective 
committees which will jointly settie the terms of 

understanding. 

\ 

» 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd,) SuBHAs C. Bose. 
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Letter from Mr, Jinnah to Mr. Bose. 

Bombay, 16th May, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Bose, 

I acknowledge the receipt of a note you handed 
över to me on behalf of the Congress on the 14th, and 
also I beg to acknowIedge the receipt of your letter ' 
dated 15th of May, 1938, The matter will be placed 
before the Executive Council and the Working Com- 
mittee of the AIMndia Müslim League at a meeting to be 
called in the first -iveBk of June, and I ^vill communicate 
to you the decision as soon as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JiNNAir. 

Letter from Mr. M. A. Jinnah to Mr. Bose, 

Bombay, 5th June, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Bose, 

I am enclosing herewith unanimous opİnion of the 
Executive Council of the Ali Indîa Müslim League as 
promised by me in my letter dated tlıe 16lh of May ^vith 
reference to tJıe note given to me by yon on behalf of 
the Congress and your letter of tlıe 15th of May 1938. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) M. A. Jinnah. 
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Resolution No. 1— 

The Executive Council of the Ali India Müslim 
League has considered the note handed över hy the 
President Mr. S. Bose on hehalf of the Congress to 
Mr. Jinnah the President of the All-India Muslini League 
on the 14th May and his letter of tlıe 15th May 1938 and 
find that it is not possible for the All-India Müslim 
League to treat or negotiate with the Congress the 
question of Hindu-Muslim settlement except on the hasis 
that tlıe Muslini League is the authoritative and represen- 
tative organisation of the Mussalmans of India. 

Resolution No. 2 — 

The Council have also considered the letter -of Mr. 
Gandhi dated the 22nd May 1938 and are of opinion 
that it is not desirable to incinde any Müslim in the 
personnel of the proposed Committee that, may he 
appointed by the Congress. 

Resolution No. 3— 

The Executive Council wish to make it clear that 
it is Üıe declared policy of the Ali India Müslim League 
that ali other minorities should have their rights and 
interest safe-guarded so as to create a sense of security 
amongst them and win their confidence and the Ali 
India Müslim League will consult the representatives of 
such minorities and any other interest as may be 
involved, when necessary. 
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Letter İr om Subhas Chandra Bos e to Mr M A 
Jınnah 

Wardha, 25th July, 1938 

Dear Mr Jınnah, 

The Workıng Commıttee has gıven all the altention 
ıt was possıble lor ıt to give to the resolutions of the 
Müslim League you were good enough to enclose ıvıtlı 
your letter of the 5th June 1938 Tlıe first resolunon 
of the League Councıl deiines the status of the League 
If ıt means that, before we proceed to set up a machıner) 
for consıderıng the teırns of settlement of the communal 
questıon, the Congress should recognıse the status as 
defined ın that resolulion, there ıs an obvıoııs dıfTıcull) 
Though the resolution does not use the adjectıve ‘ only 
the language of the resolution means tlıal the adjectue 
ıs linderstood Alıeady the Workıng Commıttee has 
receıved ıvamıngs agaınst recognısmg the exclusı\e 
status of the League There are Müslim organısations 
\vhich have heen functıonıng ındependently of the 
Müslim League Some of them aıe staunciı supportcr*^ 
of the Congress Moreover, tliere are ındiMdual 
Muslıms \vho are Congres<;man, some of asliom exercı«ıc 
no ınconsıderable ınfluence ın ibc counlr> Tben ihcrc 
ıs the Frontıer Province ıvhıch ıs oıenvlıcInımgU 
Müslim and İneli ıs «^olıdl) tMih the Congres*! You 
\\ıU «ee that ın the face of the^c knoı^n facts ıt ıs not 
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oııly inıpossible. bul inıproper for ibe Congress lo make 
tlıe admission wbiclı the fıısl resolulion of llıe Leagııe 
Council apparenlly dcsires the Congress lo make. It 
is sııggested llıal tlıe slalııs of organisalions does not 
accrue lo llıeın Iıy any defıning of il. Il comes llırough 
ihc service lo ıvhiclı a parlicular organisalion has dedi- 
caled ilself. The Working Commitlee therefore lıopes 
thal ihc Leagııe Council will nol ask llıe Congress lo 
do tlıe inıpossible. Is il nol enoııgh llıal llıe Congress 
is nol only ^villing but eager lo eslablish lîıe friendliesl 
relalions ^villı llıe Leagııe and lo coıne lo an lionourable 
linderstaııding över llıe mucb vexed Hindu-Muslim 
•queslion ? 

Al tbis slage il may perhaps be as well lo slate 
the Congress claim. Tlıouglı it is admitted llıal llıe 
largest number of persons lo be found on tlıe ııumerous 
Congress registers are Hiııdus, tlıe Congress has a fairly 
large number of Muslims and members of olher com- 
munities professing different faiths. Il has been an 
unbroken tradition with the Congress lo represent ali 
nommunities, ali races, and ali classes lo whom India 
is tlıeir home. From its inception il has of ten had dis- 
tinguished Muslims as Presidents and as General 
Secretaries who enjoyed llıe confidence of the Congress 
and of the country. The Congress tradition is that 
though a Congressman does not cease to belong to the 
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Faith in which he is born and bred up, no one comes 
to the Congress by virtue of his faith ; he is in and of 
the Congress by virtue of his endorsement of the poIiticaL 
principles and policy of the Congress, The Congress 
therefore is in no sense a coramunal organisation. In 
fact it has ahvays fought the communal spirit because 
it is detrimental to the growth of püre and undefUed 
nationalism. But whilst the Congress makes this daim, 
and has sought, wilh more or less success, to live up to 
the daim, the Working Committee asks for no recogni- 
tîon from the League Council. The Committee would 
be glad if your Council would come to an understanding 
with the Congress in order that we mîght achieve national 
solidarity and whole-heartedIy ^vork for realisîng our 
common destiny. 

As to the second Tesolution of tlıe Council, I am 
afraid that it is not possible for the Working Committee 
to conform to the desire expressed therein. 

The third resolulion, the Working Committee is 
unable to understand. So far as the Working Committee 
is aware, the Müslim League is purely a communal 
organisation, in tbo sense tbat it seeks to servc MnsUm 
interests and its memhership too is open only to Muslinıs, 
Tlıe Working Committee also has ali along underslood 
that so far as the League is concemed, it desîres, and 
rİghtly, a settlcment rvith the Congress on the Hindu- 
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Müslim guestion and not on guestions affecting ali 
miııorities. So far as tlıe Congress is concerned, if the 
otlıer miııorities have a grievance against the Congress, 
it is ahvays ready to deal ^vitlı them as it is its bounden 
duty to do, being by its very constitııtion and organisa- 
tion representative of ali India ıvithout distinction of 
caste or creed. 

In view of tlıe foregoing I hope that it will be 
possible for us to take up the next stage in our negotia- 
tions for reachhıg settlement. 

It is suggested that as the previous correspondence 
bas already been published, it would be wise to take 
the public into confidence and publish the subsequent 
correspondence between us. If you are agreeable these 
documents will be immediately released for publication. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) SuBHAS C. Bose. 

Letter from Mr. M. A. Jinnah to Mr. S. Bose. 

Dated 2nd August, 1938. 

Bear Mr. Bose, 

I placed your letter dated the 25th of July 1938 
before the meeting of the Executive Council of the Ali 
India Müslim League. 

The Executive Council gave its earnest attention 
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and careful consıderation to the arguments whıch were 
argued ın your letter for persuadıng ıt not to daim the 
status İt has done ın ıts resolution No 1 already com 
munıcated to yon I am desıred to state that ın definıng 
the status the Councıl was not actuated by any motive of 
securıng an admıssıon, but had merely stated an 
accepted fa et 

Tlıe Councıl ıs fully convınced that the Muslini 
League ıs tlıe only autlıorıtatıve and representatıve 
polıtıcal organısation of the Mussalmans of Indıa Tlııs 
posıtion was accepted ıvhen the Congıess League Pact 
was amved at ın 1916 at Lucknoıv and ever since, tıll 
1935 "svlıen Jınnah Rajendra Prashad conversation took 
place, İt has not been queslıoned Tlıe Ali Indıa 
Müslim League, therefore, does not reguıre any admış 
sıon Ol recognıtıon from tlıe Congıess and not dıd the 
resolution of the Executıve Councıl passed at Bombay 
But ın vıew of the fact that the posıtion—ın fact the lery 
exıstence—of tlıe League had been questıoned by Pandıt 
Jaualnrial Nehru, tlıe Presıdent of the Congress, ın 
one of his statements nhereın he assertcU that thcıc 
were only tu o parlıes m the couniry vız the Brıtısh 
Government and the Congress, ıt uas consıdcrcd ncccs* 
sary by tlıe Executı\e Councıl to ınform the Congress 
of the hasis on ulııch the negoliations belucen the two 
organ isalı ons could proceed 
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Besides, tlıe very fact tlıal the Coııgress approaclıed 
the Muslini League, to enler into negotiations for a 
settlement of ihe Hindu-Mııslim guestion it presupposed 
the authoritative and represenlative character of the 
League and as such its right to come to an agreement 
on behalf of tlıe Mussalmans of India. 

The Council are aware of the fact that there is a 
Coııgress coalition government in N.W.F.P. and also 
that there are sonıe Muslims in tlıe Coııgress organisation 
in other provinces. But tlıe Council is of opinion that 
these Muslims in the Congi’ess do not and cannot 
represent the Mussalmans of India, for the simple 

reason that their number is very insignificant and that 

* « 

as members of the Congress tlıey have disabled them- 
selves from representing or speaking on behalf of the 
Müslim community. Were it not so, the whole daim 
of the Congress alleged in your letter regarding its 
national character would fail to the ground. 

As regards “ the other Müslim organisations ■' to 
ıvhich reference has been made in your letter, but \vhom 
you have not even named, the Council considers that 
it would have been more proper if no reference had been 
made to them. If they collectively or individually had 
been in a position to speak on behalf of the Mussalmans 
of India, the negotiations. with the Müslim League for 
a settlement of ^ the Hindu-Muslim question would not 
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have been initiated by the President of the Congress and 
Mr. Gandhi. However, so far as the Müslim League is 
concemed it is not aware that any Müslim political 
organisation has ever made a daim that it can speak 
or negotiate on behalf of the Muslims of India. It is, 
therefore, very much to be regretted that you should 
have referred to “ other Müslim organisations ” in this 
connection. 

The Council is egually anxious to bring about a 
settlement of “the much vexed Hindu-Muslîm guestion” 
and thus hasten the realization of the common goal, but 
it is painful to find that subtIe arguments are being 
introduced to cloud the issue and relard the progress 
of the negotiations. 

In view of the facls stated above the Council stili 
hopes that the representative character of the Müslim 
League will not be questİoned and tliat the Congress will 
proceed to appoint a committee on that hasis. 

Vith reference to the second resolulion tlıe Council 
ıv'îshes to poînt out that it considered undesireahle the 
inciusion of Mussalmans in the Committee that mîght 
be appointed by tbe Congress because il Avould mccl t o 
solve and setlle the Hindu-Muslim question and so in 
the very n a türe of tlıe issues involved they wouîd not 
command the confıdence of either Hindu or the Mas- 
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salmans and tlıeir position indeed would be most 
embarrassing. The Comıcil, tberefore, request you to 
consider tlıe gııestion in the ligbt of the above 
observations. 

Witlı reference to tlıe third resolution it was the 
memorandum of tlıe Congress referred to in your letter 
dated the IStlı of May 1938 in which mention of other 
minorities was made and the Müslim Leagııe expressed 
its willingness to consult them, if and wlıen it ‘vvas 
necessaiy in consonance witlı its declared policy. 

As regards your desire for the release of the 
. correspondence, inciuding this letter, for publication 
the Council has no objection to your doing so. 

Yours sincereîy, 

{Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 

Letter from Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose to Mr. M. A. 
Jinnalı. 

Calcutta, 2nd October, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Your letter of the 2nd August, 1938 has heen 
placed hefore the Working Committee. After due 
deliberation it has resolved to reply as follows : 

“ Though there are inaccuracies in your letter 
no purpose ^ill he served by dwelling on them. The 
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substance of your letter seems to be that tlıe League does 
not expect tlıe Congress, -vvhether iınplicitly or explzcıtly, 
to acknowledge its status as tlıe autlıoritative Müslim 
organisation of India. If this view is accepted by üıe 
League, I am autlıorised to State tlıat tbe Working 
Conımittee will confer with the Committee that m ay be 
appointed by tlıe League to draıv up the terms of 
setllement. 

“Tlıe Working Committee tvili be represented by 
at least live of its members at the sitting of tlıe Con- 
ference.” 

“ As tlıe previous correspondence lıas already been 
released for publication, I am taking the liberty of 
issuing this to the Press,’^ 

Yours siııcerely, 
(Sd.) SuBHAs C. Bose. 

Letter from Mr. M. A. Jinnah to Mr. Bose. 

Liltle Gibbs Road, Malahar Hili, 
Bombay, lOth October, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Bose, 

I am in reccîpt of your letter datcd tlıe 2nd of 
October ^vlıich ıvas placed before the Executİvc Councîl. 
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I anı autlıorised to State in reply as follows :— 

The Executive Coııncil of tlıe Ali India Müslim 

League regret very nmciı that tlıe Working Committee 

of tlıe Congress slıould lıave entirely misread nıy letter 

dated tlıe 2nd of Augııst 1938 wlıich is quite clear and 

does not reguire any elııcidation or fıırther interpreta- 

tion. The Muslini League are stili ready to proceed 

with tlıe negotiations for settlement of tlıe Hindu- 

Muslinı question on tlıe hasis defined by my letter 

referred to above and would appoint its representatives 

to meet tlıe Committee tliat may be appointed by the 

Congress on the foothıg indicated by us in our three 

« » ^ 

resolutions of tlıe 5th of June 1938 already communi- 
cated to you. 

As ali the Correspondence so far in this connection 
has been published I am issuing thjs to the Press, 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M, A. JlNNAH. 
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enjoying po\vers witlıout being required to give account to 
any other authority. You have expressed your annoyance 
from time to time that Ministers are not more active in 
rousing public bpinion in respect'of matters relating to war 
or the general polifical situatiom You will not allow Minis¬ 
ters to function and administer according to their own light 
and judgment. You and some of your officers \vill commit 
Government to policies and acts wlıich Ministers do not 
approve of; and after\vards you expect them to stand up 
as obedient persons, fully justifying the results of your mis- 
taken policy. The brunt of the attack falls on Ministers. 
The Legislature is even procluded from criticising or com- 
menting oiı your' conduct. You in your turn do not hesitate 
to take advantage of, and sometimes, even go beyond the 
spirit of, the provisions of the Government of İndia Act and 
the Instrument; of Instructions, thus reducing ministerial 
administration to a mockery. 

“But the most difficult situation has been created with 
regard to the manner of suppression of the political movement. 

1 have told you repeatedly that, vvhile it is the duty of 
any Government to see that acts of lawlessness are not 
committed or that disturbances are not created specially 
during this grave emergency, Government must not in any 
manner provoke a crisis or encourage or make it ^possible 
' for officers to commit excesses or to inflict injury on 
innocent people. Where persons deliberately commit 
■ pffences, they must face the consequences of the Jaw. But 
in spite of öur best efforts, indiscriminate arrests have been 
made, innocent -persons assulted and shot down, and 
oppression has been carried on in some parts in a manner 
hai'diy creditable to any civilized Government. The fact 
that some British prisoners of war under German control 
were.put under fetters roused the loud and angry protests of 
the British Government and its supporters. Can you not 
expresss even a fraction of that moral indignation for similar 
and even worse outrage committed on Indians by the agents 
of the British Government itself ? You have persistently 
.refused to have allegations enquired into and have also 
helped in the suppression of publication of accurate news. 

■ “The Congress movement in Midnapore took a very 
serious turn, and none can say anything in respect of any 
legitimate measures taken to deal •with the persons guilty 
of serious offences against law. But in Midnapore repression 
has been carried on in a manner which resembles the 


activities of Gerinans in . occupied territories as advertised 
by the British'agencies. Hundreds of houses have been 

22 ' •- 
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slatement of the so-called Standing G>mmittee of llıe 
Sapru Conference, I shall, if necessaıy, deal with*them 
3ater when I have had sufficient time to examine them 
carefuliy. 

Letler from Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru to Mr. Jinnalu 

Allahabad, 

Dated, öth February 1941. 

My dear Jinnah, 

Since we met last in Bombay a few monihs ago, 
I have several times thought of wriling to you, but I lıave 
never been able, up to this moment, to make up my mind. 
Even now 'tvhen I have decided to mite to you, I am 
■vvriting this îelter with considerable hesitation, as, îf 
I cannot make things better than they are at present, 

I certainly do not, in ali conscience, want to make them 
worse. But I believe that since 1916 when we came 
logether in the old India Legislative Councîl, you have 
knoıvn my vîews on the Hindu-Mahomedan queslion, 
and lam, therefore, venturing to hope that you will not 
mîsunderstand my point of view. 

Although, î have net been taking active part in 
politîcs of the country for tlıe last few years, the old 
interest stili survives, and I follow fairly closely the 
trend of events. Tlıe trend of recent evenfs has only 
tended to confîrm me İn my belîef that the supreme 
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ııecessity of tlıe lıour is a settlemeııt bettveen tlıe Hindus 
and tlıe Muslims, or to put it in party politics, betıveen 
tlıe Congress and tlıe Hindu Sablıa and tlıe Müslim 
League. It is my misfortune tbat owing to some very 
strong convictions, I bave found it impossible to join 
eitlıer of tlıe first two and for obvious reasons I could 
not be a niember of tlıe League of ıvbich you are the 
President, and yet I feel tliat so long as tbe tlıree big 
organised bodies of public opinion in India remaiıı in 
tlıeir present state of relationslıip to each otlıer, tlıe 
future of this comıtry cannot be by any means briglıt. 
It is not my purpose to discuss in this letter wlıich of 
these three parties is to blame. I think tbat a discussion 
of tlıis cliaracter can never lead to any good ; indeed, 
I think, instead of doing good, it may do positive harın. 
You ıvill remember tbat even in August last when we 
met at Bombay, I told you tbat if tlıe Congress and Üıe 
Hindu Sabha would not, or were not prepared to cali a 
conference for the purpose of settling dilferences, there 
ıvas no reasbn why you, as the President of a great and 
influential League, should not take the step forward. 
Since then I have been giving this matter my constant 
attention, and at last I have made up my mind to make 
a personal appeal to you. I do not, however, pretend 
to sail under false colours. I represent neither the one 
party nor the otber. I can neither offer nor accept 
terms. I can only appeal to you in my individual çapa- 
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cıty-^ın the capacıty of one who strongiy and genuınely 
Iıolds that the Muslıms are an ıntegral paıt of Indıa 
and that theır wıllıng co operation wıth other communı 
tıes, must necessanly condılıon the natuıe, extent and 
speed of the progress of the country I am delıberatel) 
avoıdmg alİ reference to the controversıal ıssues that 
dIVIde the one from the otİıer, as ıt ıs not for me to 
settie them, but for you and leadeıs of otheı partıe^ 
who can ınfluence opınıon and speak for others to laıse 
tlıese ıssues and to come to a settlement ın regard to 
them As a realist, I feel that not only you but Mr 
Gandhı and the leaders of the Hindu Sabha, partıcularly 
Dr Savarkaı, are men on whom the pnmary responsı 
bılıty for a settlement of those ıssues lıes Neıtheı 
speeches on publıc platforms, nor statements and ınter 
vıews gıven by leadeıs, can really help the sıtuatıon 
I tlıınk conversations, oı ıf I may use a hacknejed 
phrase, heart to heart conversations may possıbly lead 
to some satısfactorj results In any case eıen ıf the) 
do not, \\Q shall have the satısfaction of kno\vıng that 
everythıng has been done nlııclı could be done, to hrıng 
about a better State of feelıng and understandıng I 
am, therefore, 'venturıng to suggest on my oun nccount, 
nıthout commıltıng an) olber person, or an) olber part), 
to my vıeıvs or suggeslions that (1) )ou sbouhl agrce 
İîıst to nıeel Mr Gandin, and tben the proce'ss of prı\alc 
talks could be cxtended to olher» (2) If )ou and otlıcr 
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îea(l<T> tİK'Jî j)ıİ!ik, tliat it \voulcI ?rrvc thc hcst inlcrcsl 

of tİK’ ('ountry. (o invitc a j(jint conferoııco, tlıcn you ali 

coulfl tala* ılıt' IU‘ı’('^^a^y .‘•tage. I can a.^sıırc you of ıny 

pcr.'onal .‘•tıpport and co-opcration in this matlcr. If 

yont' reply t<j my sn;j:,ac>tion i? thal you will hc prcparctl 

to .'■et* Mr. (kındlîi and talk ovcr nuıttcrs \vitli hini, I 

# 

>iıall urite to İlim and prch.s it on hini thal hc ımiî^l 5cc 
you in lîomhay or any othcr placc thal nıay süit your 
convcnicneo. I hoııe vcrv .‘■Ironulv thal hc \vill hc auilc 

l » m I 

Avilling to .«f'c you in llonıhay or any othcr convcnicni 
plac-t» and discu'^s ihİngs uith you. I think you two 
i:hould incel firsl. for if thc countrv is dcar to him, I 
hclieve. it i> no Ic.-^s tlcar to you, You nıay be al preseni 
idcnlificd ıvith thc Muslini League. T havc no kind of 
prejudicc against ihc League or any onc conncclccl ıvilh 
il. and so far as you arc concerncd, I slill prefer lo look 
upon you as î used to in days göne by ıvhen olher 
people also lookcd up lo you, for guidance and advocacy 
of ihe calise of India, irrcspeclive of caslc, colour or 
creed. 


If you arc ıvilling lo see Mr. Gandhi and lo discuss 
ihings I bope you will permil nıe to lake him inlo confi- 
dence about ıvhal you ıvrile lo mc. 

Wilh kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

« 

(Sd.) Tej Bahadur Sapru. 
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Letter fronı Mr, M. A. Jinnah to Sir Tej Baliadur 
Sapru. 

Bombay, 

Dated, lOth February, 1941. 

My dear Sapru, 

I am in receipt of your letter of ihe 6lh instant 
and thank you for it. I have given to it my closest 
consideration coming as it does from you. 

The main purpose on "vvbich you have concentraled 
is directed towaıds trying to induce me to agree to see 
Mr. Gandhi. I am sorry to find tbat you are under the 
impression tbat I am reluctant and opposed to seeîng 
Mr. Gandhi oı any other Hindu leader on behalf of 
the Hindu community, for you say in youı letter tbat I 
sbould agree first to see Mr. Gandhi. Then you proceed 
to say further, “ if your reply to my suggestion is tlıal 
you will be prepared to see Mr. Gandhi and talk över 
matters with him I slıall write to bim and pıess it upon 
İlim tbat he must see you at Bombay or any other placc 
tbat may süit your convenience.” Please remove ihis 
erroneous impression from your mind. I have ahvays 
been ready and uulling to see Mr, Gandhi or any otlıcr 
Hindu leader on behalf of Hindu community and do 
ali I can to help the solution of tlıe Hindu*Mııslinı 
problem. 
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As regarcis other matters in your letter I cannot 
do better tlıan to seııd you a press cutting giving full 
text of my speech tliat I made in the course of the debate 
in tlıe Assembly on the Supplementary Finance Bili last 
November, as I fear that your attention, if at ali, could 
İlave been drawn only to the A. P. summary that appear- 
ed in most of the papers at tlıe time. 

This will give you some idea of the position and 
the point of the Müslim League. 

I thank you for your personal references to me 
\vhich I need not say I appreciate very much. 

Yours sincerely, 
(5d.)M. A. JlNNAH. 

Letter from Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru to Mr. Jinnah. 

Allahabad, 19th February,. 1941. 

My dear Jinnah, 

Thank you ever so much for your kind letter of the 
lOth February. 'I regret to say that I have been having 
high fever for the last five or six days and am therefore 
unable to attend to any political correspondence. As 
soon as I get better I shall "vvrite to you again about the 
matter about which I wrote to you on the 6th February. 

I appreciate very much the promptness with which you . 
have so kindly replied to me. 

yours sincerely, 
{Sd.) Tej Bahadur Sapru. 




CORRESPONDENCE: 


MR. JINNAH 

& 

SIR ROGER LUMLEY 




W1TII MR. JlNNAir 


183 


Lelter froın Sir Rogcr Lumley lo Mr. M. A. Jinnah. 

(Confıdenlial) 

Govei’jıment House, 
Ganeshklîind. July 20, 1941. 

Dear Mr. Jinnalı, 

His Exce]Iency tlıe Viceroy has asked me to let 
yon kno\s' lıis intenlions on ihe mallers •vvlıich follow. I 
had hoped thal I Avoııld he ahle lo see you myself in 
order tJıat I miglıl convey ihis message lo you personally, 
as Avas lıis desire : İmi unforlunalely, now llıal I am in 
a posilion lo give you llıe message, I am nol enlirely 
fil, and I am iherefore M'riling lo convey it lo you by 
this leller, ıvlıich I am sending doıvn lo Bombay by 
special messenger. 

The Viceroy has continued to have very much in 
mind Üıe whole siluation in regard to tlıe war effort and 
tlıe association of non-official opinion \vilh tlıe prosecution 
of tlıe war. The obstacles, however, lo any seltlement 
011 tlıe basis of tlıe complete ofFer of August last, which 
emerged so clearly during tlıe discussioııs last autumu, 
stili exist, to his very great regret, as tlıe last few months 
and the reactioııs to the Secretary of State’s statement 
in the House of Commons on April 22 have made clear. 

In these circumstances, it is equally clear that he 
cannot look for that degree of support from the majör 
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partıes, for the proposals embodıed m the August offeı, 
\vhich he desıres Neverlheless, the hürden of the conduct 
of the war on the Central Government has greatly ın 
creased, and, for adınmıstratıve reasons, ıt ıs essential 
to proceed wıth some ıncrease m the membershıp of the 
Vıceıoy’s Councıl wıthın the terms of the August offer 
The Vıceroy, accordıngly, ıs anxıous that you should 
know that he ıs now, wıth the approval of His Majesty’s 
Government, creatmg five new portfolıos 

These new portfolıos and the names of the gentle- 
men by 'vvhom they have been accepted aıe as folloıvs 
Supply—Sır Homı Mody , Infoımalıon—Sır Akbar 
Hydan , Cıvıl Defence—Mr Ragbavendia Rao , Indnns 
Overseas—Mr Aney , Labour—Sır Fıroz JChan Noon 

Tlıe Vıceroy would also Iıke you to knoıv that be 
propo<!es to fiil the vacancıes aıısıng ın the portfolıo of 
Law when Sır Zafrulla Khan goes to the Federal Court, 
and m the portfolıo of education when Sır Gııja Shankaı 
Bajpai takes up a mıssion overseas hy the appoıntment 
of Sır Sultan Ahmed and Mr Sarkar 

In addUıoîi, the Vıceroy does not feel that, hecau'e 
of the dıffîcully m securıng the sııpport of the nvıjoi 
poîıtıcal partıes, ıt ıs possıhle to delny furtlıer the more 
actıve as^'ocıatıon of non ofiîcni Indıan opınıon uı»» 
the proseculion of tlıe mr 
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He i:? aocoiflingly csiaMisliing \villi ihe approval 
ol Hiiî Majcî^ty's Govcnııneııt, a Nalional Delence 
Counci]. Connril ^vil] consisi of sonıe 30 ıneınbers. 
nine of \vlu)nı will hc clrawn froın Iıulian Slales. 


liıc Viccrov regartis il as csscnlial llıal tlıe Greal 
Mnsi im conınıunily should hc represenled on llıal 
Council hy persons of llıc Iıiglıcsl promincncc and capa- 
cily. Hc lıas accordingiy invitcd llıc Prenıici' of Assam, 
Bengal. llıc Punjab and Sind lo serve as members of il, 
and be has cxlcndcd invilalions also lo cerlain olber 
pronıinenl Muslims, suciı as Sir Maliomed Usman. 


He bas considered wbelhcr be sbould invile you lo 
lel İlim İlave any sııggeslions as lo possible personnel 
for ibis Council, bul being aıvare, as he is, of your 
general allilude, be bas conciuded lliat it would be 

preferable nol lo enıbarrass you by inviling you lo make 

* 

suggeslions. 

Il is inlended llıal an announcement about tlıese 
clıanges will be made on llıe ıııorning of Tuesday, July 
22, and tlıe Viceroy is anxious that you slıould Iıave 
tlırougb me llıis advance information of wlıat is pro- 
posed. I would Iıave nıuch preferred lo have given you 
this message orally, .but tlıis letter contains the substance 
of it. 
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I hope that you have now fully recovered from 
youı recent ıliness 

Yours sıncerely, 
{Sd ) Roger Lumley 

Letter from Mr M A Jınnah to Sır Roger I umle) 
Dear Sır Roger, 

I am ın receıpt of your lelter of July 20, 1941, 
whıch embodıes the message of His Excellency tlıe 
Vıceroy I deeply regret the decısion taken by hım wıt}ı 
the approval of His Majesty’s Government I appreciate 
when Iıe says that he does not wısh to make suggestions, 
kno\vıng, as he does, not only my general attılude hul 
that of the Ali Indıa Müslim League 

Fuıther I cannot appıove of Iııs lıavıng ınvıted the 
Müslim League Premiers or any other Müslim Leaguer 
under the sclieme of the expansıon of the Vıceıoj’s 
Councıl as well as ^vlnt ıs nou called the Nalıoml 
Defence Councıl, because ıt ıs ob\ıous tlnt Jt ıvould 
emharrass the Müslim League organı«atıon And I do 
hope and trııst that His Excellency 'imİI a\oıd such a 
conimgency 

Besıdes, ıt ıs Inrdly faır or propcr tliat the) slmuld 
be approached h) His Excellency o\er the heıd of the 
Presıdent and the Execulı\c of llıc AH Indn Muslini 
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League, knowing full well the position and the attitude 
tliat the All-India Müslim League has adopted. 

It is staled in his message that the Viceroy regards 
it cis essential that the great Muslini community should 
be represented by persons of the higlıest prominence and 
capacity. Would it be credilable for any individual 
prominent _or capable Muslini belonging to an orgaııi- 
sation to accept the invitation contrary lo ihe position and 
the attitude taken up by that organisation, and would 
it do any credit to Government if they succeed in alluring 
İlim and create a breach in the organisation, in the 
hope that he may throw up his allegiance to the party 
to ıvhich he belongs in order to accept the invitation of 
His Excellency. 

I maintain that the great Muslini community is 
represented authoritatively only by the All-India Müslim 
League organisation. Persistence in this course will not 
improve matters, but on the contrary it will lead to 
bitterness on the part of the Müslim League, ıvhich up 
to the present moment, fortunately, does not exist, how- 
ever emphatically we have disapproved of the policy 
which has been pursued by His Majesty’s Government 
and the Viceroy. 

Before I conciude I am extremely sorry to hear 
that you are not well and I hope that you, will sooıı 
recover from your iliness. 
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Thankıng you for your kınd ınquırıes, I am now 
muciı better. 

Yours sınceıely, 
[Sd ) M A JlNNAH 

Letteı from Sır Rogeı Lumley to Mr M A Jınnalı 

Ganeshkhmd, July 22 

Dear Mr Jınnah, 

Thank you for youı letter of July 21, the conlenis 
of whıch I have passed on to the Vıceroy I am glad 
to hear you have recovered Thanks for your kınd 
ınquıry, I am much better 

Yours sıncerely, 
{Sd ) Roger Lujiley 
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Letter from Mr. Fazlul Huque tö Mr. Jinnah. 

8tlı December, 1940. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

You must have read in the papers my statements 
on the necessity of a final attempt to solve tlıe communal 
problem of India, I do nol wislı lo do anytliing \vithoiit 
your consent and I am tlierefore writing these few lines 
to reqııest you to cali a meeting of the Working Com- 
mittee or of tlıe Council of tlıe All-India Muslini League 
as early as possible. In ali my statements, I have said 
nothing beyond the fact that the League might cali the 
conference. Some day or other these communal diffe- 
rences will be made up, but I do not see any reason 
why the Müslim League should not take the wind out 
of tlıe sails of other organisations and secure to itself 
the credit of having done the greatest possible service 
to India and her people. Let us discuss and if we fail, 
the blame will not be ours. As regards the subjects to 
be discussed I will send you my note later on. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) Fazlul Huque. 

Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Fazlul Huque. 

, llth December, 1940. 

Dear Mr. Fazlul Haque, 

Apart from the ıvisdom of this move on your part, 
I regret to say that you should have adopted this course 
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without reference to me. From your statement, it iollovs 
that yon are forcing the Müslim League that tlıey should 
take the initiative, because in your second statement 
yon are definitely appeaiing to the members of the 
Counciİ of the All-India Müslim League to support you 
and State that they should cali upon me to summon an 
emergency meeting of the Counciİ or the Working Com- 
mitlee of the League. This, whatever may have heen 
your intentions, clearly conveys that I am not willing 
to come to a settlement for this unîortunate deadlock, 
for which the Congress alone is responsible, 

I know you are very busy as the head of the Bengal 
Government. Perhaps you have not folIowed ıvhal has 
laken place at the various stages of negoliations upto 
the present moment. I wouId therefore reqııest you to 
read carefully at least the resolutions of tlıe Working 
Committee and tlıe Counciİ of the All-India Müslim 
League and my recent speech in the Central Assembly 
in connection ıvdth the supplementary Finance Bili. This 
speech of mine is fully reported in many neıv'spapers. 

You have already in the public press declared 
your opinion as if the Müslim League was to be goaded 
by somebody to come to a settlement and decidcd that 
\ve should consider tlıe proposals ^vhich you are going 
to formulate for the purpose. I am glad that you arc 
going to send me those proposals and I am au'aitîng 
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tlıem before I can express any furtlıer opinion on the 
matter witlı regard to calling tlıe meeting of the Working 
Committee or the Council. As suggested to yon apart 
from tlıe wisdom of your having issued these statements 
and having appealed to the members of the Council in 
the Press I tliink your move will convey the impression 
in the political guarters'in India and in England that 
the Mussalmans are divided as it has already been so 
interpreted in many guarters. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 

Letter from Mr. Fazlul Hugue to Mr. Jinnah. 

14th December, 1940. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

4 

I am very sorry that owing to prevailing facts and 
circumstances my move has already been misunderstood. 
I ma de it clear in my statements that I did not wish to 
dictate to you anything, but only to express the desire 
that there should be an effort for peace. In doing so, 
I ıiever meant to insinuate that any one "vvas to blame 
although I did perfectly know where the offence really 
lies. But, it would not be politic for me to say anything 
indicating that I am already a party-'man. At the same 
time, I feel so strongiy that there should be one more 
peace effort and for that reason I could not resist the 
temptation of making a suggestion. I never meant that 

13 
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I should take the lead or I should d i ela te but I was really 
asking you to take the lead and as the head of the premîer 
political organisation of India, to cali everybody*else 
to meet you in order that they nıay he able to put their 
case before you and you may be in a position to discuss 
problems with them aeross the table and come to a 
decision. My object really 'VvaS' to put you in the position 
of the dictator of India. I am sorry if I have heen mis- 
understood hy you and my other friends. If you stili 
think that my move has in any ^vay heen umvise, you 
can teli me accordingiy. It is far from my intenlion to 
bring about a disruption in the Müslim League. I hope 
you will \mte to me both freely and frankIy so that I 
may be able to repair any wrong that I may have unwit- 
tingly inflieted on the reputation of the League. 

My only desire has heen for peace because I feci 
that unless there is unîty among ali communities on the 
principle of give and take, there will be no conslilutional 
advance and no prospect of a betler India than know 
at the preseni moment. 

The preseni Government of India Act is absolulcly 
rubbish. It give^ us responsibîlity but no power. ît 
gîvos ali the power to the Govemor and the Governor- 
General-in-Council but ali tlıe responsibİIitics to the 
Ministers. 
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You can tlierefore, easily mıderstand how mudi 
ive feel our position under the present constitution and 
how mııch we are longing for a better state of things. 
I feel that the only obstacle in the way is tlıe present 
impasse. I therefore think tliat this should be removed 
anylîoıv but not by any surrender of our principles or of 
the position that we now hold. That will be for you 
tp decide but do please try to bring about a solution 

ıvhich will enable India to march fonvard. If you think 

/ 

that it is the Pakistan scheme and nothing else why not 
send for these people and explain to them what you 
mean ? People are not able to appreciate or understand 
the thing’ fully, This will be removed if you have free 
talks with the leaders. It is not for me to suggest ways 
and means but I have indicated to you my hearfs desire 
and I hope you \vill appreciate it. 

Yours sincerely, 

t 

(Sd.) Fazlul Huque. 

# 

Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Fazlul Huque. 

4th January, 1941, 

Dear Mr. Fazlul Huque, 

I really do not know ıvhat I can say with regard 
to this matter. I think you have seen what the Press 
has been ’vvriting about this move. You have recendy 
issued a statement from Poona saying that you are mis- 
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underslood. Well, I cannot falame the people because 
I said from the very begınnıng that ıt was a veıy umvise 
iTiove. I am quıte sure that you dıd not ıntend to hrıng 
about a dısruptıon ın Müslim League. I quıte appreciate 
youı desıre for peace and settlement and nobodv desıres 
tbem more than I do. But, the questıon is> bow they 
sbould be brougbt about. When the other party bas 
declared a war and ıs boldmg a pıstol at vouı bead, 
'vvhat do you propose that I should do ? \^Tıat do you 
thınk ıs the aım and the object of the Congress m launch- 
ıng cıvıl dısobedıence ? Is ıt not obvıous that they 
want to bend the Brıtısh Government to surrender or 
yıeld to theır demands ? At whose cost ? 0\ er our 
head and at our cost. 

An old and experıenced polıtıcian like you and a 
veleran fighteı that you are, what do you expecl luc 
to do m tlıese cırcumstances ? 

Youıs sıncerel). 
{Sd) M. A. 

Lelter from Mr. Huque to Mr. Jınnalı. 

7th Janııaıy, 1911. 

Dear Mr. Jınnah, 

I İjave received your letler. I quite undcrstaııd } our 
vieu-poınt bul certaınly sometbing uill hav e to bc done. 
Hovvever, I am domg nolhing at the preseni moment and 
I am allovvıng thîngs to simmer. As a matter of fact. 
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I am Avatching developments. If there is anything parti- 
cular, I shall let you know. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) Fazlül Huque. 

Telegram from Mr. Jinnalı to Mr. Fazlul Hugue, 
dated 2İst January 1941. 

My attention drawn to a summary press report of 
our correspondence regarding your move Hindu-Muslim 
settlement. Report incorrectly represented. Its source 
am informed Calcııtta. Propose release complete corres¬ 
pondence. 

Telegram from Mr. Fazlul Hugue to Mr. Jinnah, 
dated 22nd January, 1941. 

Surprised your telegram. I know absolutely 
nothing. Will you kindly await my letter, just writing ? 

Letter from Mr. Fazlul Hugue to Mr. Jinnah. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I have already sent you a wire yesterday about 
incorrect reports in the Press regarding our Hindu- 
Muslim unity move. As I.have already wired to you, 

I know nothing about these mis-statements in the Press 
nor have I yet seen them. You say that they emanated 
from Calcutta. I made enguiries but I cannot lay my 
hand on any one who may be guilty. I can have no 
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objection to your publishing the whole correspondence, 
but I wouId ask you to consider if that will not worsen 
matters. It would be much betler if you made a fresh 
statement pointing out the inaccuracies and stating ıvhat 
the real facts are. I feel more and more ronvinced tliat 
this unity move is bound to be a fiasco as Comraunities 
do not show the slightest inclination to be fıiendly. In 
these circumstances, no useful purpose will be served 
by our publication of the correspondence that passed 
between us at a time when I was full of hope. I am 
stili anxious to ■vvork for a compromise ^vhen the parlies 
are unaccommodating other. Hope you will consider 
my point of view before you decide anythîng. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) Fazlul Huqüe. 

1942 - 43 

Letter from Mr. Fazlul Huque to Mr. Jinnah. 

New Delili, 
November 13, 1912. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

You have knouTi me for över 30 years and you can 
easily realise I lıave been longîng to mect you and to 
assure you my attachnıent to you and the Muslini 
League. 
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It is an irony of fate that this rift should have taken 
place between yon and me after close co-operation for 
the long span of över guarter of a century. However, 

I reguest yon to allow the dead-past bury its dead and 
throw a veil över ali that has happened during the past - 
few months and remove the ban on me and my supporters 
and facilitate our entry in the League fold. I can assure 
yon that I will abide by thei discipline of the party and 
the instrııctions of the President of the Müslim League. 

As for the Progressive Müslim League, up to now 
it exists on paper only and it ceases to exist automatically 
witlı my entry and the entry of my supporters into the 
League. 

♦ 

' I need hardly emphasise the fact that in the interests 
of İslam and Müslim solidarity I am prepared to make 
any sacrifices and to subordinate my personal interests 
and inclinations to the supreme demand of Müslim 
Nation. I am extremely anxious that the breach in the 
Müslim community should be made up and efforts 
should be made that no Müslim may remain outside 
the folds of tlıe League. 

I understand 3 ’'OU will be leaving Delhi tonight, 
but I 'vvould appreciate it very mudi if you would give 
me a few minutes’ time to talk to you personally and 
to explain everything frankiy. 
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Under Providence I leave the interest of Bengal 
Muslims in your hands. 

Yours sincerely, 
(5^^.) A. K. Fazlul Haque. 

t 

Letter from Mr. Fazlul Huque to Mr. Jinnah. 

Dated February 5, 1943. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I am determined to solve tlıe Bengal tangle and to 
put an end to the meaningless strife which is havîng the 
most undesirable conseguences on the prospecls of the 
Müslim community in Bengal. 

Through the mercy of Providence I have an assured 
posîtion in the Bengal Legislative Assembly and can 

carry on for an indefinite period lill the end of the war 
and One year af ter. 

But I am going to sacrifıce aÜ thal I no w possess 
for the sake of my coııntry and of the soîidarity of my 
community. 

The step that I am taking ıvill also show thal I 
have not been able to blame for tlıe unfoılunate cvents 
that have laken place in Bengal during the last İn 
monihs and llıal I have been more sinned agaînst than, 
sînning. I do not, ho\vever, \vish to rake up tlıe «n- 
pleasant past, but to concenirate on the future. 



\V1TH MH. JINNAH 


20 ] 


I patltcrod froın ihe lasl wor(Is yo\ı told nıc in ihe 
t'oııı>‘c of ınv ]ast inI(,‘rvicK \vith you tlıal in casc I 

« m* 

liquidatc tlu* Propıassivc Party and rcsign fıonı nıy 
ofiice a< Preınier von \vould lift tlıc han wluc;lı lıas hecn 
pul on nu'. 

I İlave ihouplıl carefully ovcr tlıc situation and 
\vitii a vi(nv to facililale mv eoniintı Iıank to tlıc Lcaguc. 
I anı rcady to tender nıy rc^ignation ıvlıiclı will nıcan 
tlıc automalİc diî^?olulion of llıo Progressive Coalilion 
Partv. 


May I now gel a linç from you to teli nıc llıal I 
İlave undcrslood you alriglıl, and llıal tlıc han put on 
nıc \vill lıe liflcd as soon as I tender resignalion of my 
olTıcc as Prcmicr ? If so, I will lake ni}’’ sleıı I have 
indicated and I liope you will render llıe haresi possihle 
justice hy taking nıe hack to tlıc Leaguc as soon as yoıır 
condilions are salisfied. 

If I coıne hack to tlıc League, it ıvill he a maller 
of party polilics in Bengal for Müslim members and 
Müslim leaders to delermine as to ıvlıo should be llıe 
clıief and wlıal slıoııld he llıe composilion of llıe Bengal 
Cabinet ? 

« 

So loııg as we do not coııtravene the rules and 
priiıciples you lıave laid down, I hope, you will not 
impose your decisioıı on llıe sleps we may lake in Bengal 
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for securing the best possible administra^ion in the 
country, 

With deep regards, 

I am, ' 

Sincerely yöurs, 

(5d.) A. K. Fazlul Hüque. 

Letler from Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Fazlul Huqe, 

Dated February 10, 1943. 

Dear Mr. Huque, 

I am in receipt of your letter of February 5. In 
the course of the intervieıv that you had wİth m e in 
consequence of your letter of November 13, 1942, I 
. maintained that our decision was entirely due to your 
wrong conduct and action that you took and that you 
have already done a very great harm to the Müslim 
cause, of 'vvhich you are better aware than anybody else. 

I re*assured you that I have no personal feeling 
in the malter nor \vas I, or am I infltıenced hy any 
outside agency or any particular individual, 

I took the decision of expellîng you from ihe 
Müslim League because your conduct and action vcas a 
gross breaclı of discipline and fundamental principles 
and policy of the All-Indîa Müslim League organİsatİon. 
Therefore, you expressed regret and assured me thal 



\VITn MK. JINNAÎI 


203 


yon \voir rcpiMUanl and al<o o.xprc?scd your Avillingness 
to ahide hy %vlıat(;vor propo.^al I Avoıdd consİdor fair. 


^ ou (<dd ine tlınl ali tliat vnu \van(cd ^a^; lluU llıo 
han î>hould iıe lifted and ihat vou \verc rcadv and \villinc: 
to reınain as an ordinary nıeınher of llu; Lcaguc and 
serve the organisation in any eajıacity thal liıc Lcagııe 


ınav nssıgn to vou 

0 i , * 


In your Ictter of Nov. ]3, ]9d2. also hcforc I gavc 
yon an intervieu’ vou stalod “ I can a.^surc you llıat 
I \vil] ahide hy the discipline of flıe party and llıc ins- 
Inıctions of the Pra^ideııt of tlıc Muslini Lcaguc.” 


Tiıereupon I ınadc tlıc following snggeslions to 
yon suhjcct to tlıc final sanetion of the Working Com- 
mittcc of tlıc All-India Muslini Lcaguc. 


(]) That you slıould exprcss your regrel for wlıat 
you ilave done. If you lıave now conıe to tlıc conciusion 
that you slıould he re-achııitted as a nıeınher, it is due 
to the organisation fronı you, whose menıhership you 
value so mudi, that you slıould slıoıv repenlance on 
your part. Othenvise if memhers were expelled and 
aîlowed to he re-adnıitled, as if notlıing had happened, 
it would not only be inconsistent with self-respect of the 
organisation but would be desiructive of the elemenlary 
principles of discipline. 
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The first poınt, therefore that I suggested m my 
last ıntervıew wıth you, \\as that you should express 
your regret for ıvhat you ha ve done. 

(2) That you should lıquıdate the Progressive 
Coalılion Party or complelely dıssocıale yourselî from 
ıt and resıgn from your office as Preraıer. After that, 
I told you, I was prepared to see that the han should 
be hfted and that you and other Muslıms, who were 
expelled, should be elıgıble for menıbershıp of the 
Müslim League and also to Müslim League Party in tlıe 
Bengal Assembiy. Thereafter, the Müslim League 
party ın the Bengal Assembiy wjll take such decısions 
as may be necessary from time to time wıth regard to 
matters arısıng ın connectıon wıth and relatıng to the 
Legislature and the admınıstratıon of the Government 
of Bengal ın consonance \Mth the fundamental prıncıples 
and the polıcy of the Ali Indıa Müslim League , subject 
of course, to one overrıdıng provısıon uhıch ıs em* 
bodied m the ResoIutıon'^No 2 of the Workıng Commıt- 
tee dated Oct 22, 1939 and confirmed by Re‘îOİutıon 
No 1 of the Councıl of the AIl Indıa Muslini League 
dated Feb 25, 1910, uhıch runs as follous ;— 

“The Workıng Commıttee hereh) empouer the 
Pre»ıdent lo advıse, guıde and ıssue ınstructıons to 
Mııslım League partıes ın the varıous ProMiıcıal Legıs* 
latures ın the e\ent of some sudden ernergencj arısıng. 
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partif 

or oarry fiut >ın'lı in'.lrıuiioıi'; a^^ 
l'rtvidt'nt." 


s slıall givo cH'ccl lo 
nıay i)o givcn l)y tlıc 


Aî thi'^ iııti‘rvi(>w of tlu’ l.'îllı Nov. ]912. voıı aarccd 
lo cany out llıo'-e rondilions ;vithin a forlaiplıl. Bul 
I heard nolhiım fnrtlıc’r from vou tili lum-. 


Bflort' I cIoFo î nıui;! ?ay tliat I rannol apprecialc 
tiıe loııc. tlıc laıymıagc and senlinuaıls CNprc.^scd hy yoıı 
in tlıc fıi'-t paracrapiı of yoıır Icücr. lıccaıısc alllıoııglı 
yon concludc it by saying “ I do not, lıo;vevcr, vislı 
lo rake np tlıc unplcasant past, bul lo coııcenlralc on 
îbc fııiurc ” vou bave alreadv indulgcd lo a considerablc 

m m 

extent in raking up tlıc pa?l. 

I ımıcl a]«o rcpudiate and cannol agree willı you 
w}ıat you say in tlıis paragraph, as it is conirary lo real 
facis. I anı o])]iged to say this becaııse if you really 
wanted lo l)iıry tlıc unpleasani pasi and inlended to 
concenirate on tlıe fulure you sbould nol havc starled 
wilb suciı a prcami)]e as is conlained in tlıis paragraph 
of your Iclter. 

Nor do T undersland ihe lasi paragraph of your 
letler, specially ıvhen you say “ I hope you will nol 
impose your decision on ihe sleps thal "vve lake in Bengal 
for securing Üıe besi possible adminisiration for ali 



206 


LEADERS’ CORRESPONDENCE 


communilies in the country.” Perhaps it is a mîstake 
and I suppose you mean Bengal. 

Nor do I understand what is the meaning of your 
suggestion that I should not impose nıy decision on the 
steps that you may take in Bengal. 

However, it seems to me that the last paragraph 
of your letter need not be discussed further, in view of 
\vhat I have already explained and stated above, namely 
the conditions to be complied ıvith, in order to facîlîtate 
your being re-admitted to the Müslim League organi- 
sation. 

I shall move in the matter as soon as the above 
conditions are satisfied by you. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAII. 



CORRESPONDENCE: 

MR. JINNAH 
& 

NAWAB OF CHATTARI 
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Letter from Nawab of Chattari to Mr. Jinnah. 

Dated 20th July, 1941. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

As I İlave accepted a salaried appointment in an 
Indian State I write this to tender my resignation from 
the memberslîip of the Council of the All-India Müslim 
League. It is needless for me to say that your good 
wishes and blessings would always be a source of great 
strength to me and I am sure that they "vvculd not be 
denied. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sc?.) Ahmed Said. 

Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Nawab of Chattari, 

Dated, July 30, 1941. 

Dear Nawab Sahib, 

I received your letter dated July the 20th from 
Chattari in the afternoon of the 24th of July 1941. On 
examining the envelope I find that it was posted and 
registered at Delhi on the 22nd of July. 

I beg to inform yon that it was decided before the 
receipt of your letter to take disciplinary action against 
yoü as indicated by my statement issued on the 21st 

14 
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as yoü were a member of tbe Müslim League for having 
joined the so-called National Defence Council. I regret, 
therefore, that apart Irom the technicalily tliat your 
letter should have been addressed to the Secretary, I 
am unable to accept your resîgnation pending the resul t 
of the disciplinary action that has to be taken against 
you. However, I am forwarding your letter to the 
Secretary of the All-India Müslim League. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd,) M. A. JlNNAII. 



CORHESPO NDE'NCİE 


MR. JINNAH 

& 

MAULÂNA A ZAD 
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Telegram 

Bombay, 12th July 1940. 

From Maulana Azad to Mr. Jinnah :— 

“ Confidential. Your July 9 statement : The Con- 
gress Delhi resolution definitely means by National 
Government a composite Cabinet not limited to any 
single party. But is it the position of the League that 
she cannot agree to any provisional arrangement not 
based on the two-nation scheme ? If so, pleae clarify 
by wire.” 

Mr. Jinnah’s reply :— 

fi 

“ Your telegram cannot reciprocate confidence. I 
refuse to discuss "vvith you, by correspondence or other- 
wise, as you have completely forfeited the confidence 
of Müslim India. Can’t you realise you are made a 
Müslim ‘ show-boy ’ Congress President to give it colour 
that it is national and deceive foreign countries. You 
represent neither Muslims nor Hindus. The Congress 
is a Hindu body. If you have self-respect resign at önce. 
You have done your worst against the League so far. 
You know you have hopelessly failed. Give it up.” 




COHRESPONDENCE: 

MR. JINNAH 
& 

ALLAMA MASHRigi 
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t 

Telegram fronı Allama Mashriqi to Mr. Jinnah :— 

« 

5th May, 1942. 

“ My telegram dated 28th April unreplied.' Can 
you State minimum conditions for united demand for 
National Government ? Do you approve active co- 
operation of Klıaksars witli Rajagopalachariar ? ” 

Mr. Jiımah’s reply to Allama Mashrigi’s telegram : 

llth May, 1942. 

“ Ypııi' telegram 5tlı May. My appeal to Khak- 
sars is to join and support whole-heartedly League policy 
at this critical juncture. Not possible discuss terms 
United demand as requested by means correspondence. 

—Jinnah.” 
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MR. C. RAJAGOPALACHARÎ 
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Telegram from Mr. Rajagopalachari to Mr. 
Jinnah :—- 

2nd February, 1943. 

“ In pursuance of a general desire to consider the 
situation arising out of Gandhiji’s fast, we earnestly 
reguest you to join the Conference here on Feh, 18, 
Thursday afternoon, which Kunzru, Ghaznavi, Srini- 
vasan, Joshi, Kazmi, Banerjee, Chaudhary, Sant Singh 
and selves convening.” 

Mr. Jinnah’s reply :— 

Bömhay, Feh. 15, 1943. 

In a letter to Mr. C. Rajagopalachari, replying to 
his invitation to attend the conference, Mr. Jinnah says, 
“ The situation arising out of Mr. Gandhi’s fast is really 
a matter for the Hindu leaders to consider and advise 
him accordingiy.” 

i ' 

Mr. Jinnah adds, “ I regret I am unahle to asso- 
ciate myself with the proposed conference at Delhi on 
the 18th of Fehruary, 1943 for it is apparent from the 
recent correspondence hetween the Viceroy, the Gov¬ 
ernment of India and Mr. Gandhi, that has heen puh- 
lished in tlıe Press, that there is no change on the part 
of Mr. Gandhi in the attitude and stand taken hy him 
last August * vis-a-vis ’ the Muslini League except the 
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reîleration of his oft-repeated polilical demand havîng 
for its sanction a threat to resort to “ raass civil dis- 
obedience.” Now he has undertaken this dangerous 
fast wİth a view to enforce that demand whîch if con- 
ceded or agreed to under such coercive method, il is 
obvious, will destroy the Müslim demand and involve 
complete sacrifice of the vital and param ount interests 
of Müslim India. 

“ Moreover, great political issues and complex 
political problems of this subconlinent involving the 
destinies of millions cannot be settied or solved by 
means and methods of fasting adopted by Mr. Gandhi. 

“ I do however, hope that your efforts may lead to 
the path of reason and peace and then there would come 
an opportunity for friendly negotiations which raighl, I 
trust, result in a seltlement satisfactory not only to the 
two majör nations—Hindus and Muslims—^but to ali 
other interests and minorities concemed.” 



CORRESPONDENCE: 


MR. JINNAH 

& 

SHEIKH ABDUL MAJID 
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After resigiiing from tlıe Müslim League, Sheikh 
Abdııl Majid wrote a letter dated 25th Oct. 1943 in- 
forming Mr. Jinnalı about bis resignation. 

Mr. Jinnah’s reply :— 


Dated, 4th Nov. 1943. 

Dear Slıeiklı Abdul Majid, 

“I am in receipt of your letter of Ocfober 25, 1943, 
iııforming me that yon have resigned from the 
Muslini League organisation. Wlıat do you expect me 
to do after you have taken your decision ıvithout 
apprising me of your complaints against Üıe Ministry of 
placing them before the Working Committee of the All- 
India Müslim League which would have been the correct 
procedure for you to adopt before you took this fatal 
step, 

In ifıese circumstances I note tlmt you have resign¬ 
ed from the Müslim League organisation” 

Yours sineerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 
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After resigning from the Müslim League, Sheiklı 
Abdul Majid wrote a letter dated 25th Oct. 1943 in- 
forming Mr. Jinııalı about bis resignation. 

Mr. Jinnah’s reply :— 


Dated, 4tlı Nov. 1943, 

â 

Dear Slıeiklı Abdul Majid, 

“I am in receipt of your letter of October 25, 1943, 
informing me that yon have resigned from the 
Müslim League organisation. What do you expect me 
to do after you have taken your decision without 
apprising me of your complaints against the Ministry of 
placing them before the Working Committee of the All- 
India Müslim League which would have been the correct 
procedure for you to adopt hefore you took this fatal 
step. 

İn tlıese circumstances I note tliat you have resign¬ 
ed from the Müslim League organisation.” 

Yours sincerely, 
{Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 



